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More Awards Banquet photos pages 14-15;
Willow Springs track action 10-11! 
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Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California
AROSC Business Address 
27152 Paseo Del Este
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
info@arosc.org

Newsletter Address
1098 N. Mentor Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91104
nashwill912@earthlink.net

Submissions
Please send classified ads, articles, let-
ters and photographs to the Newslet-
ter Address above, to arrive no later 
than the 25th of the month prior to 
publication. 

Changes of Address
To keep your newsletter arriving after 
a move, please send your change of 
address information to AROC, P.O. 
Box 12340, Kansas City, MO 64116-
0340. 

If you’re a nonmember subscriber, 
or receive the newsletter on a com-
plimentary basis, please send change 
of address information to the Club 
Business Address above.

About This Newsletter
Alfacionada is the monthly publica-
tion of the Alfa Romeo Owners of 
Southern California, a chapter of the 
Alfa Romeo Owners Club, Inc.,  

a national non-profit organization of 
Alfa Romeo enthusiasts. Affiliation 
with AROSC and a subscription to 
this newsletter are included in your 
annual $70 AROC dues. Non-mem-
bers may subscribe to Alfacionada for 
$20 per year, and attend meetings and 
events. See the inside back cover for 
a membership application form with 
rates and contact details.

Permission is hereby granted other 
AROC Chapters to reproduce any 
original material herein upon request, 
provided credit is given to the author 
and Alfacionada. We ask the courtesy 
of a copy of the re-publication. Please 
send requests and copies to Managing 
Editor, Alficionada, at the Newsletter 
Address listed above, or to his email.

Meeting Information 
General Meetings are held monthly, 
on a weekend day, at various locations 
in Southern California. A full listing 
of activities is on our website, arosc.
org; a four-month calendar of events 
is on the outside back cover of this 
newsletter, and detailed information 
is in Previews. Check all three; email 
any questions to info@arosc.org, and 
a Club director will respond.

Our Cover This Month 
Top, Jordan Lee and Norm Silverman, 2012 Concours co-chairs, with Evelyn 
Silverman accepting the Open Class Concours trophy from Bruce Colby at the 
Awards Banquet. Dicie Sizemore photo. Bottom, Alfa Corral lineup at last 
year’s Desert Classic; we' ll have coverage of DC 2012 in the April issue. Photo 
by Elyse Barrett. 
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Disclaimer (a.k.a. Lawyer Repellent)
AROSC and the editors of Alfacionada disclaim and assume no liability for the 
accuracy or legality of any technical information appearing herein. The views and 
opinions expressed herein are those of the author of the article or of the persons 
quoted therein. AROSC and Alfacionada are also not responsible for the safety or 
practicality of modifications performed by individuals or companies described in 
this publication. The automobile’s owner/operator should consider his/her goals 
when contemplating modifications to the automobile, and should seriously think 
about seeking advice from a trusted personal and/or other qualified automobile 
mechanic before performing any work or modifications to his/her vehicle.
Advertisement of automobiles, products, goods or services in Alfacionada does 
not constitute an endorsement or approval by AROSC.

AROSC Board of Directors — 2012

President:  
Mike Riehle & Chris Burke 
310.780.5427  
twoina2@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:  
Jim & Elyse Barrett

Treasurer: Jay Mackro

Secretary: M.J. & Sheila Kutkus
310.542.3448

Competition Director:  
Terry Watson
443.462.7834 comp@arosc.org

Membership Chair:  
Norm & Evie Silverman

Programs Chair:  
Margi Brown-Orozco

Technical Chair: Gene Brown
805.527.8103

Concours Co-Chairs:  
Jordan Lee
Norm Siverman

AROC Liaison: Will Owen
626.345.9659  
nashwill912@earthlink.net

Committees
Newsletter:  
Elyse Barrett, Will Owen

Website: Bruce Colby, Webmaster

Electronic Notices: Jay Negrin

Your entire Board is now available at one point of contact: info@arosc.org. We 
welcome and encourage your thoughts and feedback. This central email address 
will allow us to respond, at home or on the road, through our computers and 
smart phones. Leave your telephone number and request a call-back if you wish; 
we will be happy to contact you personally.

Don’t forget to check our website: http://www.arosc.org
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March 17 – General Meeting at the Petersen Museum.

March 31-April 1 – Driver Education, Time Trial, Race and Enduro at  
Buttonwillow, joint event with Northern California Racing Club. See info  
page 12.

