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Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California
Meeting Information
General Meetings are usually held the last Friday or Saturday of each month
at various locations. Check the Calendar information on the outside back
cover for an overview of the year, and the Previews section on Page 4 for
details of events planned for the near future.

AROSC Mailing Address:
Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California
17041 Malta Circle
Huntington Beach, CA 92649

AROSC Web Site:
www.arosc.org

Important Deadline & Info!
Please send classified ads, articles, letters, and photographs to the Editor in time to arrive by
the monthly general meeting to permit publication in the next month’s issue.

General Information
Alfacionada is the monthly publication of the Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California, a
Chapter of the Alfa Romeo Owners Club, Inc., a national non-profit organization of Alfa
enthusiasts. Subscription to this newsletter is included as part of the annual AROSC
membership fee of $70; non-members of AROSC may subscribe for $22 per year.
Permission is hereby granted to other Alfa Owners Clubs to reproduce any original
material herein, provided credit is given to the author and to the AROSC Alfacionada.

Classified Advertising
Classified (non-commercial) ads are available as a free service to members and for a nominal
charge of $10.00 per insertion to non-members. Ad content must be Alfa-related or of special
interest to the members.

Commercial Advertising Rates (modified for new page size)
Full page
1/2 page
1/4 page
Business card

$275 per year
$150 per year
$100 per year
$100 per year

Membership Information
See the inside back cover of Alfacionada.

.
This Month’s Cover: “It never snows in California!” But on our
Spring Driving tour, snow was all over the ground on Mount
Palomar, and Jon Burningham backed his spider up for this neat
shot.
Disclaimer (a.k.a. Lawyer Repellent)
AROSC and the authors and editors of this newsletter assume no liability for the accuracy
or legality of any technical information appearing herein. They are also not responsible for
the safety or practicality of modifications performed by individuals or companies and
described in these pages. You should always check with your mechanic before performing
any work or modifying your car in any way.
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AROSC BOARD of DIRECTORS – 2011
President: Mike Riehle & Chris Burke
(310) 780-5427 (H)
twoina2@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: Jim & Elyse Barrett
(714) 964-9530 (H)
eddinab@mindspring.com
Treasurer: Jay Mackro & Catherine Kusnick
(949) 412-5830 (cell) jmackro@alum.mit.edu
Secretary: MJ & Sheila Kutkus
(310) 542-3448 (H)
mj.slk@verizon.net
sheila.k@verizon.net
Competition Director: Terry Watson
(310) 372-5027 (H)
slaysman@aol.com
Membership Chair: Norm & Evie Silverman
(818) 427-2054 (cell)
normanev@msn.com
Programs Chair: Margi Brown-Orozco
(818) 264-8964 (H)
margibrown@thekernorg.com
Technical Chair: Gene Brown
(805) 527-8103 (H)
alfagene@att.net
Concours Chair: Fred Firschein
(714) 773-1473 (H)
alfaoro@roadrunner.com
AROC Liaison: Will Owen
(626) 345-9659 (H)
nashwill912@earthlink.net

AROSC Committees
Newsletter Editor: Phyllis Gaylard
(714) 377-6377
AROSCeditor@aol.com
Web Master: Bruce Colby bruce.colby@sbcglobal.net
Electronic Notices: Jay Negrin
(310) 399-0538 (H)
jmnegrin@verizon.net

Alfacionada - May 2011

Page 3

Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California

2011 AR
OSC P
ws -AROSC
Prrevie
eviews
An O
utline of Coming E
Outline
Evvents
May 14-15 – Buttonwillow Time Trial & Race (new Date!)
The wine tour has been rescheduled to July 15-17 to add this competition
event to our calendar. See page 35.
May 21– Cars & Coffee / garage tour @ Don Murray’s/ brunch &
General Meeting @ Cline’s
Itinerary and info on page 20.
June 5 – Huntington Beach Concours & Club Concours #2
See info on page 18-19.

