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Monterey 2013 in Words and Pictures, pages 16-19!
And don’t miss the fun in Agua Dulce! See flyer page 5.
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Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California
AROSC Business Address 
27152 Paseo Del Este
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
info@arosc.org

Newsletter Address
1098 N. Mentor Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91104
nashwill912@earthlink.net

Submissions
Please send classified ads, articles, let-
ters and photographs to the Newslet-
ter Address above, to arrive no later 
than the 25th of the month prior to 
publication. 

Changes of Address
To keep your newsletter arriving after 
a move, please send your change of 
address information to AROC, P.O. 
Box 12340, Kansas City, MO 64116-
0340. 

If you’re a nonmember subscriber, 
or receive the newsletter on a com-
plimentary basis, please send change 
of address information to the Club 
Business Address above.

About This Newsletter
Alfacionada is the monthly publica-
tion of the Alfa Romeo Owners of 
Southern California, a chapter of the 
Alfa Romeo Owners Club, Inc.,  

a national non-profit organization of 
Alfa Romeo enthusiasts. Affiliation 
with AROSC and a subscription to 
this newsletter are included in your 
annual $70 AROC dues. Non-mem-
bers may subscribe to Alfacionada for 
$20 per year, and attend meetings and 
events. See the inside back cover for 
a membership application form with 
rates and contact details.

Permission is hereby granted other 
AROC Chapters to reproduce any 
original material herein upon request, 
provided credit is given to the author 
and Alfacionada. We ask the courtesy 
of a copy of the re-publication. Please 
send requests and copies to Managing 
Editor, Alficionada, at the Newsletter 
Address listed above, or to his email.

Meeting Information 
General Meetings are held monthly, 
on a weekend day, at various locations 
in Southern California. A full listing 
of activities is on our website, arosc.
org; a four-month calendar of events 
is on the outside back cover of this 
newsletter, and detailed information 
is in Previews. Check all three; email 
any questions to info@arosc.org, and 
a Club director will respond.

Our Cover This Month 
Top: Prez Mike Riehle, Chris Burke, Jay Mackro and Catherine Kusnick enjoy 
Concorso. M. Riehle photo. Bottom: Pausing for refreshment at Agua Dulce are 
(from right) the Silverman spider, Barrett GTV-6, Blankenship Alfetta, Harris 
Sport Sedan and Kutkus Mercedes. Jim Barrett photo.
Errata: The Editors wish to correct the following misinformation: in the August 
issue, the photo on pg. 13 was credited incorrectly. The source of the image is Fan-
tasy Junction. Also in the August issue, Temecula Valley Wine Tour, pg. 15-17, 
member Ed Aenlle's name was misspelled. 
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Disclaimer (a.k.a. Lawyer Repellent)
AROSC and the editors of Alfacionada disclaim and assume no liability for the 
accuracy or legality of any technical information appearing herein. The views and 
opinions expressed herein are those of the author of the article or of the persons 
quoted therein. AROSC and Alfacionada are also not responsible for the safety or 
practicality of modifications performed by individuals or companies described in 
this publication. The automobile’s owner/operator should consider his/her goals 
when contemplating modifications to the automobile, and should seriously think 
about seeking advice from a trusted personal and/or other qualified automobile 
mechanic before performing any work or modifications to his/her vehicle.
Advertisement of automobiles, products, goods or services in Alfacionada does 
not constitute an endorsement or approval by AROSC.

AROSC Board of Directors — 2012

President:  
Mike Riehle & Chris Burke 
310.780.5427  
twoina2@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:  
Jim & Elyse Barrett

Treasurer: Jay Mackro

Secretary: M.J. & Sheila Kutkus
310.542.3448

Competition Director:  
Terry Watson
443.462.7834 
comp@arosc.org

Membership Chair:  
Norm & Evie Silverman

Programs Chair:  
Margi Brown-Orozco

Technical Chair: Gene Brown
805.527.8103

Concours Co-Chairs:  
Jordan Lee
Norm Silverman

AROC Liaison: Will Owen
626.345.9659  
nashwill912@earthlink.net

Committees
Newsletter:  
Elyse Barrett, Will Owen

Website: Bruce Colby, Webmaster

Electronic Notices: Jay Negrin

Your entire Board is now available at one point of contact: info@arosc.org. We 
welcome and encourage your thoughts and feedback. This central email address 
will allow us to respond, at home or on the road, through our computers and 
smart phones. Leave your telephone number and request a call-back if you wish; 
we will be happy to contact you personally.

