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Art Russell’s Giulia wins 3rd at Concorso Italiano;  
six pages of Monterey coverage and more in this issue!
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Meeting Information
General Meetings are held monthly, on a weekend day, at  
various locations in Southern California. A full listing of  
activities is on our website, arosc.org; a four-month calendar  
of events is on the outside back cover of this newsletter, and  
detailed information is in Previews. Check all three; email any 
questions to info@arosc.org, and a Club director will respond.

Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California
AROSC Business Address 
27152 Paseo Del Este
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
info@arosc.org

Newsletter Address
1098 N. Mentor Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91104
nashwill912@earthlink.net

Submissions
Please send classified ads, articles, 
letters and photographs to the 
Newsletter Address above, to ar-
rive no later than the 25th of the 
month prior to publication. 

Changes of Address
To keep your newsletter arriving 
after a move, please send your 
change of address information to 
AROC, P.O. Box 12340, Kansas 
City, MO 64116-0340. 

If you’re a nonmember subscrib-
er, or receive the newsletter on a 
complimentary basis, please send 
change of address information to 
the Club business address above.

Alfacionada is the monthly publi-
cation of the Alfa Romeo Owners 
of Southern California, a chapter 
of the Alfa Romeo Owners Club, 
Inc., a national non-profit organi-
zation of Alfa Romeo enthusiasts. 
Affiliation with AROSC and a 
subscription to this newsletter 
are included in your annual $70 
AROC dues. Non-members may 
subscribe to Alfacionada for $20 
per year, and attend meetings and 
events. See the inside back cover 
for a membership application form 
with rates and contact details.

Permission is hereby granted 
other AROC Chapters to re-
produce any original material 
herein upon request, provided 
credit is given to the author and 
Alfacionada. We ask the courtesy 
of a copy of the re-publication. 
Please send requests and copies 
to Managing Editor, Alficionada, 
at the Newsletter Address listed 
above, or to his email.

Cover photos are by Doug Bender (top) and Art Russell (bottom). The gray 
1959 Sprint Veloce in the bottom picture is owned by Alan LaSalle, and won 
a special Best of 750 class award at Concorso Italiano.
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Disclaimer (a.k.a. Lawyer Repellent)
AROSC and the editors of Alfacionada disclaim and assume no liability for the 
accuracy or legality of any technical information appearing herein. The views and 
opinions expressed herein are those of the author of the article or of the persons 
quoted therein. AROSC and Alfacionada are also not responsible for the safety or 
practicality of modifications performed by individuals or companies described in 
this publication. The automobile’s owner/operator should consider his/her goals 
when contemplating modifications to the automobile, and should seriously think 
about seeking advice from a trusted personal and/or other qualified automobile 
mechanic before performing any work or modifications to his/her vehicle.
Advertisement of automobiles, products, goods or services in Alfacionada does 
not constitute an endorsement or approval by AROSC.

AROSC Board of Directors — 2011

President:  
Mike Riehle & Chris Burke 
310.780.5427  
twoina2@sbcglobal.net

Vice President:  
Jim & Elyse Barrett

Treasurer: Jay Mackro

Secretary: MJ & Sheila Kutkus
310.542.3448

Competition Director:  
Terry Watson
443.462.7834 comp@arosc.org

Membership Chair:  
Norm & Evie Silverman

Programs Chair:  
Margi Brown-Orozco

Technical Chair: Gene Brown
805.527.8103

Concours Chair:  
Doug McHattie (Acting)

AROC Liaison: Will Owen
626.345.9659  
nashwill912@earthlink.net

Committees
Newsletter:  
Elyse Barrett, Will Owen

Website: Bruce Colby, Webmaster

Electronic Notices: Jay Negrin

Your entire Board is now available through one point of contact:  
info@arosc.org. We welcome and encourage your thoughts and feedback. 
This central email address will allow us to respond, at home or on the 
road, through our computers and smart phones. Leave your telephone 
number and request a call-back if you wish; we will be happy to contact 
you personally.

Don’t forget to check our website: http://www.arosc.org
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September 24 – General Meeting, Agua Dulce Winery and Big Mouth 
Pizza (See facing page).

October 1-2 – Time Trial and Race, Willow Springs International Race-
way (See info. on page 7).

October 15 – Vista Steam Museum Visit and Lunch at the Hertings, 
Fallbrook (See info. on pages 22-23).

October 29 – General Meeting and Tour of Nethercutt Museum with 
Wine-Tasting Lunch.

November 1 – AROSC General Elections. Watch for your official ballot 
in email and U.S. mail.

November 6 – Club Concours #3 at Best of France and Italy Car Show, 
Woodley Park, Van Nuys (See info. on page 13).