DON’T MISS:
May 21 -- Cars&Coffee, Murray collection tour, & Cline’s Brunch
May 14-15 -- Time Trial & Race @
Buttonwillow
June 5 -- Concours at Huntington
Beach

June 25 – General Meeting at Shin Yoshikawa’s, Frazier Park
July 2 – Alfapalooza, Gladstone’s Long Beach
See info on page 22.
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July 15-17– Wine Tour -- Rescheduled due to conflict
See page 35.
July 31 – General Meeting and Summer Party at Phyllis’,
Huntington Beach
August 6 – Braille Rallye and lunch
See contact info on page 24.
August 18-21 – Monterey Historics Weekend
August 27 – General Meeting TBD
September 24 – General Meeting, Agua Dulce Winery & Big Mouth
Pizza
October 1-2 – Time Trial & Race, Willow Springs
October 29 – General Meeting & Tour of Nethercutt Museum
November 6 – Concours #3 at Best of France & Italy Car Show,
Woodley Park
November 19 – General Meeting, Elections, and White Turkey
Auction, Dirk’s
December 3– Competition Board Meeting
December 10 – Holiday Party @ Kutkus’

NOTE: Board meetings are currently flexible as to date and location.
If you are interested in attending, call Mike Riehle.
Alfacionada - May 2011
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Vie
w fr
om the Top -iew
from
The weather gods gave their
blessing to the Spring Driving Tour.
Cold in the mountains and warm,
but not hot, in the desert suited the
Spider and my AC-addicted better
half just fine. We were lucky
enough to catch some snow in the
trees going over Mount Palomar
which made for some spectacular
picture taking opportunities. Our
friend Jon parked his 1957 Spider
Abnormale in a nice patch of snow
and took the picture on the cover.
Nearly everyone took the
opportunity to snap a few pictures.
The hardest part was picking out a
few of the best ones to use in this
issue. Anza Borrego is a long way
from home. I always knew that at
some level and by the end of the
weekend I fully realized how far.
Fortunately, the Spider never
missed a tick.
The April Driving School at the
Streets of Willow was well
attended and actually made a small
profit. That was very welcome
news, the economy being what it
is. The next event is the May 1415 DE, TT & Race at
Buttonwillow. Good weather is
likely and hopefully the fair
weather racers (you know who
you are) show up en mass.
The April general meeting at the
Petersen went well. As we toured

the Supercar Exhibit, our Docent,
Gene asked: What is the definition
of a supercar? My definition is a
car that is beautiful enough and
fast enough to be highly desirable,
but is too expensive for me to
purchase. Our MR-2 has been
described as a poor man’s Ferrari
and is much too affordable to be a
supercar in my book, so I consoled
myself with a strawberry malt
shake from Johnny Rockets.
May 21 is Alfa Romeo day at Cars
& Coffee. No reservations
required. Just make sure you get
there Oh-My-God early to be sure
of a parking spot. Last year we
had 60-80 cars and completely
filled up our parking area. If you
haven’t already made reservations
for the subsequent tour and
brunch, you are probably out of
luck as RSVPs are required and
attendance is limited. Call Elyse &
Jim Barrett — just maybe you can
whine and/or bribe your way in.
The Huntington Beach Concours is
only two weeks later. So if you
are lazy like me, spiff up the Alfa
for Cars & Coffee and try to keep
it that way for a couple of weeks.
This is one of my favorite events
of the year. It is low key and it’s
okay if your Alfa isn’t a 90 point
car. Bring a picnic lunch and
stretch out in the shade under the
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trees. If you get bored, take a
walk and check out the other cars.
If you get tired, come back and
park yourself in the shade.
Perfect.
Phyllis gave me some Newsletters
from other Chapters. The
Alfacionada stacks up fairly well
against the competition. It
certainly has the most pages!
Some other chapters do a lot better
job of soliciting advertising and we
need to do better there. Also,
some of the chapters have
interesting articles profiling
members’ rides. We ought to think
about that although it’s not like we
lack for content. What’s your
favorite part of the Alfacionada?
The articles? The pics? Or, is it
the calendar? Feel free to put in
your two cents worth as it is a
constantly evolving publication.
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This month you will get the usual
paper copy of the Alfacionada as
well as an emailed copy. This is
the last month we are doing that,
so make side-by-side comparisons
and let us know your preference.
If you do nothing (i.e. Unless you
opt in), you will only get the
emailed copy effective with the
June issue. No need to panic if
you don’t have an internet
connection, we will continue to
send you a paper copy. It won’t
be quite as timely and is more
expensive for us, but we
understand.
Remember, if the women don’t
find you handsome, they should at
least find you handy. And don’t
forget the duct tape, a handyman’s
secret weapon.
Mike & Chris
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Tech: As The Battery Dies
by Gene Brown
So it is a beautiful day and you
decide to take your Alfa out for a
spin. It has been a while since you
had it out and you hear the siren
song of the open road. So you jump
in the car, turn the key and hear …
nothing. What’s wrong, it ran fine
the last time you used it? More
than likely it is a dead battery.
Batteries die for a variety of
reasons, age, lack of charge, low
electrolyte or operator error are
some of the reasons. All batteries
will die of old age, usually about
the time the battery warranty runs
out. As a battery is repeatedly
charged and discharged it builds up
a sulfate coating on the plates
which will reduce its capacity and
eventually it will be unable to start
your car. In a previous article I
talked about checking the battery
for proper electrolyte level. If the
level falls below the top of the
plates the battery will die very
soon. But these failures happen to
all batteries and the only recourse
is to replace the battery.
The most common reason for a
dead battery, especially if it is well
within its warranty period is
operator error such leaving an
electrical load (lights, blower, radio,