April 14 – One-day Road Tour to Ojai. Details on page 16.

May 19 – Spring Driving Tour: Coastline Cruise! We are doing PCH north  
to Santa Barbara. See info on page 20.

June 3 – Huntington Beach Concours.

June 16 – Chili Cookoff! Location TBA.

Previews … What’s coming up and when.

Note: Board of Directors meetings are generally held on 
the last Wednesday of the month. Anyone with business 
to bring before the Board is requested to please contact Il 
Presidente Mike Riehle.

Redondo Beach Harbor, site of our Annual Awards Banquet. Photos pp. 14-15.
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Next General Meeting in Los Angeles
• When: Saturday, March 17  • Where: Petersen Automotive Museum
• What: Sculpture in Motion: Masterpieces of Italian Design 

It is time for our annual pilgrimage to 
the Petersen. When we gather there 
on March 17, the newest exhibit, 
Sculpture in Motion: Masterpieces of 
Italian Design, will have barely been 
open for 3 weeks. 

 From the grand classics of the 
1930s to modern supercars, Italian 
designers have led the way. Typical of 
the vehicles on display are the 1947 
Pinin Farina Cisitalia Coupe, the first 
automobile to become part of the 
collection of New York's Museum 
of Modern Art. In contrast is the 
1970 Lancia Stratos concept car that 
changed the shape of mid-engined 
exotic cars to the now-familiar wedge. 

These beautiful and inspirational 
vehicles and more will keep us busy 
and entertained all morning. Club 
members and Petersen docents, 
Norman Silverman and Gene Brown, 
will be on hand to explain the exhibit 
and provide insights into the design 
philosophies that drove the creation 
of the very special cars we will see this 
day.

After our exclusive tour, we will 
pause for our General Meeting and a 

burger or salad on-site at the Petersen's 
Johnny Rockets.
• Arrive: 10:00 to 10:45AM
• �Location: Corner of Wilshire Blvd 

& Fairfax, Los Angeles.
• �Free Parking: 3rd Level (present 

your parking tickets to Norm Silver-
man for validation)

• �Admission: Free to Museum Mem-
bers and $5 for AROSC members 
and guests.

• �Tour Begins: 11:00AM (approx. 2 
hours)

• �Lunch and General Meeting follow-
ing the tour (approx.1PM): Johnny 
Rockets @ Petersen 

To secure our times and spaces, we'll 
need an RSVP. Please contact Norm 
and Evelyn before March 10th by 
emailing  normanev@msn.com.

FYI: Museum dual membership 
starts at $60, family membership 
$70. Members enjoy unlimited free 
admission, museum shop discount, 
invitations to special events like the 
members exclusive annual Open 
House, and more.

  Norm Silverman leads 2011 Tour
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By the time this goes to press Chris & 
I will have moved to Camarillo. Right 
now we are packing, coping with vari-
ous required home repairs and gener-
ally trying to be ready for moving day. 
Chris calls it an adventure. I look at 
all of the stuff and crap we have accu-
mulated over the years and just groan. 
You know how it is: I might need that 
someday. Now the thought is: Do I 
really want to move that? I made the 
mistake of telling Chris how much 
some of our Giulietta parts are worth 
these days. Reading the female mind 
is not one of my talents, but EBay was 
clearly her first thought!  

Had a great time at the Annual 
Meeting and Awards Banquet in 
Redondo Beach. More than a few 
Past Presidents showed up and proved 
to be great story tellers. There were 
so many interesting and hilarious 
anecdotes that MJ’s article in the last 
Alfacionada didn’t begin to cover 
them all. I had rehearsed a few tales 
to tell in case things got slow, but it 
turned out to be a case of so many 
stories so little time. I did tell about 
buying a set of Giulietta Veloce 
headers for $45 and selling them on 
a year later for $40. The last set I saw 
on Ebay went for more than 10 times 
that! And I mentioned the time Gene 
Pekich (he worked at Alfa Ricambi) 
solved an idiot light problem on his 
brother’s modified Alfetta by simply 
removing the bulb and tossing it in 
the back seat.