November 19 – General Meeting, Elections and White Turkey Auction, 
Dirk's Garage, Los Angeles (See info. on pages 24 and 25).

December 3 – Competition Board Meeting.

December 10 – Club Holiday Party at Kutkus', Redondo Beach.

December 11 – 2012 Board of Directors and Annual Planning Meeting, 
Redondo Beach.

December 29-31 – Time Trial and Race at Laguna Seca Raceway, 
Monterey.

January 28, 2012 – Annual Meeting and Luncheon, Delzano's, Redondo 
Beach (See info. on page 21).

Note: Board of Directors meetings are generally held on the last  
Wednesday of the month. Anyone with business to bring before the 
Board is requested to please contact Il Presidente Mike Riehle.

Previews … What’s coming up and when.
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Sa t ur day,  Sep t .  24 t h  1 1am  
Wine tasting, fabulous food and great company! 

AGUA DULCE WINERY & PIZZA 

RSVP to Sheila:   
310.542.3448 or sheila.k@verizon.net 

Agua Dulce Winery will offer wine tasting for $5 per person and 
will feature an Alfa Romeo Club Wine Price Special for the day for 
our members. 
 
We will gather at 11:00am for wine tasting/attitude adjustment. 
Around noon, we will go two miles down the road to Big Mouth 
Pizza.  We will order off-the-menu at the counter.  Enjoy Big Pizza, 
Big Salads, Big Sandwiches, Big Pasta & other good things.  You may 
bring your wine purchases from Agua Dulce, no corkage fee!  

Directions to the Agua Dulce Winery:  
Take I-5 to the 14 North. Take Sierra Hwy exit. 
Turn right on to Sierra Hwy & go 12.8 miles. 
9640 Sierra Highway, Agua Dulce,CA 
 
Directions to Big Mouth Pizza:  Go back 
West on Sierra Hwy 0.8 miles. Turn left on to 
Agua Dulce Cyn Rd and go 2 miles.  The 
restaurant will be on the right. 33323 Agua 
Dulce Cyn Rd Agua Dulce, CA 



6	 September 2011



September 2011	 7

More details at www.aroschpd.org

October 1-2, 2011

High Performance Driving
On the Big Track at Willow Springs Raceway, Rosamond, CA

HPDE

TT

RACE

In the HPDE program, the emphasis is on driver 

training with respect to the safe operation and 

handling of a car at elevated speeds. New 

drivers must attend classroom sessions. There is 

no competition involved.  Registration details 

are available by clicking on Direct Link .

TT is a speed event similar to autocross run at 

considerably higher speeds, on a real race track 

with a number of cars on the course, trying to 

get their best lap time. You are only competing 

against the clock. Registration details and info 

are available by clicking on Direct Link .

Our goal is to have fun competing with people 

driving cars with similar speed potential to see 

who can get  to the finish first. Our emphasis is 

on clean, safe racing. Car-to-car contact is not 

tolerated. Registration details and info are 

available by clicking on Direct Link .
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The Braille Rallye was great 
fun for those of us who entered. 
I had a new navigator this year, a 
charming nearly blind girl, Tif-
fany Kim (above), who is studying 
at Los Angeles City College. I 
took the Spider and we drove all 
day with the top down since the 
weather was perfect. Can’t brag 
much about our score, but we sure 
had a good time! Okay, we did 
better than Norm Silverman and 
his navigator, but that’s not saying 
much since none of us took the 
timing very seriously. Relatively 
new member, Jordan Lee, and his 
navigator came away with a 3rd 
place trophy. Way to go Jordan! 
The Rallye ended at the Toyota 

Museum in Torrance 
and we were able to tour 
the collection. The kids 
had great fun climbing 
in and out of the race 
cars. Actually, they had 
great fun climbing in, 
but once in they often 
needed help to get out 
again. I was tempted 
to try it myself just for 
grins, but those cockpits 
really are kid sized.

Glowing reports have 
been flowing in from 
those of us who made 
it to Monterey. Chris 
and I were among those 
who did not make it and 

it sounds like we missed a good 
thing. The annual dinner at the 
Loose Noodle Pasta House was 
well attended and successful as 
ever. The ARA people are a great 
bunch and a lot of fun to hang out 
with. Art Russell managed a 3rd 
place trophy at Concorso Italiano 
with his ’63 Spider. He says the 
entertaining highlight of the day 
occurred when a Lamborghini 
driver tried to jump the exit line 
and ended up with its nose buried 
in a sand trap. Other participants 
responded by setting up their 
lawn chairs and offering generally 
useless advice as they enjoyed the 
show. The Barretts are all smiles 
too for picking up a class win at 

FROM THE TOP … the Word from il Presidente
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Concours d’LeMons. They said 
copious quantities of dog hair put 
their entry over the top. However, 
I’m thinking they plied the judges 
with superior bribes. For the few 
that might not know, the idea at 
Concours d’LeMons is to enter 
the worst car. Bribing the judges 
is encouraged and in keeping with 
the spirit of the event. 