etc.) on. Most modern cars have a
circuit that automatically turns the
lights off a minute or so after
turning the key off but most people
don’t realize that older cars will
also turn off the lights
automatically; it just takes a bit
longer like an hour or two when
the battery goes dead. This
happened to me on my Montreal
while taking a 5000 mile jaunt in
2009 (visit alfagene.net). I had
been driving during the day in the
rain and had turned my lights on.
When I shut the car down I forgot
to turn them off. When I came out
the next morning I knew there was
a problem when I say the headlight
covers in the wrong position.
Fortunately I was carrying a
portable jumper system that I was
able to use to start the car. From
that point the alternator was able
to charge the battery. I had a
similar problem in my spider due to
a bad heater blower switch. When
I shut the door the switch moved
and turned on the blower motor.
When I came out later the battery
was dead.
If you don’t drive your car for
several weeks, particularly newer
cars, the battery can die just from
the load of the electronics that
never turn off. Security systems
and modern radios never turn off
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completely and are always drawing
some current. If that is the case
then you can connect a trickle
charger to the battery for
prolonged non-usage. Of course
you can always use the excuse of
“having to charge the battery” as a
reason to take your Alfa every
week or two.
Another thing that can kill a
battery is doing nothing but short
trips. Starting a car pulls a lot out
of the battery and it can take 10 to
20 miles of driving to fully
recharge the battery. Just letting
the car idle will not generally
recharge the battery. The
alternator has to spin above a
certain rpm before it will charge
the battery. Usually at idle it is not
spinning fast enough so all you are
doing is further discharging your
battery.
Most cars have some method
letting the operator know how the
electrical system is doing. It might
be an ammeter, a volt meter or the
“alt” light. The ammeter lets you
know which direction current is
flowing, either into (+) or out of (-)
the battery, it doesn’t really tell you
about the condition of the battery.
Also your ammeter can indicate a
“charge” even though the
alternator is not producing enough
current to recharge the battery.
The volt meter tells you about the
Page 10

state of charge of the battery but
it does not tell you if the battery is
being charged or not. You have to
watch the meter for a while to
know if the battery is charging. If
the voltage is holding steady in the
normal zone or increasing from low
to normal then the battery is being
charged. If the voltage continues
to go down then it is not being
charged.
The “alt” light only indicates if the
alternator output is about the same
as the battery voltage. If the light
is on then either the alternator is
trying to charge a battery that will
not recharge or the alternator is
not putting out enough to charge
the battery.
So what do you do if your battery
is dead? If you have a charger you
can try charging the battery at a
low current (2 to 10 amps) for an
hour or so and then trying the start
the car. If it still won’t crank then
you probably have a dead battery.
If the car starts fine then it might
be because of an electrical load
when the car is turned off or it
could be due to a bad charging
system. Most auto parts store and
service centers have the equipment
to check both the battery and
charging system so don’t assume
that it is a bad alternator or battery
and just replace it, you might be
spending money to replace a good
component.
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Alfa R
omeo T33/6/12 P
Romeo
Prrofile – Amazing 6Wheeler!
By Louis Galanos
In secret testing almost two weeks
(April 1 to be exact) after the 1970
12 Hours of Sebring race Alfa
Romeo arrived at Sebring with
their one-of-a-kind, six-wheeled,
twelve cylinder Alfa-Romeo T33/6/
12. Designed to give the Porsche
917 and Ferrari 512 a run for its
money, the Alfa Romeo sported a
5-liter V12/60 degrees/4v engine
and six wheels in total.
The six-wheel Alfa Romeo T33
project was cancelled abruptly
after teens from a local high school
snuck onto the raceway at night
and stole the car from its hanger/
garage. The chassis was found
two weeks later in a nearby orange
grove minus the engine.