The Desert Classic Concours, or 
more correctly the Desert Classic 
Weekend, was great as always. Bonnie 

and Charlie Schwartz had to fly to 
Oklahoma City, so we couldn’t do a 
Saturday  picnic at their desert home, 
but quick-thinking Margi came up 
with a new plan that routed the group 
to Temecula to Keyways Winery 
and Vineyard for lunch. From there 
we checked into the hotel and got 
ready for the party at Doug and Joyce 
McHattie’s. This year Doug treated 
us to a beer tasting that included some 
known quantities – Shiner Bock and 
Newcastle – to be compared with 
some interesting blends featuring  
berry and mocha overtones. Quite an 
education. The wine-down was dif-
ferent too. It focused on four whites, 
among which we were to discern the 
most expensive. Not surprisingly, 
more than 75% of us “guessed” the 
correct vintner! 

The following morning we cleaned 
our windshields and sponged off a bit 
of road grime in the parking lot, then 
headed over to the Concours. The 
Alfa Corral had a respectable 20 cars 
and Mike Baum's Junior Z was shown 
on the green in the show proper. Our 
first Club Concours of 2012 got off to 
a solid start and Jordan Lee awarded 
medallions to three winners in two 
classes. Results to come in April.

We have a full calendar coming 
up in March. The General Meeting 
is on the 17th at the Petersen, where 
currently running exhibits include 
special displays of vintage scooters and 
supercars (when too much is almost 
enough). And then at the end of the 
month there is the Driver Education, 
Time Trial, Race and Enduro at  

FROM THE TOP … the Word from Il Presidente
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Buttonwillow Raceway.  
Remember, if the women don't 

find you handsome, they should at 
least find you handy. And don’t forget 

the duct tape, a handyman’s secret 
weapon.

 – Mike and Chris
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The Tech Guy … Feeling Tired?

There comes a time in every Alfa 
owner’s life when he/she is faced 
with the problem of replacing the 
tires on the Italian beauty. Sure, you 
can always avoid all the hassle by 
just driving to your local tire store, 
handing them the keys and saying, 
“Give me some new tires. I’ll be back 
in a couple of hours to pick it up.” Of 
course we know that this would never 
be said by a true Alfisti. That may be 
fine for a Honda or BMW, but a true 
Alfisti cares greatly about tires. After 
all, the quality of the tires is directly 
related to the performance of the car 
when negotiating canyon roads.

So to select the proper tire for your 
Alfa you first need to determine the 
size of tire needed. If you look at the 
side of your tires you will see some-
thing that looks like P185/70R14. 
This is the size of the tire.

“P” means that it is a passenger car 
tire. There are other letter classifica-
tions, but you won’t need to worry 
about anything except the “P” tires.

“185” indicates the width of the 
tire, in millimeters, at its widest point.

“70” is the aspect ratio of the tire 
or the ratio of the width to the height 
of the tire from inner bead to the 
tread surface. For our 185/70 tire the 
height would be 185 x 0.70 = 129.5 
millimeters.

“R” indicates that the tire is a radial 
ply tire. This refers to the method of 
laying down the layers of fabric or 
steel plies in making the tire. Other 
choices are “B” for bias belt, “D” for 
diagonal and blank for cross ply. For 
your Alfa (and most every car since 
the1980s) you want a radial ply tire.

The “14” is the rim diameter in 

inches. This is the one part of the tire 
size that you don’t have any choice in. 
The other parts of the size you can 
change. Wider or narrower width, 
different aspect ratio. You can change 
the diameter only if you change the 
rim size. No amount of duct tape will 
make a 15" tire work on a 14" rim.

Now that you know the size of your 
tires, you need to locate a set of tires 
in that size. You can look in the tire 
ads in the newspaper and in maga-
zines, or go online to locations such 
as www.tirerack.com. What you will 
probably find is a rather poor selection 
of tires. From the Duetto on through 
the Milano Alfa used 14" rims for 
the most part, and today the tire 
manufacturers have mostly moved on 
to larger rim diameters with 16" and 
17" rims being the most common. 
Of course if you think your selection 
is small think about the poor Fiat 
owners with 13" rims.

There are good 14" tires out there, 
but you have to hunt for them. As a 
last resort you can check with Coker 
tires (www.cokertire.com) which 
specializes in out of production tires.