Don’t forget to check our website: http://www.arosc.org
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September 8-9 – Jubilee Weekend at Willow Springs. 

September 22 – Agua Dulce Winery visit, General Meeting at Big Mouth 
Pizza. Updated info on facing page.

October 13 – Cars & Coffee gathering, private garage tour, General Meeting, 
then pot-luck brunch. RSVPs required. See pg. 14 for details.

November 4 – Best of France & Italy, Woodley Park, Van Nuys. Includes the 
year’s third and final concours.

November 10 – White Turkey Party and Board Election results, plus General 
Meeting, at Italspeed in South L.A.

November 17-18 – Race/TT weekend, Streets of Willow.

December 8 – Holiday Party! More info to come.

Previews … What’s coming up and when.

Note: Board of Directors meetings are generally held on 
the last Wednesday of the month. Anyone with business 
to bring before the Board is requested to please contact Il 
Presidente Mike Riehle.

Zagato-designed B.A.T. 11 was a stunner at Concorso Italiano. C&J Cline photo.
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Join us for wine tasting, fabulous food and great 
company at the AROSC General Meeting! 

 
Agua DulceWinery will offer wine tasting for $7 per person 
and will feature an Alfa Romeo Club Wine Price Special for the 
day for our members. 
  
We will gather at 11:00am for wine tasting/attitude 
adjustment. Around noon, we will go two miles down the road 
to Big Mouth Pizza. We will order off-the-menu at the counter. 
Enjoy Big Pizza, Big Salads, Big Sandwiches, Big Pasta & other 
good things. PLUS: By special arrangement, no corkage fee 
to enjoy your wine at Big Mouth Pizza. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions to the Agua Dulce Winery:  
Take I-5 to the 14 North. Take Sierra  
Hwy exit. Turn right on to Sierra Hwy  
& go 12.8 miles. 9640 Sierra Highway,  
Agua Dulce, CA 
  
Directions to Big Mouth Pizza:  
Go back to West on Sierra Hwy 0.8 miles.  
Turn left on to Agua Dulce Cyn Rd.  
Go 2 miles and the restaurant will be  
on the right. 33323 Agua Dulce Cyn Rd.,  
Agua Dulce,CA 
  

 
 

 
RSVP to Sheila:   

310.542.3448 or sheila.k@verizon.net 

September 22, 2012 

Annual Agua Dulce Winery  
& Big Mouth Pizza Event 

Visit aguadulcewinery.com & bigmouthpizzaco.com 
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Monterey was great. The First Lady 
and I are very glad we went. Chuck 
and Jan Cline caravanned up with us 
on Wednesday, and were kind enough 
to be our guides while we were there. 
Many thanks to them for reserving a 
room for us and for letting us follow 
them to several of the events; there 
were so many, we couldn’t possibly 
attend them all. 

Early (!) Thursday morning they 
led us to Pebble Beach where we 
watched the Concours cars queue 
up for a drive around 17 Mile Drive 
and on to an informal car show in 
Carmel, for which they award extra 
points. We got to see the cars up close 
and personal, then start up and run. 
The special bonus: the price was right 
(free) and the crowd was small. It was 
a real kick to take pics of the people 
in the cars who were taking pics of us 
too. 

We did Concorso Italiano, of 
course. The Sprint was placed in the 
middle of a long row of GTVs, ideal 
for attracting attention. People would 
stroll down the row, see the Sprint, 
and just stop. Some knew exactly 
what they were looking at. Some did 
not. Late in the day, I was watching 
a guy check out the Sprint’s wheels 
and tires. He actually sat down on 
the grass to read the tire size and 
then proceeded to take pictures to 
document his discovery. I walked over 
and discovered he was an old-time 
racer. Turns out he raced a Sprint way 
back when, and was now finishing up 
another project. His race car had been 
modified with adjustable inboard 
attachment points for the a-arms in 

front and an adjustable Panhard rod 
in back. I have a suspension computer 
program and have modeled many pos-
sible modifications. He had actually 
tried just about every one!

For us, Concorso was the high 
point, but there was plenty more to 
see. We attended the Alfa dinners, 
checked out the Pebble Beach cars, 
and dropped by a little park in Seaside 
to see the LeMons cars. Also, Armin’s 
beautiful Sprint lightweight was on 
the auction block at Russo & Steele. 
The results were spectacular. See the 
Monterey coverage starting on page 
16.