For several years after this
incident rumors circulated about a
V12 hot rod that was blowing
away all comers in the Sebring
area. Not to be outdone by Alfa
Romeo, other race constructors
soon jumped on the six-wheel
bandwagon. Ferrari had their 312/
T6, Tyrrell had the P34, March had
the 2-4-0 and Williams had the
FW08B. In both the World
Sportscar Championship and
Formula 1 these cars were soon
outlawed.
[Source: Louis Galanos]
Read more: http://
www.sportscardigest.com/alfaromeo-t33612-car-profile/
#ixzz1IxWAMpBP
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2011 SSpring
pring Tour
A Weekend of SSw
weet SSer
er
endipity
erendipity
by Elyse Barrett
Photos by Jim Baarrett, Jack
Merriam, Jon Burningham and
Steve Edelman
If you missed the 2011 Spring
Driving Tour, it is guaranteed you
missed a great weekend and some
great times with SoCal Alfisti!
We had more changeable weather
that kept things cool and breezy,
but no road closures or washouts
and no overheating Alfas. We
were fully subscribed with 17 cars
and 29 participants, including the
bronze Cinquecenta from Sean
Russell’s San Diego Fiat
dealership, fiatofsandiego.com.
Our route took us from San Juan
Capistrano over the Ortega
Highway, through the outskirts of
Temecula and onto old Hwy. 395
into agrarian San Diego County on
twisty, oak-shaded two-lanes to
our lunch stop at Bates Nut Farm
in Valley Center. After shopping
the farm’s superstore of country
fare we settled at tables adjacent
to the farm animal farm. Darling
but audacious creatures kept the
encounters colorful.
And oh what a lunch! No bribes
were needed to award prizes to
this year’s stunning interpretations
Page 12

of Flower Power; Best use of
Sheeps/Lambs; Starry Sights; and
Cactus: the People’s Vegetable.
Not only were food and table
settings over the top, costumery
was amazing.
Flower power winners Jay Mackro
and Catherine Kusnick admitted to
owning the clothes; Charlie and
Bonnie Schwartz admitted to
buying silk-screened socks with
special imagery in Amsterdam’s,
ahem, coffeehouse district. Sheila
Kutkus shamelessly put her plush
lamb up to promoting her
shepherd’s pie. Joyce and Doug
McHattie excelled at concoting
cactus salad and taco stuffings that
only the judges knew about from
their experiences in the deserts of
Mexico. And Steve Edleman
trumped all again by being the first
to RSVP (and run the pre-trour
cartography run) and Mike Reihle
and Chris Burke’s pal, Jon
Burningham became the event’s
2011 newbie with his beautiful
Giulietta spider. Please come back,
Jon!
We did a lot of vista viewing on
this tour, and the stop after lunch
was arguably the most memorable
in recent years. We drove up on
Grade road along the south flank
of Palomar Mountain into a
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whitescape of haorfrost that has
not been seen in a decade. Alfas
on ice never looked so nice. As
clouds boiled overhead, we parked
and perched on the edge of the
world, and could see the Pacific
Ocean in the far southern distance.
Out next vista was an overlook of
Lake Henshaw. Oh darn, another
20-mile view, accented by higher
elevation flowers still showing
color: lavender and white
ceanothus, yellow pincushions on
the meadows, purple fiddlenecks,
some golden poppies at the
roadside.
The jaunt over the San Ysidro
Mountains and into Borrego
Springs was just another hour and
once ensconced at the Palm
Canyon Resort, we had time to
decompress before our traditional
commual attitude adjustment. It is
a credit to the Club that
spontaneity comes naturally to this
bunch. We paused for a while on
the boardwalk outside our rooms
before the wind blew us upstairs
above the hotel’s shuttered saloon
to finish our conversations.
Dinner at Assagio required negotiation of the biggest roundabout in
Southern California in one of the
darkest cities in the West, but we
made it to the restaurant and were
graciously served the best Italian
dishes in the region.