To give you a wider selection you 
can opt for a different tire width 
and aspect ratio. But you need to 
remember that as you increase or 
decrease the width the tire diameter 
increases or decreases if you keep the 
same aspect ratio. So as you increase 
the tire width you must decrease the 
aspect ratio. For our 185/70R14 tire 
other choices that have about the 
same diameter are 205/60R14 and 
225/55R14. Of course, if you increase 
the tire width you may run into other 
issues. A wider tire may require a 
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wider rim. A 185/70 tire will fit of a 
rim width of 5 to 6.5 inches while a 
205/60 tire fits a 5.5 to 7.5 inch rim 
and a 225/55 tire fits a 6.5 to 7.5 inch 
rim. Increasing the tire width can also 
cause clearance issues with the wheels. 
The 205/70R14 will fit in a spider 
but the 225/55R14 might be much 
too wide so use caution if you go to 
a wider tire. Also a wider tire will 
cause an increase in steering effort. 
That is not too much of a problem 
with power steering but a lot of our 
Alfas don’t have power steering. If you 
want a real workout try turning the 
steering wheel on a stopped Montreal 
with 205/60R14 tires. It’s great for an 
upper body workout but hard on the 
steering system.

There are a lot of tire size calcula-
tors on the internet. The one I 
used for these calculations was at 
www.1010tires.com.

So now that you have searched 
the tire stores and found a tire that 
fits your car there is a little bit more 
information you need to know to 
make your decision. Just after the 
tire size marking on the tire there 
will probably be a two digit number 
followed by a letter. 

The two digit number is the load 
index or the amount of weight the 
tire can support. With the Alfa this 
is generally not a problem as most 
185/7014 tires have a load index of 87 
or better which is 1,200 pounds per 
tire. 

The letter is the speed rating. This 
is the speed at which the tire can carry 
its maximum load. The ones of most 
interest to Alfa owners are “T”=118 
mph, “H”=130 mph, “V”=149 mph, 
and “Z”= over 149 mph. In a lot of 
European countries it is illegal to use 

a tire with a speed rating that is less 
than the top speed of the car.

Also as part of the tire rating is 
the Uniform Tire Quality Grade 
(UTQG). This is a government rating 
based upon testing tires under a 
specific set of conditions. It consists of 
a number and two sets of letters. 

The number is the treadwear 
indicator with 100 being the base. So 
a tire with a treadwear of 200 should 
last twice as long as a tire with a 
treadwear of 100 and one with a value 
of 300 should last three times as long.

The treadwear is followed by the 
traction rating with letters of “A”, “B” 
and “C” with “A” being the best.

The last letters are the temperature 
rating with values of “AA”, “A”, “B” 
and “C” with “AA” being the best and 
“C” being the worst.

Of course, being a government 
test these values should be use for 
comparison only, like EPA fuel 
mileage numbers. I would only use 
tires with a traction rating of “A” and 
a temperature rating of “AA”. Fortu-
nately. most tires have these ratings. 
As for treadwear, if your Alfa is like 
mine and not used every day, the tires 
will probably die of old age before the 
tread wears out. With my Montreal 
only being driven a few thousand 
miles a year the tread should last me 
more than 20 years.

So I hope that this makes un-
derstanding all those markings on 
your tires a little less like Greek and 
helps you to be more knowledgeable 
when selecting tires. If you have any 
questions and or comments you can 
contact me at alfagene@att.net 

– Gene Brown 
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Our 50/40 Jubilee racing year began 
over New Year’s weekend at Laguna 
Seca, a special meeting to be sure, but 
the calendar technically went into 
gear with our first Driver Education, 
Time Trial and Race on the Big Track 
at Willow Springs on January 21-22. 
We had an excellent turnout and were 
pleased to welcome back some com-
petitors who got their start along with 
the Club, among them Past President 
Dan Ritter, who brought his new Fiat 
500 to run (see below).

Dan started time trialing in 1965 
and went to Bonneville Salt Flats the 
next year; a few years have passed 
since he last ran at Willow, but he 
very much enjoyed starting a reunion 
with the sport.

Dan tells us: “Willow Springs is a 
natural place to get back to what life’s 
little enjoyments are all about. It’s 
funny about when you leave some-
thing and you return to it, it’s like 
putting on your favorite old sweater; 
it just fits. Willow Springs, it’s just 
a comfortable place. Maybe that’s 
why all my friends were there waiting 
for me. Yes, it took a few laps to get 
familiar with this new car, but the 
Fiat 500 is just so forgiving and fun. 
Too bad it’s not an Alfa Mito.