Our 1959 Sprint, which we have 
been exercising for the last few 
months, performed flawlessly. The 
wipers were a little reluctant to get 
going the morning of Concorso. That 
was also the morning the engine 
developed a miss before I remembered 
to turn the fuel pump on. Gosh, that’s 
about it. No need to top off the oil or 
water, and no new leaks. Did I men-
tion we averaged 30 mpg? There was 
one drawback: no air conditioning. 
We overheated on the way up. Not the 
car. Us! Chris says we need to buy an 
air conditioned Alfa before the 2013 
National Convention next July.

Before I forget, there is a good 
4-page story on the 2012 Convention 
in the October issue of Sports & Exotic 
Car. And, in case there is anyone who 
doesn’t know, next year’s National 
Convention will be in Sonoma. It’s 
been a while since we’ve had a Con-
vention in California, so mark your 
calendars. Note that this Convention 
is scheduled July 8-12, which is dur-

FROM THE TOP … the Word from Il Presidente
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ing the week. Check out the details at 
www.AlfaCalifornia2013.com. Early 
indications are the event will be a 
blockbuster. One fourth of the rooms 
are already booked! Chris and I will 
be there. Will you?

Speaking of upcoming events, 
our big 50/40 celebration at Willow 
Springs is September 8 and 9. Bring 
your Alfa to the track at noon on 
Saturday and take a few spirited 
parade laps. The First Lady would 
never miss a chance to get out on the 
track, but I expect she will also spend 
some time in the large air-conditioned 
cafeteria while I check out the cars. 
An unusually large contingent of rare 
and valuable racing Alfas is expected, 

so bring your camera and a big hat. 
At the banquet that night we will 
hear how our Club and competition 
program got started. If the past is any 
indication, there will be no shortage 
of great stories.

Our annual trek to Agua Dulce is 
September 22. Be sure to buy at least 
one bottle of wine for lunch. After 
posing for a few pics, we will all drive 
to Big Mouth Pizza for food, wine 
and our official monthly meeting. 

To quote Red Green – “Remember, 
if the women don't find you hand-
some, they should at least find you 
handy. And don’t forget the duct tape, 
the handyman’s secret weapon.” 

 – Mike and Chris
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No new news to report on the 
Montreal engine. I took the various 
pieces into Engine Machine Services 
for inspection 2 ½ weeks ago. They 
indicated that it would be a week or 
two before they could take a look at it, 
and I spent the last week in Chicago 
on business, so it will be a couple of 
days before I can find out anything. 
Hopefully they have found a cheap-
to-fix reason for the noise. 

With nothing happening there I 
thought that this month I would just 
ramble on a bit.

You’ll be happy to know that 
gasoline prices in Cook County, IL 
are a bit higher than here. Premium 
was running about $4.28 a gallon. 
Don’t let the high gas prices prevent 
you from driving your Alfa. If you use 
the following equation you will find 
that an Alfa is better than most every 
car:

Satisfaction Index = Smiles per 
mile  / (fuel cost per gallon / miles per 
gallon)

For the Montreal (when it is run-
ning) that works out to:

	 2380 = 500 / (4.20/20)
For a Toyota Prius it works out to
	 144 = 12 / (4.00/48)
So drive that Alfa and smile all the 

way down the road.
Speaking of fuel economy, most 

people don’t realize that great 
economy is all about preserving 
momentum. Observe how most 
drivers go around a turn: they slow 
from 35 mph to 10 mph for the turn 
and then accelerate back up to 35 
mph. That change in speed from 10 
mph to 35 mph burns a considerable 
amount of fuel. Now the smart driver 

slows down to maybe 25 mph for the 
turn and thus only has to accelerate 
10 mph, burning much less gas while 
accelerating. Of course the Alfa driver 
would not even slow down for the 
turn, thus experiencing no loss of 
momentum.

Last week, working at the Petersen 
Automotive Museum, I walked up 
to greet a visitor and while talking 
to him I found out that he used to 
own a Montreal. It turns out that this 
visitor was none other than Bruce 
Taylor from Switzerland, the creator 
of the fantastic Montreal website 
and writer of two books on the Alfa 
Romeo Montreal. He and his family 
were in town on vacation and wanted 
to pay a visit to the Petersen. I had 
been communicating with Bruce for 
a decade on the internet, but what are 
the odds of actually running into him 
in Los Angeles?  So whenever you get 
a chance talk to a stranger, you never 
know who you will meet.