The countdown to our Board 
Member elections is ticking 
away; in this issue is a request for 
volunteers and nominations. We 
always need volunteers: people 
to help plan and run the events, 
and people to write articles for the 
Alfacionada. Board Meetings are 
in the South Bay area on the last 
Wednesday of the month. We take 
care of business, but I can’t say we 
don’t have a good time as well.

Speaking of volunteers, Phyllis 
Gaylard has stepped down as Edi-
tor after many years and is being 
replaced by Elyse Barrett and 
Will Owen. Will’s doing produc-
tion and Elyse is overseeing and 
mailing. Many thanks to Phyllis 
for doing this job for years and 
many thanks to Elyse and Will for 
stepping up. 

September 24 is our annual 
pilgrimage to Agua Dulce Winery. 
We will follow up with lunch at 
Big Mouth Pizza. MJ says the por-
tions are generous in the extreme 
and Big Mouth is obviously a 
descriptive name. Best of all, they 
are allowing us to bring in our 
wine purchases with no corkage 

fee. MJ and Sheila are bringing a 
box of wine glasses so we can show 
a little class and won’t be forced to 
drink our wine from Styrofoam 
cups.

October 1-2 is the Time Trial 
and Race at Willow Springs. If 
you haven’t already, I expect there 
is still time to sign up. Skipping 
ahead, we have rented Laguna 
Seca on December 30-31. It looks 
like it is going to fill up fast, so get 
your entry in early if you want to 
go! Also, Laguna Seca/Monterey 
is a great venue in more ways than 
one; several of us non-racers are 
thinking it might be a great place 
to spend New Year’s. We’ll keep 
you posted on how that develops.

Be sure and check out the flyer 
in this issue for the Vista Steam 
Museum Event followed by lunch 
at the Hertings in Fallbrook on 
October 15th. This is something 
totally new. I’m not quite sure 
what those good ol’ boys in 
coveralls will think of a bunch of 
“funny furrin cars” in the park-
ing lot, but speaking for myself, 
watching them fire up a bunch of 
old steam tractors and stationary 
engines sounds like a lot of fun. 
On the other hand, my better half 
is looking forward to whiling away 
the afternoon in the shade on the 
Herting’s patio. 

Remember, if the women don’t 
find you handsome, they should 
at least find you handy. And don’t 
forget the duct tape, a handyman’s 
secret weapon.

Mike & Chris
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The Tech Guy … asks: Do You Drive With Your Ears?

Cars have progressed a long 
way from those that were around 
when the first ALFA was built. 
They contain features that Nicola 
Romeo could not even conceive 
of. In the early days, when cars 
were expensive, most owners hired 
a chauffeur/mechanic to drive and 
maintain them. As cars became 
less expensive the people who 
bought them generally maintained 
them themselves, but as more and 
more cars were produced mechan-
ics became available to work on 
them. Early cars were simple 
vehicles; no automatic transmis-
sion, air conditioning, electronics 
or power everything. Reliability 
was less so they were serviced 
more often, with frequent oil 
changes, chassis lubrication and 
tune-ups, with more trips to the 
mechanic so many problems were 
caught early.

The cars of today are much dif-
ferent; they have conveniences that 
our grandparents could not even 
imagine and much greater reliabil-
ity. The only maintenance items 
before 100,000 miles are usually 
oil changes and tire rotations. 
After the warranty expires most 
cars don’t see a real mechanic until 
something goes wrong with them. 

Because cars are not regularly 
checked by competent mechan-
ics, small problems usually go 
undetected until they become 
major problems. Added to this 

is the fact that most people have 
no idea how a car works; to them 
it’s just an appliance, and chances 
are that someday they will have a 
major problem with the car. If an 
appliance fails at home you may 
be inconvenienced for a day or 
two, but if you are driving at 60 
miles per hour and something fails 
on your car the consequences can 
be fatal.

But if you have a basic under-
standing of how cars work, and 
you use your ears when you drive, 
you can catch the problems when 
they are still minor. Talk to any 
mechanic and he/she will tell you 
horror stories of cars that came 
into their shop. As a case in point, 
one mechanic had a customer 
drive into the shop with a car that 
had dropped a valve seat. When 
the mechanic asked how long 
the car had been making that 
rattling sound, the owner replied, 
“A month or two”. But since the 
car was still running the owner 
just ignored it. And so a valve job 
became an engine replacement.