Sunday dawned blissfully still and
after a buffet breakfast at the
hotel,we embarked on a solid halfday tour of Borrego Springs area
— nature, art, culture, history.
Memorable moments included
1) the surprise Native American
bazaar at the Anza Borrego Desert
State Park visitors’ center, where
we were just going to see the
diaroamas and take the quartermile nature walk - all this fun put
us nearly an hour behind itinerary
schedule (but what does that mean
exactly, “schedule” ?
2) the group photo op with
monumental mastodon sculptures
in Galleta Meadows - wow!
3) helping the unhappy couple
driving the Prius out of the sand
adjacent to the mastodon
sculptures in Galleta Meadows Hmmm!
4) power-shopping the galleries
and boutiques in The Mall - yes, it
is officially named “The Mall” and
you can buy authentic milagros,
original watercolors and Oriental
teapots all within 100 feet of each
other
5) after a sumptous lunch at
The Red Ocotillo in the newly
refurbished mid-century Hollywood
hangout hotel, The Palms, seeing a
certain Australian Shepherd flush a
rabbit from the scrub
And then it was time to leave the
Borrego Valley!
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We made quick work of Hwy. S22
to Hwy 79 into Warner Springs for
the stop at Hawk Watch Winery.
Owners Mike and Lisa Schnell
organized a private tasting of six
very original wines. Corporate
survivors with vision and a solid
business plan, the couple have

carved a niche in this challenging
(at 3400 feet up) grape-growing
region dedicated to big reds and
blended whites. We’ll be back!
What fun. What a weekend of
serial serendipity. Can it get better
than this? Thank you all for
participating.

Loading up to start on Saturday Morning.

A brief stop in Temecula to get the gtoup together.
Page 14
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The group enjoyed the traditional picnic in the park, with special themed
menues and displays.

Flower power! The Schwartz’s and Mackro’s in costume.
Alfacionada - May 2011
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The group stopped on the way up Mt. Palomar to examine the white
stuff on the ground.

Social hour at the Palm Canyon Resort -- soon to move indoors!
Page 16

Alfacionada - May 2011

Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California

There was a nice array of goods at the ABDSP Native American Bazaar.

On the G
alleta M
eado
w with the ‘‘elephant
elephant in the rroom
oom
Galleta
Meado
eadow
oom’’

Circling in for wine tasting at Hawk Watch Winery.
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AR
OSC Concours at H
untington B
each
AROSC
Huntington
Beach
Sunday, June 5th join the rest of the gang at the Huntington Beach
Concours. In addition to the fine cars on exhibit you will have the
opportunity to show your Alfa in competition against other club members.
As a reminder the cars are grouped to compete against each other in the
following categories: Daily Driver, Competition, Closed, and Open.
Awards will be given in each class dependent on the number of cars
entered in each group. If you have a car entered in the concours you will
be asked to help with the judging. You will be partnered with someone
who has experience doing this. It is a great experience as you talk to the
owners and see how they solved their problems getting their cars to this
high level.
If you have never participated in a concours do not be afraid that your
car is not good enough. A clean, well presented car has an excellent
chance for a ribbon. Bring your car early and get it parked on the field.
Do any last minute detailing; hint:!!! a clean trunk looks great and shows
effort. Judging starts promptly at 10AM. Registration for the AROSC
concours will take place at the event, but you must register in
advance for the Huntington Beach Concours, by May 27. For an
entry form, go to the web site: hbconcours.org or contact Phyllis
Gaylard at (714) 377-6377. See you there!
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For an entry form, go to the web site: hbconcours.org
or contact Phyllis Gaylard at (714) 377-6377 or E-mail to
AROSCeditor@aol.com
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Alfa Day at Cars & Coffee + Meeting
May 21 in the Marque Corral
Last call: Make it your 2011 OC Saturday and come to the annual Alfa
Tour de OC at Ford Design Center (Mazda corporate parking lot) in
Irvine on May 21.
Alfa is the honored marque at this Saturday at this, the premier car-freak
coffee klatch on the planet, so make this the Saturday you get up early
and drive!
Itinerary
6:30-8:30 Cars & Coffee. Ford Design Center, Irvine. Free
admission. Coffee Refills $1.
We have a designated display area that holds only about 50 cars, so
arrive BEFORE 7 a.m., to park here. Otherwise, you can park in the
outer lots and still have a great time!! Bring your coffee cup and you can
get refills of some great joe for $1.
8:30 - 10:00 Garage Tour, at Marble Unlimited, Irvine
As Cars & Coffee winds down, get ready to drive up the road to our
Club member’s garage for an exclusive viewing of his lovely Italian,
German and American machinery.
DO NOT INVITE ANYONE WHO YOU DON’T KNOW AND
WHO IS NOT A MEMBER OR YOUR GUEST.