Have you noticed how the concern 
for the bottom line has led to the 
demise of all the fun cars? Back in 
the early ’70s you could find sports 
cars from MG, Triumph, Lotus, Fiat, 
Alfa, Datsun, Chevrolet, Jaguar, 
Aston Martin, Ferrari, Maserati and 
Porsche. Now the Porsche, Ferrari, 
Maserati and Aston Martin are mostly 
unaffordable, even used. MG and 
Triumph are gone; Fiat doesn’t make 
a sports car any more. Alfas are not 
available here. The Chevrolet Cor-
vette is still around but has morphed 
into a Grand Tourer. The only thing 
resembling a sports car of yore is the 
Mazda Miata. Sports cars sell in too 
small numbers to satisfy the accoun-

The Tech Guy … Miscellaneous Grumblings
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tants and so are not viable. Whatever 
happened to building a car model 
because it was fun and interesting?

Is it just me or have you noticed 
how smart cars are creating dumb 
drivers? It used to be that you had an 
oil pressure gauge, water gauge and 
ammeter. You would watch them to 
know the condition of your engine. 
Braking was modulated with your 
foot and you shifted with your hand 
and clutch foot. Now a computer 
monitors everything in your car and 
turns on a “check engine” light when 
something is amiss. Another com-
puter tells your transmission when 
to shift and yet another computer 

controls the braking so all the driver 
has to do is stomp on the pedal. The 
driver has very little to do and there 
are even things coming along to take 
what few thing the driver has to do 
away from them. Soon there will be 
no more drivers, only passengers.

So, keep that Alfa running and 
your brain sharp. For when the day 
comes when all the computers call a 
strike we will be the only ones that 
can still move around while the others 
are stuck in their fully automated 
cookie cutter cars with no idea what 
to do.

– Gene Brown



10	 September 2012

T-Shirts & Decals

 AROSC

50th Jubilee Mementos

DECALS
 50th Anniversary  or 

50/40 Racing Program

Size: 6-in. diameter

Price: $5 each

Shipping: $1
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SHIRTS
Cotton blend in 
S, M, L, XL and 
2XL

Price: $15 or 2 
for $25

Shipping: $5 
for 1 or 2,  plus 
any decals
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50th Anniversary 
Jubilee Merchandise
Support the Club – Be an Alfacionista!

We will have shirts and decals at the 
Club events for the next few months. 
Just have some cash with you and you 
can take them home right then.

We can also mail them to you for a 
small extra charge. Just send an email, 
with your order and your shipping 
address, to Paul Blankenship at 
sidewaysalfa@msn.com. Tell him:
• �How many shirts and what size. 
• �How many decals, and what style. 
• Then figure the cost:

• Shirts are $15 each or 2 for $25
• Decals are $5 each.  
• �Shipping is $5 for 1 or 2 shirts 

and any decals
• Or $1 for decals only.

Payment is easy, check or PayPal:
• Check: payable to AROSC and mail 
to Treasurer, 27152 Paseo del Este, 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
• PayPal: go to treasurer@arosc.org

Our 50th Anniversary year is half over, but we can make it last 
forever with the fun mementos created by the design genius of Club 
members. Here’s how to get some of the AROSC 50th Anniversary 
goodies.

Thank you to Steve Edelman for  
the terrific AROSC club anniver-
sary logo, the combo 50/40 Club/
Racing Program logo, and the 
t-shirt concepts you see in our ad 
on the previous page. Thank you 
to Paul Blankenship for getting the 
decals produced, and thank you 
to Norm Silverman for producing 
the shirts!
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Traditions are the backbone of an 
orgznization, and AROSC has a few, 
including the annual Summer Party. 
The purely social and food-centric 
bash brings out a number of members 
who we don't see most of the year 
and even some new or prospective 
members, while providing a great 
opportunity to drive our Alfas on a 
weekend day.

This year was no exception and 
the usual magnificent pot-luck spread 
of salads, Italian-themed warm 
dishes, sandwiches and desserts was 

The Year’s Not Complete Without 
the Summer Party!

a pleasure to behold. Although the 
bocce set sat idle, the group was not 
and the Board even squeezed in a 
quick meeting before the festivities 
began in earnest.