So when you are driving your 
car, pay attention to it. It is talk-
ing to you. Does it start the same 
as usual? Does it sound the same 
when it starts? When you driving 
along does it make any unusual 
noises when you turn the steering 
wheel? Does it make any differ-
ent sounds as you accelerate or 
decelerate? The sounds don’t have 
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Visit Us On The Web
Pages.prodigy.net/alfaomega

3822 Clarington Avenue
Culver City CA 90232

(310) 836-3160

to be loud, sometimes they are 
very slight. Other times you feel 
the difference through the steering 
wheel or the brake pedal, even 
when you can’t really hear the 
sound. All of these can be symp-
toms that something is wearing 
out or failing. My daughter had a 
friend who wore the brakes down 
so far that the disk brake pad fell 
out of the caliper. The front rotor 
was less than 3 mm thick, about 
1/3 of the minimum thickness. 
This took a lot of driving to do 
and all the time the brakes were 
yelling at the driver. But the car 
still stopped, in a manner of 
speaking, so he ignored it. If you 
want to learn more about how cars 
work there many resources; for 

instance, the internet site  
http://auto.howstuffworks.com/ 
has a number or article describing 
automotive basics.  There are also 
many books on auto care and 
repair. By knowing more about 
your car you can describe the 
problem better to your mechanic, 
saving diagnostic time and cost.

You don’t have to know how to 
fix a car, just be able to recognize 
when something sounds or act 
different. When you do detect 
a change take the car to your 
mechanic and have it checked out. 
Caught early you can spend $100 
rather than $2,000 later. So turn 
off the radio and drive with your 
ears.

– Gene Brown 
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Largest online cataloag of  original

parts and accessories with factory part

numbers, images, parts diagrams,

online ordering!

� Original parts and hard to find NOS.
� Rebuilds, sheetmetal, restoration and

aftermarket parts..
� High performance components.
� Full line of Alfa Romeo Factory gifts,

accessories and collectables.
� Prompt worldwide delivery.

From Giulietta to 164, factory

authorized Alfa romeo parts

provider, over 30 years of  exclusive

Alfa Romeo experience.

Jon Norman, Ruth Ann Yager

800 890 ALFA (2532)

510 525 9435

www.alfapartscatalog.com
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SUNDAY, 11/6

9AM – 4PM
VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA

Join us at Woodley Park for a day with the best of French 

and Italian motoring machinery. This will be our AROSC 3rd 

and final judged Concours, and the Club's 50th Anniversary 

celebration kick-off gathering!

If you're looking to unload the garage or searching for that 

special part, check out the swap meet. The registration fee is 

the same for both cars and swap meet spaces. A parking area 

is provided for trailers and tow vehicles. Food will be 

available for purchase or you can bring your own picnic. 

Be a part of history!

The AROSC Golden Anniversary starts now! 

For more information, email info@arosc.org

AROSC CONCOURS #3

WOODLEY PARK
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The lyrics of the song, “Down 
in Monterey”, about the 1967 
Monterey Pop Festival do a good 
job  describing the magic of the 
“happening” that is the annual 
classic car week in August on 
the Monterey Peninsula. “... days 
of understanding, of moving 
with one another, even the cops 
grooved with us ... Religion was 
being born ... I think that maybe 
I’m dreamin’ ...”

The automotive world watches 
as the dream unfolds, from the 
PreHistorics through the Pebble 
Beach Concours. For us Alfa 
owners it is an intramural sport 
to travel with fellow chapter 
members and meet up with our 
brethren from San Diego, Central 
Coast,  Delta Sierra, ARA, AROO 
and beyond. 

Wednesday
The 2011 week got started for 
the early-risers of AROSC with a 
Wednesday transit that included 
wine tasting and a picnic lunch at 
Paso Robles’ finest: Wild Horse, J. 
Lohr and La Vigne (nee Silvestri). 
Tough duty, but if you can do it, 
this makes for a nice transition 

from your hectic daily life at home 
to your hectic car week life at 
Monterey!

Thursday
If, for whatever reason, you’re not 
attending the most prestigious and 
important concours d’elegance on 
the planet, the next best thing is 
to view the daily drivers of Pebble 
driving the Pebble Beach Tour 
d’Elegance, an extra-points activ-
ity for entrants in Sunday’s main 
event. About 160 precious vintage 
automobiles leave the safety of 
their enclosures at Pebble Beach 
and drive a loop into the country-
side and back to Carmel by mid-
day. The Alfa-budget-sized fun is 
to be at the Bixby Bridge (above 
and below) before 10AM. You too 
can snap postcard scrap and see 
the future Pebble Beach trophy 

Down in Monterey …Down in Monterey …
You’ll never know unless you go!