“I started time trialing in 1965 with 
the SCTA at the El Mirage Dry Lakes 
in my 55 Chevy, even went to 

OFF TO A GREAT START! … Dan Ritter on 
the 40th Anniversary TT, DE, Race Weekend #1 at Willow Springs

The Boys of January at the Alfa garage, Willow Springs. Front to back: ‘65 GTV, 
Dirk Stoehr; ‘64 TZ1, Dirk Stoehr;  ‘69 GT Jr., Gerard Kassabian; ‘71 GTV, 
Manuel Minassian; ‘69 GTV, Brandon Adrian. Dan Ritter photo.
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Dan Ritter and Fiat 500 at speed.  
Photo from caliphotography.com

Twin Spark lust! Dan Ritter photo.

Bonneville Salt Flats in ’66, so time 
trials are a part of my nature for the 
lack of a better term. 

“I purchased the Fiat 500 Sport 
which came with the Pirelli P-Zero 
145X16 tires. These tires are great for 
the track and I did not want to wear 
them out, so I purchased on Ebay 
a set of steel wheels with the softer 
Firestone 185X55 15s for the street, 

leaving me with a set of ‘running 
shoes’ to put on for the track.

 “The other cars in my garage are 
my 67 FIAT Dino spider and 65 
Lancia Flavia PF Coupe. Too bad I 
have sold all my Alfas, of which I had 
no less than 11 or 12 at any one time. 
But I still have a yen to get a Giulia 
Sprint Speciale! I do want to get to the 
Buttonwillow track; hopefully if all 
goes well I can make it.” 

Here is an extra image Dan gave me 
of  him and his Giulia TI in tech at 
the 1987 La Carrera Baja Califorinia. 
I was at Laguna when Dan rolled this 
one, WITH HIS MOM as a pas-
senger! Pretty exciting, and gave me 
a reason to look for a rollbar for the 
Escort GT that I was driving “back in 
the day”.

– Paul Blankenship



12	 March 2012

More details at www.aroschpd.org 

Join Us at the Track! 

Race-Time Trials-HPDE-Enduro at 
Buttonwillow Raceway, Mar 31 - Apr 1 

HPDE 

TT 

RACE 

In the HPDE program, the emphasis is on 
driver training with respect to the safe 
operation and handling of a car at elevated 
speeds. New drivers  must attend classroom 
sessions. There is no competition involved.   

TT is a speed event similar to autocross run 
at considerably higher speeds, on a real race 
track with a number of cars on the course, 
trying to get their best lap time. You are 
only competing against the clock.  

Our goal is to have fun competing with 
people driving cars with similar speed 
potential to see who can get  to the finish 
first. Our emphasis is on clean, safe racing. 
Car-to-car contact is not tolerated.  

ENDURO Our annual 2 hour enduro on Saturday is a 
great way to race with one or more buddies. 
Fuel stops, driver changes, and all the 
strategies of endurance racing. 
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Beautiful day outside, good food 
and loads of fun inside. That would 
sum up any AROSC Annual Awards 
Banquet, but this one, kicking off 
our 50th year of existence and 40th 
year of organized competition, had an 
added component of nostalgia, and 
some signs that the future is in good 
hands as well. Okay, we talked about 
that last month. This time we’ll just 
look at some more pictures.

ANNUAL BANQUET PHOTO GALLERY
… pictures courtesy of Dicie and Ken Sizemore

MJ Kutkus and the events promo display.

Erwin and Susan Perl, left, and Mike Riehle show off some of the raffle items.

Doug Bender accepts the Alfa Cup.

With prizes in Time Trials and Concours, 
Art Russell was top points winner.
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There were lots of stories about John 
Ireland; here he tells a few of his own.

Charlie Schwartz shows his two large and 
one small  “tappets” signifying one partial 
term and two full ones.

Al Cortes, President 1982.

Norm Silverman eulogizes “Fast Freddy” 
Hamilton, who raced from his 80s until 
his recent death at 97.

Bill Kohl reminisces about IMSA racing 
in the 1970s.

Dan Ritter tells of recently time-trialing 
after a 20-year hiatus.
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The ReTuRn of The
one-Day RoaD TouR
Set aside Saturday, April 14th to give your 
car an Italian tune-up.  

This year we are reviving a car club 
tradition: the nice, concise day drive over 
some of the most scenic roads in Southern 
California that leaves you the option of 
being home by dark, or staying on for more 
adventures in the destination town.

We have many fabulous byways to choose 
from, and those picked for 2012 will take us 
past lakes, over twisty country lanes, and 
through the Los Padres National Forest  
with spectacular views and dramatic 
changes of landscape. Starting near Magic 
Mountain, we will take on the back roads 
through Gorman and east to SR33 which 
will take us to Ojai and our lunch stop at 
an excellent local restaurant. 