Phyllis extends her thanks to the 
clean-up crew and their great job of 
tidying the patio and dining table, 
and also to the gals who washed the 
wine glasses. She had a few chores to 
do, but not much and was finally able 
to relax and unwind.

Il Presidente Mike Riehle addresses his loyal pilotos at the Summer Party July  
General Meeting. Steve Edelman photo.

Chris (right) and Evelyn (left) take in 
the July General Meeting info from 
Mike. MJ Kutkus photo.

Phyllis's back yard is a well-shaded 
and inviting place for a party, as these 
clearly comfortable Alfisti would agree. 
Thanks! Sheila Kutkus photo.
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Our 2012 Alfa Romeo Day at Cars 
& Coffee in the Ford-Mazda-Taco 
Bell parking lot in Irvine, is Saturday, 
October 13! 

Part 1
We have 45 spaces in the featured 
marque parking area, which will be 
filled up by 6:45 a.m. There will, of 
course, be other spaces in the rest of 
the lot, but those 350 or so will be 
filled up by 7:00 a.m. We kid you not! 
So commit to banking sleep during 
the week and getting you and your 
Alfa organized for some of the best 
eye-opener activity in the region.

The weather will be changeable so 
sunscreen, a windbreaker and hat are 
recommended for the parking lot. 
Bring your own “first cup” of coffee 
for when you arrive, finish it off, and 
you get a refill for just $1. A selection 
of pastries and fruit is available while 
supplies last. Restrooms are avail-
able inside the Taco Bell corporate 
headquarters on the south side of the 
property. You need to walk a block or 
so, but there are signs to direct you.

This portion of the day is open to 
all Alfa owners, and we will also be 
extending the invitation to Central 

Coast, Orange County and San Diego 
chapter members.

Part 2
At approximately 8:15 we will depart 
for a private collection/garage tour. 
The facility is located in nearby 
Fountain Valley and driving instruc-
tions will be provided to those who 
have RSVPed. This portion of the day 
is for Alfa Club members only. If you 
wish to attend, please RSVP to the 
Barretts at arosc.org. Please key Cars 
& Coffee Collection into the subject 
line of your email.

Part 3
At approximately 10:00 we will depart 
for a Club Brunch and October Gen-
eral Meeting. This part of the day is 
strictly for AROSC members only. We 
will be dining at a private rresidence, 
and brunch this year is pot-luck! 
RSVPs to the Barretts at arosc.org are 
mandatory so our hostess can coor-
dinate the menu. Please key Cars & 
Coffee Brunch into the subject line of 
your email and include your telephone 
number. We look forward to seeing 
you all there!

– Jim, Elyse & Cody Barrett

Cars &Coffee Three-Peat
Mark Your Calendars,  
Set Your Alarm Clocks!

Cars &Coffee Three-Peat
Mark Your Calendars,  
Set Your Alarm Clocks!
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The annual Monterey motorsports 
gathering was a terrific mini-vacation 
for our contingent of AROSC 
members, blessed with nice weather, 
cheered by the camaraderie of our 
NorCal compadres and burnished 
by the special glow that seems to sur-
round all the venues and events of the 
weekend.

For Il Presidente and First Lady 
(with a well-behaved Sprint) and the 

Concorso Italiano 2012 was sunnier than usual, a beautiful day for appreciating 
Alfa Romeos. C&J Cline photo.

Classic Alfa at start of Pebble Tour. 
C&J Cline photo.

Brownells (who ran their Gallardo 
up with the Bulls), this was their 
first plunge into the swirl. For others 
it was a renewal of their faith and 
enthusiasm. Here are glimpses of their 
experiences at Concorso Italiano, 
Laguna Seca, the Pebble Tour, Carmel 
and Monterey, as told by Chris Burke, 
Chuck and Jan Cline, Catherine 
Kusnick, Jay Mackro, and Evelyn and 
Norman Silverman.

A First-Timer's Monterey Memories
• Pebble Tour – Bright and early 
Thursday morning, we followed 
Chuck and Jan over to Pebble Beach 
to get up close, and I do mean really 
close, to the Concours cars as they 
queued up for their drive around 17-
Mile Drive and on to points east and 
south. Of course, car people being 
who they are, we talked with owners, 
restorers and mechanics alike about 
the cars they love. Thank you, Chuck 
and Jan, for turning us on to this 
event!

Monterey 2012
Over the Top, as Always
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Pebble Tour participants gather early at the equestrian center. C&J Cline photo.