1933 Alfa Romeo 8C Corto

Photos by Jim and Elyse Barrett
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winners in their element: on the 
road! This year only one Alfa was 
on the roster, the 1933 8C Corto 
Touring Spider, but we got to see 
it, so there. 

With the afternoon spread 
before you, the choices are many. 
A leisurely look at 17 Mile Drive 
with a lunch stop at Seal Rock 
adjacent to Spyglass Hill worked 
for us. It was still gray and chilly, 
but the momentary quiet was nice 
because next we headed back into 
the fray to view RetroAuto, the 
lifestyle and collectibles exhibi-
tion adjacent to The Lodge at 
Pebble Beach. We were fortunate 
to have our cousin John Bothwell 
(below), exhibiting for Pur Sang, 
the Argentine Bugatti parts re-
manufacturer that has now begun 
building Alfa Romeo 8C 2300 
Monza replicas. Streaming video 
in the booth showed John being 
interviewed about the Monza by 
Jay Leno. And our elegant Cath-
erine Kusnick graced Monique 

300SL Roadster; M-B honored marque.

Gardiner’s space, assisting with 
the display and sale of wearable art 
scarves.

The crowning activity of the 
day is Evelyn’s Event (aka, the 
AROSC dinner at the Loose 
Noodle restaurant in Monterey). 
We basically dominate the parking 
on Lighthouse Ave., take over the 
restaurant, and have a wonder-
ful dinner party. This year we 
welcomed newer members Jeff 
and Margaret Srinivasan and 
Brian and Lorna Yellin who made 
it in from Pasadena and Lompoc 
(soon to be San Luis Obispo) to 
the Monterey madness.  And it 
was great to see Keith Burnside 
and friends, Tina Van Curen and 
Chuck Forward, and to make 
new friends such as NorCal’s Sue 
McFeron (now proud owner of 
Bruce and Pat West’s red spider). 
Although we did not have a  
superstar speaker from the autmo-
tive world, this year’s entertain-
ment program came from the stars 
shining within. Norm Silverman 
organized several testimonials 
from the floor by soliciting per-
sonal stories about life-changing 
car experiences. Chuck told about 
acquiring his Traction Avant; 
Jim Barrett recounted the unique 
conditions and the adventure of 
driving his ’65 Cobra home after 
purchasing it in Seattle; Fred 
Zimmermann of Central Coast 
described how he came to own his 
beautiful Berlina. It was a unique 
and affirming evening.
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Friday
Concorso Italiano, now in its 
third year at Laguna Seca Golf 
Ranch, is back on an upswing. 
Last year upon Alfa Romeo’s 
100th anniversary celebration, we 
said, “Best Concorso ever!” With 
approximately 1,000 cars from 
our favorite country to view and 
more than 100 of them being Alfa 
Romeos, we said it again. 

This was a feast and a frolic for 
the senses that contained a fun 
factor in the centerpiece display of 
authentic originals and barn finds, 
now complete with QR codes to 
scan with your smartphone for 

downloading a biography of the 
vehicle. There were so many cell 
users on the golf course that recep-

tion was inconsistent throughout 
the day. 

Fiat was the presenting sponsor 
and a major presence, displaying 
more Cinquecentos than in 2010, 
including cabriolets and U.S. spec 

1954 Ghia-bodied Alfa 1900SS

Monterey 2011 – Concorso Italiano



September 2011	 17

cars. Keith Martin made his 12th 
appearace as emcee and car-guy 
interviewer on the dais to enter-
tain and inform, and the midday 
fashion show did not disappoint 
(gotta love the music). Honored 

marques were Maserati (celebrat-
ing 45 years of Ghibli, and 40 
years of Bora) an DeTomaso (40 
years of Pantera).

AROSC was represented in the 
winner’s circle by Art Russell, 
whose Giulia spider garnered a 
3rd place in Best of Marque Alfa 
Romeo. Bravo, Art!! The support-
ing cast on the green included Jay 

Chuck and Jan Cline, Catherine 
Kusnick, Jay Mackro and Elyse Barrett 
enjoy their lunch. Cody is under this 
caption …

Mackro and Catherine Kusnick 
(164), Norm and Evie Silverman 
(Giulia spider), the Barretts (GTV-
6), Chuck and Jan Cline (Spider), 
Keith Burnside (GTV), Jim 
Caver (GTV) and Joe Nierderst 
(GTV), Chris Felfe (Spider), Nick 
Costantino (Spider). Dan Ritter 
and Al Cortes overcame mechani-
cal difficulties en route to make it 
in with Dan’s recently purchased 
dream car, a Bertone Dino coupe.