Please RSVP to Steve Edelman by March 30th

so that arrangements can be made with the 
restaurant: arsq90-ARSteve@yahoo.com

The ReTuRn of The
one-Day RoaD TouR
Set aside Saturday, April 14th to give your 
car an Italian tune-up.  

This year we are reviving a car club 
tradition: the nice, concise day drive over 
some of the most scenic roads in Southern 
California that leaves you the option of 
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Alfa Club dues seem to have become a 
bit confusing of late, so your Board of 
Directors thought it would be worth-
while for me to offer this explanation 
of dues and how they are spent.

When you pay your dues, you are 
supporting two organizations: the 
national club (Alfa Romeo Owners 
Club, or “AROC”) as well as our 
local chapter (Alfa Romeo Owners of 
Southern California, or “AROSC”). 
The national club provides members 
with a number of benefits, the most 
visible of which is the monthly 
magazine Alfa Owner. In addition to 
the magazine, AROC provides our 
club with insurance, organizes the 
annual conventions that take place 
throughout the U.S. and Canada, 
serves as a liaison with FIAT-Alfa, 
maintains a technical library and tech 
advisors, and coordinates the activities 
of 51 regional chapters.

I hope the activities of our local 
chapter are apparent, but let me 
detail them: we publish Alfacio-
nada, maintain the club website, and 
organize events ranging from tours, 
to competition, concours, and social. 
The chapter is organized as non-profit 
organization and files both federal 
and state tax returns. Your dues 
contribute to the expenses involved 
in these activities; advertising fees 
from the businesses that advertise 
in Alfacionada are the club’s other 
source of revenue (so please give those 
generous folks your business!).

Dues are paid through the national 
organization and that’s where things 
seem to get confusing. The inside 
back cover of Alfa Owner has a 

section titled “AROC: Join the Club” 
that offers five levels of membership, 
each with varying levels of services 
from AROC. Basic annual dues are 
indicated as $60, but that amount 
covers only AROC dues. While the 
application form in Alfa Owner 
includes a line titled “local chapter 
affiliation”, no mention is made 
of local chapter dues. The AROC 
website does a better job of explaining 
local as well as national dues – people 
wishing to affiliate with our chapter 
are asked to pay an additional $10 – a 
total of $70 – to join both AROC and 
AROSC.

So when you join and renew your 
annual AROSC-AROC member-
ship, a total of $70 is due. Part of the 
money that you send to Kansas City 
comes back to Southern California 
to help pay for Alfacionada and club 
events. Please be sure to include that 
additional $10 – what AROC calls 
the “chapter add-on” – when you pay 
your dues, so that we can keep all 
of our great publications and events 
coming.

– Jay Mackro, AROSC Treasurer

DISCUSSING ALFA CLUB DUES
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50 YEARS AGO
An AROSC Jubilee Special

Welcome to a series of precious 
retrospectives on your Club, from the 
pages of Alfacionada of the 1960s. 
This installment is from March 1963, 
volume 1, number 9, the club’s “newsy 
ALFA-land sheet” proudly announc-
ing the publication’s redesign and new 
name, Alfacionada. 

The image is of the masthead of 
a four-page, hand-typed newsletter, 
organized, edited and pasted up by 
the president Bob Nerell. He explains 
the new title: “ALFAcionada: What’s 
in a name? A great deal in this one, we 
hope, because we feel that in this new 
name we have a combination of the 
Spanish of this area and the Italian of 
our marque. ALFAcionada, accord-
ing to the ‘newly written version of 
Webster’ is one who is extremely 
enthusiastic about things ALFA.”  

So to tap into that enthusiasm, 
the results of an interest survey were 
announced, showing people wanted 
“driving type events in addition to 
social activities and rallyes. With this 
in mind, it is hoped that we may be 
able to secure a portion of the Pomona 
Fairgrounds for an event in the com-
ing months.” 

Activity-wise, this 1963 Club did 
a bit more rallying and racing, with a 
story about members braving a March 
17 storm to enter a Long Beach MG 
event that had an Alfas-only class. 
They also did more co-op activities, 
evidenced by an invitation encourag-
ing members to participate in an ARA 
weekend drive to San Simeon wherein 
ARA would do a Monte Carlo Rallye 
down and AROSC could do a “low 

pressure drive north”. Those inter-
ested should send a postcard to RSVP 
and book their rooms early ($12 per 
night double occupancy).