10:30 - 12:00 noon. Brunch at Casa Cline, Fountain Valley.
Donation Requested.
Our regularly scheduled Club business and address by il Presidente
Mike Riehle will take place here. THIS IS A MEMBERS-ONLY
ACTIVITY. AN RSVP IS REQUIRED. Please contact the Clines, at
714.531.3541 is required, and an expenses-defrayal donation of $5 per
person is requested, please.
Other questions will be answered and details provided by Elyse & Jim
Barrett, at 714.964.9530; or through email at eddinab@mindspring.com.
Come on down.
Page 20
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We tend to max-out the reserved parking for Alfas, so come early!

June M
eeting at SShin
hin Yoshikawa
razier
Meeting
oshikawa’’s, F
Frazier
Par
k -- JJune
une 25
ark
Save the date: Shin is the artist for the Alfa cut-away drawings you
may have seen, as well as an automotive prototyper, and all-around
Renaisance Man. There is plenty of parking and lots to see. More
info on time and location next month.

Alfacionada - May 2011
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Alfapalooza is Coming! July 2!
Come celebrate the 2011 Transpacific Yacht Race on Saturday, July 2
and be a part of the pier-side color at Gladstone’s Long Beach as some
of the most distinguished ocean racing yachts gather for their biennial
2,250-mile slide to Hawaii.
In 2009 New Zealand and Australia Alfa Romeo distributor Neville
Crichton brought his 100-foot maxi racer to the event and as a supporter
of the marque, we became supporters of his mission to break the
Transpac speed record. He graciously gave Club members a tour of the
boat and talked with us about the vessel, the event and his network of
dealerships Down Under. The next week, he did indeed smash the
record for the event. At press time, we don’t know what he has entered,
but this will be the third Alfapalooza in as many years, and we are now
part of the party!
Last year we gathered in mid-June for a milder day on the waterfront
and had a walking gimmick rally to amuse ourselves and build an appetite
for the fabulous appetizer menu at Gladstone’s.
Alfa Required
This is an Alfa showcase and you must drive your Alfa to be able to park
with us at the Transpac Patio and on the Rainbow Pier, hosted by John
Sangmeister, manager of Gladstone’s.
We typically have 30 cars from AROSC and our friends from Central
Coast and San Diego chapters. It is a great excuse for a party and to see
some folks from outside the area.
View the Yachts
The race starts in three-day waves and there will be sailboats from 36 to
100 feet moored in and around our pier. You can walk the docks and
view the boats, relax in the shade on the patio outside Gladstone’s and of
course, hang out with your car.
Schedule the Event
Mark your calendar for July 2 and look for more information here and in
e-blasts from AROSC. You may also friend Gladstone’s Long Beach on
Facebook, and see all the other goings-on.
Page 22
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The pier is a show place for Alfas, beach-goers, bikes, etc. We fit in fine.

Dave Mericle’s beautiful Berlina at last year’s Alfapalooza.
Alfacionada - May 2011
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Save the date: entry form and more information available fr
om P
at West. E-mail to braillerally
e@gmail.com
from
Pat
braillerallye@gmail.com
or call (714) 841-1249.
Page 24
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April M
eeting: P
etersen M
useum Tour
Meeting:
Petersen
Museum
Photos by Phyllis Gaylard

Two beautiful Super cars: a 1998 Vector M12 on the left (190 mph,
$184,400 new) and a 1992 Jaguar XJ220 (213 mph, $650,000 new).