Meanwhile, over in Carmel 
Valley, at The Quail, Don and 
Carol Murray were winning Best 
in Class, Superamericas/Americas, 
with their maroon 1963 Ferrari 
Superamerica that we viewed dur-
ing our April visit to the Supercar 
exhibit at the Petersen.Alfisti photo-journos Susan Morehouse 

and Dave Gooley

“Hey, fella – the Concours d’LeMons is 
over that way!”

Alfa 1900 Zagato was the classiest of 
the Barn Find class.
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Saturday
Time flies when you’re in 
Monterey, and soon the final 48 
hours were upon us. After 17 
years of hiking into Laguna Seca 
Raceway to view the Historics, we 
began a new tradition. Yes, it was 
another day on the green, but this 
concours is different. So different 
that is isn’t listed in the “Insider’s 
Guide to Monterey” supplement 
to Sports Car Market. But, after 
just two years, even the checkers 
in the Pacific Grove Trader Joe’s 
recognized our tee-shirts and 
pledged to be there or be square. 
‘It” is the Concours d’LeMons, 
a show “celebrating the oddball, 
mundane and truly awful of the 

automotive world”, and it is a hoot 
supreme. 

Last year there were five Alfas 
entered in the Needlessly Complex 
Italian class; this year it was just 
us, but the rest of the field was as 
colorful as ever. From the “Baked 
Potato” Ford van covered in 
aluminum foil, to the crashed 24 
Hours of LeMons racing MGB, 
to the Porch Racing Porsche 924 
(its decklid decorated with two old 
folks sittting on a bench behind 
a wooden railing) to the Hagerty 
Insurance national Sweetest 
Lemon People’s Choice award 
winner, it was another fabulous 
show. This year the event was 
staged in a pond-adjacent park in 

Monterey-Adjacent: Concours d’LeMons

Needlessly Complex Italian winner ’82 GTV-6 of Jim, Elyse and Cody Barrett  
accepts  praise, abuse and trophy from Alan Galbraith. 



September 2011	 19

Seaside and admission was free 
to the public. To get parked, we 
negotiated copious amounts of 
goose and duck poop on the lawn, 
something new and different.

As il Presidente says earlier on in 
this newsletter, the key to securing 
a win is to bring the worst car and 
ply the judges with bribes. We 
went all out this year. In addition 
to our usual limoncello we had a 
loaf of Jan Cline’s excellent lemon 
bread, which in homage to the 

Winning strategy at Concours d’LeMons 
is simple: bribery rules!

goose donations under foot, we 
spread with pate, and pressed 
$2.50 in cash (to reflect the car’s 
2.5 liter powerplant) into the  
hand of  chief judge and event 
organizer, Alan Galbraith. Yes, we 
won!

Sweetest Lemon People's Choice Award 
winner, one of the few still-running 
AMC Pacers, from Atlanta GA.

We collected our award in time 
to head over to West and Maggie 
Clark’s in Pebble Beach for their 
annual Alfa-people and barrel tast-
ing party. This is a fine mingling 
of NorCal and SoCal Alfisti and 
the Clark’s hospitality is so very 
appreciated. West’s cabernet was 
excellent and the traditional hot 
and herbed sausages divine. As the 
sun set, cell phone text messages 
began coming in with word of 
auction action – and a Jaguar XK 
150S fetched the record high price 
of $324,000 at RM. 

Sunday
The next morning, Pebble Beach 
began its celebration of 125 years 
of Mercedes Benz, the Rolex 
Monterey Motorsports Reunion 
revved up for its final day, and we 
headed back to the O.C. to face a 
too-soon return to workday reali-
ties. 

Those who could stay until 
Monday had the more humane 
run home, but we all have great 
memories to savor while planning 
2012. 

– Elyse Barrett, celebrating  
her 20th Monterey visit.

Pure essence of  Cd’L: the BMW  
Bimmervitch!
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Braille Rally 2011 Was Fun for Everyone

While organizing for the Braille 
Rallye I can forget how awesome 
the event is, until the cars start 
arriving at the Braille Institute in 
downtown Los Angeles. They run 
a broad gamut from daily drivers, 
exotics, black and whites, to movie 
cars, Minis, Corvettes and, this 
year, four Alfas. Three of them we 
knew, belonging to Mike Riehle, 
Norm Silverman, and Jordan Lee, 
but the fourth, the 1993 Spider of 
Jason Tomlins was new to us (a 
potential AROSC member?).