In 1963, fresh, all-color, logoed 
plastic membership badges were being 
offered to all members in good stand-
ing for 75 cents. For this, our 50th 
Jubilee, we are considering making 
some 6-inch anniversary decals avail-
able for about $5.

Alan Ward appeared to be the 
tech editor of record in 1963. So 
besides winning his class in the 
recent  NAASCC event with Barbara 
Goldfus navigating, he wrote about 
packing bearings and bushing the 
“Morelli” (sic) distributor. Great 
advice in about three paragraphs! 
(Don’t get any ideas, Gene!)

A fun catch-all section in the back 
of the newsletter gathered up refer-
ences from various members who 
wanted to share current media featur-
ing Italian machinery, such as the 
March Esquire magazine for “a section 
of pictures on great cars of the ’20s 
and ’30s”, and the latest Automobile 
Quarterly  because “this last issue has 
a good story on Pininfarina”.

It is heart-warming to see that 
our members were as irreverent, 
fun-loving, obsessive, energetic and 
generous at they are today. A full copy 
of the March 1963 Alfacionada will be 
posted soon on the website (arosc.org) 
for you to enjoy in its entirety.

– Elyse Barrett
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Save the Date: May 19 - 20

Coastal Cruise: PCH North

 

2012 SPRING DRIVING TOUR

 �elebrate o�r So�al �eritage on anot�er 
insider�s loo� at Paci�ic �oast �ig��ay 

�.�. to Santa Barbara

�e Bra�e �or �istory� Special !ini "o�r#s$  %  &immic� 
�ocal (no�ledge )�i*  %  Picnic ��nc�  %  Rest��l E-ening

Please RSVP to 
Jim & Elyse Barrett at 

eddinab@mindspring.com 
and/or call 714.964.9530.
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Alfa Time Trials	 Name			   Car
Class A	 1st	 Manuel Minassian	 Giulia Super
Class B	 1st	 Doug Bender		  Blue Sprint GT
Class C	 1st	 Art Russell		  Red GTV
Class D	 1st 	 Andy Steben		  Red GTV
Class E	 1st	 Andrew Watry		  Green Giulia Super

Non-Alfa TT		  Name			   Car
Class O	 1st	 Joseph Cobbs		  Blue Mustang
Class P	 1st	 MJ Kutkus		  Yellow Mercedes
Class Q 	 1st	 Andrea Bordato		  Black MR2

Alfa Cup		  Name			   Car
Group ABZ 1st		 Doug Bender		  Blue GTV

Non-Alfa Race		 Name			   Car
Class M	 2nd	 Mike McKibben		  Silver Mustang
Class N	 1st	 Don Wagner		  White Mustang
Class O	 1st	 Bruce Colby		  Silver BMW 325i
Class P	 2nd	 Chris Mayring		  Red Miata

Concours		  Name			   Car
Open 		 1st	 Jeff Srinivasian		  Spider
Open		  2nd	 Norm Silverman		  Spider
Closed		 1st	 Armin Wittenberg	 Sprint

2011 Championship Awards
Now in new, readable format! Sorry about last month …
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Peter Manelis’ Johannesburg Collection

Letter from Jim Lightfoot to Phyllis 
Gaylard:
Paula and I returned last week from 
an almost magical trip to South 
Africa, to attend the 2011 World 
Methodist Conference that was held 
in Durban. We went a week early and 
went on a five-day safari in Kruger 
National Park where we saw literally 
thousands of animals. On the way to 
Durban, we stopped in Johannesburg 
to visit with a member of our Chrysler 
and DeSoto Airflow Club who has a 
1935 DeSoto Airflow Coupe similar 
to my 1936 Coupe. I had hoped to 
see his Airflow but he said it was not 
easily accessible but he had a friend in 
Johannesburg who had two Chrysler 
Airflows and would I like to see them. 
He mentioned in passing that his 
friend also had some Alfas.

The next day my friend took us 
to see Peter Manelis’ collection that 
included a 1937 Chrysler Airflow 
sedan. Our first stop was Peter’s 
garage where he has a group of cars 
that are being worked on. These 
included fifties Cadillacs, Pontiacs, 
Buicks, a ’57 Studebaker Hawk, a 
’37 supercharged Graham and two 
Maseratis, all beautiful. We then went 

1937 Graham above, ’57 Hawk below.

Sprint Speciales
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up to the second story and I thought 
I had gone to Alfa Romeo heaven. 
Along one wall were twelve early Alfa 
Spiders. Along the opposite wall were 
another dozen or so Alfas including 
four 2-liter Spiders and several Sprints 
and two Sprint Speciales, an early one 
with a low nose and a later one with 
the higher nose and headlights. Peter’s 
man Russell (below) showed us all of 
these and explained the story of each 
one.