A beautiful work of art!
Alfacionada - May 2011
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The last of the front-engine “slingshots”

The ‘66 “Pure Heaven” roadster based on a ‘32 Austin Bantam.
Alfacionada - May 2011
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An interesting contrast between the old “Bug” and a current dragster.

We dined on the Johnny Rocket’s patio just outside the museum.
Alfacionada - May 2011
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The School at Willow: April 2011
By Mike McKibbin
At last year’s school, we brought my
niece, Erin, in her mother’s Malibu.
Erin did not have a clue how to drive a
car, the reason being, at least up to
that point, she simply had no interest.
The school really represented her first
attempt at driving, and she was, quite
frankly, freaked out by the machine.
The fact that she actually got behind
the wheel and operated the car was a
milestone. But she was still
intimidated by the machine; very
little, if any, driving took place in the
intervening year; and we were
delaying in leaving for this year’s
school because the city bus she was
using to get to and from school was
late.
Erin’s mother sported an appropriately
concerned look as Erin got into the
passenger seat of the Malibu, and was
driven to the race track by my
daughter Andrea.
This year’s school was pretty much
everything for which the club could
have hoped. There were at least 60
sigh-ups, about half of which were in
the very large street performance
class. Almost two-thirds of the rest
made up a very large race group, with
only the time trial group looking like it
needed to be filled out somewhat. As
usual, Steve Hamilton and his able
band of instructors were at their best
and, whether it was intentionally or
not, the theme of this year’s school
was “the joy of driving.” .It was the
perfect diversion from tax time.
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This was the biggest crowd the school
had had in years. What was really
encouraging were the new faces,
people we have never seen at club
events before.
We finally got to see Norm Silverman’s
Lemons car, a beat-up Mustang LX
with junkyard headlights and
taillights, although the engine had a
decent sound. It was on of the time
trial cars, and also one of the few
Mustangs which actually seemed to
make it to the end of the weekend.
Racing Mustangs, anyway. The
Poulin Family stopped at the local
budget Rent-A-Car outlet on the way
to the track, and picked up three new
Mustangs for street performance.
They probably put the equivalent of
15,000 to 20,000 miles worth of tire
wear on the cars, and one is reminded
of the Seinfeld episode where the
rental car clerk asked Jerry if he
wanted the “loss/damage waiver” and
he replied, “oh yeah, I’ll be needing
that.”
Don Wagner suffered through the
entire weekend with his mustang GT in
race group, and despite adjustments
and replacements of parts, was never
able to get it running right before
giving up the ghost on Sunday
afternoon. Joe Cobb, in his modified
Mustang LX, at one point on Sunday
afternoon was telling all who would
car to listen “all I want is to be able to
drive it home,” despairing that it might
be going back to San Diego at the end
of the hook. Everyone is family,
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however, and Asa Keszek (here only
for love of the club, as his car had
been broken) determined it was the
starter motor, and following a quick
purchase at the local Auto Zone and
installation, Joe had the fever again,
and was on the grid for the practice
race.

her dad, giving me a couple of
sessions with the car on Sunday.

In the meantime, in the large street
performance group, we were beginning
to notice some things about Erin.
Coming off the line on the race track,
she actually burned the tires. On
Sunday, we actually watched her
It was a rather quick death for my
slaloming with some degree of
mustang SVT, but 20 minutes into the
confidence, although at the end of the
first session on Saturday morning,
skid pad session just before lunch
when the engine began to heat up, I
Sunday, she came around the last
pulled it off the track, and it
cone, lost control of the car, and had
immediately stopped running with a
headed straight for instructor Dennis
foul smelling steam/smoke billowing
Fibrow whose dive to safety looked
up from under the hood. Rob Rhodes like a world class gymnastic maneuver.
found a broken thermostat, and we
Thos of us lucky enough to see it
replaced that along with a radiator, and gave him high ability and style scores.
were given some encouragement when
the car fired up. But then the engine
But here is the bottom line of the
began to falter, and white smoke
school: after it was over, Erin jumped
billowed from the exhaust pipes, and
behind the driver’s wheel of that
we knew it was done. At the very
Malibu, and drove it home. Several
least, a blown head gasket.
days later, she passed her driving test,
and now has a driver’s license. We
My daughter Andrea was driving her
hear she has been driving allover
MR2 in race group, and took pity on
town.
Score a big one for the school!