• Loose Noodle – After hearing for 
years about this, our official Club 
Dinner, we finally experienced it. And 
it was bigger/better/nicer than we had 
imagined! Wow … a good time was 
had by all. Near the end we met the 
President of the Alfa Romeo Club in 
Brazil. I didn’t think I would ever get 
Mike out the door. Thank you, Evie, 
for working so hard to put this event 
on!  
• Alfresco Luncheon at Concorso 
Italiano – This was a very nice event 
(in the shade). Evie, Susan, Mimi, 

Lucinda and I enjoyed a delicious 
lunch with wine and dessert. Thank 
you Evie for suggesting this; I would 
definitely do it again!
• Dinner at the Corkscrew Café – 
This is the annual ARA/all-Alfa 
supper usually staged in Carmel 
Valley. The new venue was a gorgeous 
outdoor garden room. I definitely 
have ideas in my head for our own 
garden! We very much enjoyed the 
camaraderie of the Delta Sierra, ARA 
and AROSC members. I can’t wait to 
meet up with everybody again next 
year at the AROC National Conven-
tion in Sonoma. Mike and I have 
signed up as volunteers, and I know 
many other couples have too.

We experienced so many other 
exciting, fun things – like waking 
up (early) to the sound of Cobras 
starting up their engines. There is no 
mistaking the sound of a Ford V8 
vs. a BMW or Ferrari. Nothing quite 
like it!

– Chris Burke,  
aka First Lady

Aprille-bodied Alfa ready for the Pebble 
Tour. Jay Mackro photo.
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Thursday –
Dinner in Monterey
Our annual Alfa Club and Friends 
dinner at the Loose Noodle Pasta 
House in Monterey was, by all mea-
sures, a rousing success. Our nearly 
50 guests included a contingent of 
Alfisti from Sao Paolo, Brazil, our 
friends from other Alfa Clubs includ-
ing ARA and Delta Sierra, and we 
were honored by the presence of our 
guest speaker, a gentleman who we are 
pleased to call our friend, Phil Henny.

In addition to having Evelyn 
volunteer me to do something with 
next year's Alfa Romeo Club National 
Convention committee, Mary Ann 
Dickensen from Delta Sierra chapter 

made another strong pitch for the 
convention, which will be held in 
Sonoma wine country, and around 
the world famous Sonoma / Sears 
Point Raceway. 

Phil Henny, a Swiss-born driver 
and automotive engineer, was an ap-
propriate guest speaker for a weekend 
dedicated to celebrating the memory 
and automotive accomplishments 
of the late Carroll Shelby. Phil, in 
addition to writing the book, “Just 
Call Me Carroll”, had the distinction 

of being the crew chief on the Ford 
GT40 driven by Peter Sutclife and 
Dieter Spoerry in the 1966 24 Hours 
of Le Mans, and lead mechanic/
engineer in the construction of the 
Ford/Shelby GT40 that Dan Gurney 
and A.J. Foyt  powered to victory at 
LeMans in 1967.

If anyone is planning on visiting 
Sao Paolo, Brazil, the members of the 
Brazilian contingent are prepared to 
return our hospitality, and just not 
during Carnival. Email normanev@
msn.com for contact information. 

The dinner was a delightful ending 
to a nearly perfect day which included 
the Pebble Beach concours cars on 
view in downtown Carmel. Life is 

Those who missed the 2012 Tour 
d’LeMons really missed a good time.
Andrew Watry photo.

AROSC's Andrew Watry places his 
Giulia Super in line for the 2012Tour 
d’LeMons. Andrew Watry photo.

Lilli Bertone, widow of Nuccio, was 
a special guest at the Concorso. Jay 
Mackro photo.
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Place AR Closed: 1976 to Present Alfetta and later – Street

AR Closed: 1950-75 Giulietta to 2000 GTV – Concours

AR Closed: 1950-75 Giulietta to 2000 GTV – Street

Competition Cars – Concours

AR Open: 1950-66 Giulietta, Giulia, Early 1900/2000/2600 – Concours

AR Open: 1950-66 Giulietta, Giulia, Early 1900/2000/2600 – Street

AR Open: 1966 to present Duetto and later – Concours

AR Open: 1966 to present Duetto and later – Street

3

2

1

1

1

1

1

2

1

2

1

3

2

1

Jordan Lee   1983 GTV6

Phyllis Gaylard   1995 164 Q

Steve Cole   1977 Alfetta GT

Armin Wittenberg   1956 Giulietta Lightweight

Mike Riehle   1959 Giulietta Sprint

Keith Burnside   1973 GTV

Arthur Russell   1963 Giulia Spider

Greg Newbury   1963 2600 Touring Spider

Norm Silverman   1965 Spider Veloce

Nick Constantino   1992 Spider Veloce

Chuck Schwartz   1969 1750 Spider Veloce

Paul Martin   1974 Spider Veloce

Jan Cline    1993 Spider Veloce

Jerry Wright   1991 Spider Veloce

good. We hope to see you all at our 
ninth annual dinner next year.