After drooling over these we went 
to Peter’s shopping mall where he 
stored the remainder of his collection 
in the basement area underneath the 
mall. There the collection just went 
on and on. I am guessing that Peter 
has about a hundred cars. I asked 
Russell how many Alfas there were 

and he told me 52. In addition there 
are perhaps ten Maseratis, several 
baby Fiat 500 coupes, several Lan-
cias, six Grahams and lots of other 
American cars from the thirties and 
fifties. Most of them are licensed 

and beautiful. Russell said he tries 
to drive each of them once a month 
but that is getting to be a challenge. 
The Chrysler Airflow was in the mall 
basement and is pretty well restored. 
Russell told me that several of the 
parts came from the U.S. through 
members of our Airflow Club.

Fiat 500C Topolino dates from 1950s.

Magnificent 1937 Chrysler Airflow.

We did see Alfas on the road. The 
photos of the red and white Alfas 
(above) were taken at a rest plaza on 
the motorway north of Johannesburg. 
The red one is a 147 4-door and the 
white one is a GT. The photo of the 
gray 147 sedan was taken in Pretoria. 
Enjoy the photos.

– Jim Lightfoot
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Visit Us On The Web
Pages.prodigy.net/alfaomega

3822 Clarington Avenue
Culver City CA 90232

(310) 836-3160

AROSC Wants YOUR OPINION
… tell us something good, bad or inspiring!

Your Club, the Southern California 
Chapter of the Alfa Romeo Own-
ers Club, is among the largest in the 
country with at least two activities per 
month. We have nearly 280 members 
and to those of you who participate, 
we thank you and hope you are hav-
ing fun.

For those of you we don't see often 
enough, we want to stage events that 
will appeal more to you so you'll have 
a convenient, fun excuse to exercise 
your cars.

As our Fab 50th Jubilee year gets 
rolling in earnest, your Board of 
Directors cordially invites your input 

on the drives, collection tours, com-
petition, picnics, high-performance 
driver training, social events we stage 
throughout the year.

What would make your member-
ship in this group more fun and 
meaningful?

Where would you like to drive your 
Alfa?

What are you tired of and wish to 
change?

Please help us to help you enjoy 
your membership in this organization. 
Write to us at info@arosc.org. A Club 
Director will respond.

Thank you!
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Classified Advertising
Classified (non-commercial) ads are accepted and published as a free service to 
members, and for $10 per insertion for non-members. Content must be Alfa-
related and/or of special and specific interest to the membership. Deadline for ad 
art files to be received by the editor is the 25th of the month before publication.

Commercial Advertising
Display space may be reserved and purchased at any time during the year. Rates 
are for 12 months and are renewable upon receipt of invoice. Now that the 
publication is electronic, advertisers may take advantage of bonus circulation 
available when posting their logos and links to the Club website, arosc.org. 
Deadline for ad art files to be received by the editor is the 25th of the month 
before publication.

Annual Costs, Color or B&W: 
Full Page $275	  
Half Page $150
Business Card/1/4-page $100

Please contact Advertising Coordinator Jim Barrett at info@arosc.org for a 
detailed rate card and complete advertising information.

2000 GTV parts: Fuel injection pump $150. Thermostatic actuator $50.  
Fuel injection lines and injector set $50. Alternator and voltage regulator 
$50. Head gasket set (New) $20.  Shankle heel & toe kit $10. Front grille 
w/ emblem and headlight rims. $100. Brembo front disc (New) $35. Tool 
kit in original case (like new) $40. Left/right door handles w/key. $60. 
Oil pumps $50. Call Alex at 949.497.1487 or rbirac@cox.net (Laguna 
Beach).

1991 164 – 139K w eng rbld @ 100K. Time Belt with 5K. CA car. Auto 
trans. Wants to cruise 70+ @ 20+ MPG. Interior good, A/C cold with good 
step motor, all electronics, lthr seats, sun roof, windows, dash, rear window 
def + shades, color white. Trans close to rebuild time. $1800 OBO. 
Call 818.427.2054. 

Classified – Parts For Sale
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