Mike McKibbin and pals at the campsite Friday night.
Alfacionada - May 2011
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A large class filled the room!

Steve Hamilton introduces the instructors.

The Poulin clan’s 3 rental Mustangs -- at least different colors.
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Mitch changes tires on his new Miata.

A serious Ferrari racer joined our fun.

The pit area was well filled.
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The company car is dead!

Cars on the track.
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The Saturday afternoon race group gets ready to start.

And they’re off -- start of the Saturday race.

Three abreast in the first turn looks like impending disaster. Norm
Silverman is on the inside, trying to follow the Ferrari. Fortunately, no
crashes ensued.
Page 33
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A new Camaro takes to the skid pad.

Visit Us On The Web
Pages.prodigy.net/alfaomega
3822 Clarington Avenue
Culver City CA 90232
(310) 836-3160
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ANNUAL WINE TOUR
J U LY 1 5 - 1 7 , 2 0 1 1

SAVE THE DATE!
The AROSC Annual Wine Tour has
ŵŽǀĞĚŝƚ͛ƐĚĂƚĞƚŽƚŚĞƐƵŵŵĞƌƚŝŵĞ͊
Look for more details on the tour
in our Monthly Newsletter!

Email your Programs Chair at: aroscprogramchair@gmail.com
to receive up-to-date information as it becomes available!
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Largest online cataloag of original
parts and accessories with factory
part numbers, images, parts diagrams,
online ordering!






Original parts and hard to find NOS.
Rebuilds, sheetmetal, restoration and
aftermarket parts..
High performance components.
Full line of Alfa Romeo Factory gifts,
accessories and collectables.
Prompt worldwide delivery.

From Giulietta to 164, factor y
authorized Alfa romeo parts
provider, over 30 years of exclusive
Alfa Romeo experience.
Jon Norman, Ruth Ann Yager
800 890 ALFA (2532)
510 525 9435
www.alfapar tscatalog.com
Alfacionada - May 2011
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Classified A
ds -- Free for members
Ads
WANTED: For a ’70 GTV, the
Ward & Deane street performance
spring package. I had these on my
’74 2L and they were awesome. If
you have a set or know of a set for
sale let me know. Call Andy
Steben at (626) 807-0800 or Email to steben7@aol.com. (12/10)

Lancia

Alfa Romeo

FIAT

Santo’
Santo’ss Italian Car Service
Santo Rimicci
8816 Amigo Avenue
Northridge, CA 91324

Telephone
(818) 701 - 1614

Monday thru Friday 8 to 6, Saturday 9 to 3
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Check enclosed for $_____________

Affiliation/subscription: member of another AROC Chapter wishing to join AROSC . . . . . . . . . $22.00
For subscription only, send above information with check payable to AROSC to:
AROSC Treasurer, 17041 Malta Circle, Huntington Beach, CA 92649

=====================================================================

AROC Member Number (if applicable) _______________

e-mail __________________________ Alfa(s) Owned _______________________________________

Home Phone ( ) ____________________ Work Phone ( ) ___________________________________

Street _______________________________________ City ______________ State ____ Zip _______

Name _______________________________________ Spouse __________________________________

Dues for 1 year membership in the Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California (AROSC) and the national
organization, the Alfa Romeo Owners Club - US (AROC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . DUES INCREASE . . $70.00
Please fill in the following information, make checks payable to “Alfa Romeo Owners Club”,
and mail to: Alfa Romeo Owners Club, PO Box 12340, Kansas City, MO 64116-0340
OR: use a credit card at the AROC web site: www.aroc-usa.org or phone free to (877) 399-AROC

Membership Application
Alfa Romeo Owners of S
outhern California
Southern
Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California
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Cars & Coffee ,
tour, Brunch, Gen
Mtg.

5

14-15 Buttonwillow
DE, TT & Race

May

Alfa Romeo Owners
of Southern California
17041 Malta Circle
Huntington Beach
CA 92649
Change Service Requested

Gen Meeting at
Shin Yoshikawa’s,
Frasier Park

Concours @
Huntington Beach

June

Alfapalooza -

31

Summer Party

15-17 Wine Tour

2
LB

July

Our 2011 Calendar
Braille Rallye

27

Meeting TBD

18-21 Monterey Historics

6

August
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