– Norm & Evie Silverman

Friday
The Quail features pre-War Alfa Ro-
meos, a treasure trove of rare exam-
ples, but this runs concurrently with 
Concorso Italiano where the majority 
of our members were on Friday. The 
presence of the new Alfa B.A.T. 11 
was a real hit; we are reminded that 
the original three B.A.T.s  5, 7 and 
9 are still on view at the Blackhawk 
Museum in nearby Danville.

The 2012 Concorso Italiano was 
the first that this old curmudgeon 
hasn’t complained about since the 
change of venue. Perfect weather, 
perfect setting, great support and 
presence by Fiat, and another dinner 
gathering of family and friends at the 
end of the day. 

– Norm

ARA president James Treadwell did a 
great job as emcee at dinner, speaking 
about the 2013 National Convention 
in Sonoma, and giving away quite a 
few raffle prizes. We had an AROSC 
table with the Silvermans, Perls, 
Riehle/Burkes. Wish I had thought to 
take some pictures! 

– Jay 

Saturday-Sunday
We spent quite a bit of time at Ret-
roAuto, where Catherine helped her 
friend Monique Gardiner in the scarf 
booth. A highlight was Monique, 
Catherine, and Andrea trying to sell a 
scarf to some guy (see photo below).

Also in Pebble Beach, we attended 
the Automotive Fine Art Society 
(AFAS) reception on Saturday after-
noon, and it was swell – it’s great to 
find another free event in Monterey. 
We said hello to Bill Motta and to Ni-
cola Wood – who occasionally feature 
Alfa Romeo in their paintings. And 
we  also said hello to John Clinard 
(Lincoln was the event sponsor).

A bit later, we were off to the 
Clarks’ party, which was typically 
delightful. Apparently the turnout 
was quite high. I can report that West 
has made a terrific Pinot Noir that he 
let us taste. 

– Jay

Auction Flash: after showing very 
well at Concorso, Armin Wittenberg's 
gorgeous blue lightweight Sprint sold 
at Russo and Steele on Saturday night, 
for a whopping $302,500. A record 
price, to say the least. 

– Chuck & Jan Cline

Cockpit of that lovely Aprille Alfa – 
note center throttle. 

At RetroAuto Catherine gets Jay Leno 
interested in some silken art. Jay 
Mackro photo.
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Visit Us On The Web
Pages.prodigy.net/alfaomega

3822 Clarington Avenue
Culver City CA 90232

(310) 836-3160

AROSC Drivers Again Support the 
Braille Rallye
A record six Club members participat-
ed in this year's Braille Rallye wherein 
sports car enthusiasts team up with 
blind and partially sighted students 
from Los Angeles' Braille Institute in 
a formal time-speed-distance event on 
city and suburban roads.

This year two of AROSC's own, 
Jordan Lee, and Norm Bianchi, 
finished in the ribbons. Norm was 
third-place driver for navigator John 
Picazo in the Large Print Class with 
an error total of  16.74 and Jordan 
was third-place driver for navigator 
Melissa Hadiyanto in the Braille 
Reader Class with an error total of 
20.64. To provide a little perspective, 
the winning teams in their classes had 
scores of 8.3 and 10.15, respectively. 

And, there were enough participants 
to award finishing places to fifth. The 
best overall score was 7.36.

The Club contingent was rounded 
out by Norm Silverman, Mike Riehle, 
Steve Cole and Dan Ritter.

Our liaison to the Braille Institute 
again was Pat West who said, “We 
strive to make the event better every 
year. If you have any input, positive or 
negative, please share it with me (via 
arosc.org) and I will make sure it is 
directed to the proper people. Again 
thank you for participating in Braille 
Rallye 2012! I hope you had a positive 
experience and want to come back 
again next year. Mark your calendars 
for Saturday July 27, 2013!”