August 6 was clear and not too 
hot, a blessing indeed. Fifty-eight 
cars, led by Mike Michels of 
Toyota, left the Braille Institute, 
traveled down the 110, rallied 
through the Palos Verdes Penin-
sula, stopping at the Pt. Vicente 
Interpretive Center, and finished 
at the Toyota Automotive Mu-
seum in Torrance.

There the drivers and student/
navigators were greeted by pizza 
and cool Toyotas of all ages, in-

cluding race cars that participants 
who fit could sit in for a special 
photo op.

Thank you and congratula-
tions to Mike Michels, who not 
only generously let us use the 
museum, but with his student/
navigator, Angel Solares, scored 
the Best Time Overall. Was it skill 
or good karma, or a bit of each? 
All the Alfas entered finished in 
the top 50%. Our Club winners 
were Mike Riehle with Luis 
Gomez holding the 12th best time 
overall and finishing second in the 
Alumni class, and Jordan Lee with 
Justin Claros earning 3rd best 
time for the Braille Readers class 
and scoring 13th best time overall.

If you want to see some neat 
cars, meet some cool people, be 
inspired by special student/naviga-
tors, drive a few L.A. roads you 
may not have been on for a while, 
and to just have a great time, save 
July 28 for Braille Rallye 2012. 

– Pat West 

Mike Riehle, Jordan Lee

Norm Silverman with his navigator, 
Tyrone Washington
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S a t u r d a y,  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  2 0 1 2
N o o n  – 4 p m

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

179 N. Harbor Dr., Redondo Beach, Ca. 90277 (310) 374-7525
(Located in the Redondo Beach Marina)

Please RSVP to Sheila by Monday, January 23rd

sheila.k@verizon.net or (310) 542-3448

 Fine Italian Buffet
 Year-End Trophies

for Track Events  
and Concours

 Charlie Cup 
 Raffle Prizes

AROSC 50th Anniversary Celebration
Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet

Vegetable Lasagna, Chicken 
Marsala, Ravioli Bolognese, 

Shrimp Pasta, Antipasto, 
Green Salad, Breads, Soda, 

Iced Tea, Lemonade ---
and Dessert!!

$25 including tax and tip
Full cash bar available.
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Vista Steam Show, Lunch at Hertings’

Our cool, off-the-beaten track 
activity for October is a unique 
expedition into rural San Diego 
County to commune with vintage 
machines and visit our dear Club 
members Dave and Erika Herting 
in Fallbrook for luncheon.

First stop of the day will be a 
step back in time at the Antique 
Gas and Steam Engine Museum 
in Vista. Founded 35 years ago, 
the collection is housed on a 
50-acre parcel of farmland and 
maintained in operating condition 
by volunteers. Vehicles, equip-
ment and tools dating from 1849 
through 1960 are used regularly 
for maintenance and during events 
such as this on the museum 
grounds. If you’ve never witnessed 
a steam-powered fire engine at 
work on a blaze or the drama of 
a slow tractor race, you’ll be in 

for an amazing experience. There 
will be threshing and weaving 
demonstrations, wagon and train 
rides, and the barns will be open 
for viewing the static exhibits and 
extensive collections. This week-
end marks the second show of the 
year (a spring event balances out 
the museum’s annual big public 
offerings), while blacksmithing 
classes are taught and the N Scale 
model railroad building is open 
most every Saturday. 

The Club plans a two-and-a-
half hour visit to this amazing col-
lection. We will meet in front of 
the Farmhouse at 10AM. Admis-
sion is $10 per adult, $9 seniors 
65+, and $7 children 6-12 (under 
6, free). Visit http://agsem.com for 
more details on the collection.

There is no organized convoy 
or caravan for making the transit 
to Vista, and no overnight stop 
planned. Please chart your own 
route and/or accommodations in 
the area.

Next stop will be the Hertings 
in nearby Fallbrook. We will be 
on the road by 12:30PM. They 
have graciously offered to provide 
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their OMG home-made pizzas 
starting at 1:30PM. Their ranch-
style home has serene views of the 
countryside and is surrounded by 
orchards. Oh, yes, and Dave has 
a first-class garage that he doesn’t 
mind opening to us.

Please note: an RSVP is request-
ed, and you should bring adult 
beverages to share. This would be 
a great excuse to show your new 
treasures from the AROSC Wine 
Tour!

Please RSVP to Erika at 
760.451.9144.

The Herting home is at 2488 
Via La Orilla, Fallbrook, 92028. 

Antique Gas and Steam Engine 
Museum is located at 2040 N. 
Santa Fe Ave., Vista CA 92083.



24	 September 2011

Our chapter is one of the largest 
in the U.S. of A. It takes some 
work to plan and organize all the 
activities we do each year. Here is 
your chance to help plan and con-
duct the wide variety of activities 
that makes this chapter so great. 
Maybe you have some new ideas. 
Maybe you are just crazy. Don’t 
keep those ideas to yourself, join 
the Board for 2012.

There are several Board posi-
tions open this year and we need 
some names to add to the 2012 
ballot. We elect 10 members to 
the Board of Directors, who in 
December choose the officers and 
committee chairs among them-
selves. The Board meets every 
month for dinner where all the big 
decisions are made.

If you or someone you know 
would be interested in serving, 
contact the Nominating Commit-
tee by September 30th to be on 

the ballot. Why not give it a try 
and get to be the volunteer selector 
as opposed to being the volunteer?

An email ballot will be sent to 
you in early November just like we 
did last year. Paper ballots will be 
sent to you via the good old U.S. 
Postal Service. Voting will be by 
either email or regular mail. 

Last-minute nominations may 
be made from the floor at the 
November 19th General Meeting 
(details adjacent). Election results 
for our 2012 AROSC Board of 
Directors will be announced im-
mediately following vote tabula-
tion. 

• �Nominating Committee Chair: 
Paul Blankenship 
818.349.7661 or 
sidewaysalfa@msn.com

• �Committee:  
Jan Cline and Steve Edelman

Elections Are Coming in November!
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General Meeting/White Turkey Auction

On Saturday, Nov. 19, 1-4 PM, 
we will have our biggest General 
Meeting of the year. The location 
again will be Italspeed, the home 
of Dirk Stoehr’s eclectic collection 
of Alfa Romeos and etceterini. 

Dirk is a generous host, sur-
rounded with automobiles and 
memorabilia as outgoing as his 
personality and he will provide 
snack stuff and drinks for us.

At this meeting we’ll announce 
the results of the 2012 Club 
Election and also conduct our 
annual White Turkey Auction, 
your opportunity to unload your 
garage of Alfa or Alfa-related 
stuff you reeeaaallly don’t need. 

Bring those dented, damaged but 
interesting bits and pieces for us 
to sell for you. And in case you 
have a moment of weakness in the 
auction, remember to bring along 
a box or tarp to lug home that 
special something you may have 
bought. The Club keeps some of 
the proceeds; you get the rest to 
use to buy more stuff to sell next 
year. It’s all win-win!

Italspeed is at 3101 S Main St. 
(the intersection of S. Main and 
31st St.) in downtown Los Ange-
les. Parking is on the street.

Norm Silverman and Charlie Schwartz 
conducting the White Turkey Auction.

Italspeed
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Classified Advertising
Classified (non-commercial) ads are accepted and published as a free service to 
members, and for $10 per insertion for non-members. Content must be Alfa-
related and/or of special and specific interest to the membership. Deadline for ad 
art files to be received by the editor is the 25th of the month before publication.

Commercial Advertising
Display space may be reserved and purchased at any time during the year. Rates 
are for 12 months and are renewable upon receipt of invoice. Now that the 
publication is electronic, advertisers may take advantage of bonus circulation 
available when posting their logos and links to the Club website, arosc.org. 
Deadline for ad art files to be received by the editor is the 25th of the month 
before publication.

Annual Costs, Color or B&W: 
Full Page $275	  
Half Page $1
Business Card/1/4-page $100

Please contact Advertising Coordinator Jim Barrett at info@arosc.org for a 
detailed rate card and complete advertising information.

2000 GTV parts: Fuel injection pump $150. Thermostatic actuator $50.  
Fuel injection lines and injector set $50. Alternator and voltage regulator 
$50. Head gasket set (New) $20.  Shankle heel & toe kit $10. Front grille 
w/ emblem and headlight rims. $100. Brembo front disc (New) $35. Tool 
kit in original case (like new) $40. Left/right door handles w/key. $60. 
Oil pumps $50.

Free (all used but serviceable):
• �Torn down fuel injection pump. Intake, exhaust manifolds.  

Air filter boxes.
• �Cylinder sleeves. Pistons, connecting rods (4)  brake and clutch  

master cylinders.
• �Clutch pressure plate, 2 disks, throwout bearing. Windshield  

washer water bags.
• �Motor mounts. transmission support. Sun visors, rear view mirror.  

Wiper arms.
• �Various repair and parts manuals. Service Coupon book and Guide to 

Service network. Fuel filter housing. Misc engine parts.
Call Alex at 949.497.1487 or rbirac@cox.net (Laguna Beach).

Classified – Parts For Sale
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