September 2012	 21

Change is in the Air!
November is AROSC Election Time
It takes work to plan and organize the 
activities for AROSC, one of the three 
largest Alfa Romeo chapters in the 
country. Here is your chance to help 
plan and conduct the wide variety 
of activities that make our chapter 
so great. Maybe you have some new 
ideas. Maybe you are just crazy. Don’t 
keep those ideas or issues to yourself; 
join the AROSC Board for 2013!

Each November, we elect 10 
members to the Board of Directors, 
who in December choose the officers 
and committee chairs among them-
selves. The Board meets every month 
for dinner where all the big decisions 
are made.

If you or someone you know would 
be interested in serving, contact the 
Nominating Committee by the end of 
September. 

Why not give it a try and get to 
be the volunteer selector, rather than 
being the volunteer? (I have heard 
that Alfa Romeo supplies our AROSC 
board with secret 2014 test mule Alfas 
for evaluation. Sounds interesting, 
doesn't it? The only way to find out is 
to get elected!)

An email ballot will be sent out in 
October, and paper ballots will be 
sent to you who don’t have email. Vot-
ing will be by either email or regular 
mail. The election results will be an-
nounced at our November 10 General 
Meeting. Last-minute nominations 
may be made from the floor at that 
November meeting.

– Paul Blankenship
Nominating Committee Chair:

(818) 349-7661 
sidewaysalfa@msn.com

AROSC Wants YOUR Opinion!
Your Club, the Southern California 
Chapter of the Alfa Romeo Own-
ers Club, is among the largest in the 
country with at least two activities per 
month. We have nearly 260 members 
and to those of you who participate, 
we thank you and hope you are hav-
ing fun.

For those of you we don't see often 
enough, we want to stage events that 
will appeal more to you so you'll have 
a convenient, fun excuse to exercise 
your cars.

As our Fab 50th Jubilee year rolls 
along, your Board of Directors cor-
dially invites your input on the drives, 

collection tours, competition, picnics, 
high-performance driver training and 
social events we stage throughout the 
year.

What would make your member-
ship in this group more fun and 
meaningful?

Where would you like to drive your 
Alfa?

What are you tired of and wish to 
change?

Please help us to help you enjoy 
your membership in this organization. 
Write to us at info@arosc.org. A Club 
Director will respond.

Thank you!
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Classified Advertising
Classified (non-commercial) ads are accepted and published as a free service to 
members, and for $10 per insertion for non-members. Content must be Alfa-
related and/or of special and specific interest to the membership. Deadline for ad 
art files to be received by the editor is the 25th of the month before publication.

Commercial Advertising
Please contact Advertising Coordinator Jim Barrett at info@arosc.org for a 
detailed rate card and complete advertising information.

1991 164 – 139K w eng rbld @ 100K. Time Belt with 5K. CA car. Auto 
trans. Wants to cruise 70+ @ 20+ MPG. Interior good, A/C cold with good 
step motor, all electronics, lthr seats, sun roof, windows, dash, rear window 
def + shades, color white. Trans close to rebuild time. $1800 OBO. 
Call 818.427.2054. 

1987 Milano Gold – Cosmetically challenged beater, ridiculously reliable. 
No AC, typically leaky power steering, passed smog by a wide margin. 
Speedo/odo not working since 11/99. $1200 OBO for now; get it while 
it’s still ugly and cheap. Will, 626.345.9659 or nashwill912@earthlink.net 
(Pasadena).

1993 SERIES 4 SPIDER VELOCE – Red/black. 78K miles on the odo. Four 
new Pirelli P6 s mounted July ’11; new top installed Sep.‘11. Huntington 
Beach Concours winner in “daily driver” class ’08. No, not a show-quality 
concours winner, but a solid driver for touring and weekend outings. 
Normal 2nd gear balky synchro. Maintained by APC in Orange from 
end of new car warranty. Photos on request. $8,750. Chuck or Jan Cline, 
714.531.3541; jclinefvca@yahoo.com.

1981 SPIDER – 85K miles on new engine. Garaged in San Francisco 
area. Ruby metallic over cream, completely refurbished 1998. Convertible 
top and radial tires in good condition. Standard equipment includes 
turbina wheels; power brakes and windows; 5-speed manual trans. and 

limited-slip differential; Spica 
fuel injection. Beautiful car that 
has aged gracefully. $6,500. Call 
209.352.0128.

Classified – Cars For Sale
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