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AROSC Mailing Address:
Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California
17041 Malta Circle
Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Important Deadline & Info!
Please send classified ads, articles, letters, and photographs to the Editor in time to arrive by
the monthly general meeting  to permit publication in the next month’s issue.

General Information
Alfacionada is the monthly publication of the Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California, a
Chapter of the Alfa Romeo Owners Club, Inc., a national non-profit organization of Alfa
enthusiasts.  Subscription to this newsletter is included as part of the annual AROSC
membership fee of $70; non-members of AROSC may subscribe for $22 per year.

Permission is hereby granted to other Alfa Owners Clubs to reproduce any original
material herein, provided credit is given to the author and to the AROSC Alfacionada.

Classified Advertising
Classified (non-commercial) ads are available as a free service to members and for a nominal
charge of $10.00 per insertion to non-members.  Ad content must be Alfa-related or of special
interest to the members.

Commercial Advertising Rates (modified for new page size)
Full page $275 per year
1/2 page $150 per year
1/4 page $100 per year
Business card $100 per year

This Month’s Cover: Doug Bender points out that two Alfas can not occupy the
same space at the same time after Art Russell (below) and Doug hit in turn 9 on the first
lap of the final race on Sunday at Willow Springs last month. This sent Doug spinning
into the infield and Art went on to have a great time racing with Terry Major and
Dennis Fibrow in their MR2’s, as seen on page 28.  Photo by Art Russell.

Meeting Information
General Meetings are usually held the last Friday or Saturday of each month
at  various locations.    Check the Calendar information on the outside back
cover for an overview of the year, and the Previews section on Page 4 for
details of events planned for the near future.

 Disclaimer (a.k.a. Lawyer Repellent)
AROSC and the authors and editors of this newsletter assume no liability for the accuracy
or legality of any technical information appearing herein. They are also not responsible for
the safety or practicality of modifications performed by individuals or companies and
described in these pages. You should always check with your mechanic before performing
any work or modifying your car in any way.

 AROSC Web Site:
www.arosc.org

Membership Information
See the inside back cover of Alfacionada.
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AROSC BOARD of DIRECTORS – 2010

President:  Norm Silverman normanev@msn.com
(818) 349-3548 (Work) (818) 427-2054 (cell)  

Vice President & Tours:  Jim & Elyse Barrett 
(714) 964-9530 (H) eddinab@mindspring.com

Secretary:  Gene Brown
(805) 527-8103 (H) alfagene@att.net

Treasurer/Editor:  Phyllis Gaylard 
17041 Malta Circle, Huntington Beach, CA 92649

(714) 377-6377 AROSCeditor@aol.com

Competition Chair:  Bruce Colby
(760) 727-7668 (H) bruce.colby@sbcglobal.net

Entertainment:  Paul Dexler
(818) 773-0480 (H) pdrd@pacbell.net

Social Directors:  Sheila & MJ Kutkus 
(310) 542-3448 (H) mj.slk@verizon.net

sheila.k@verizon.net

PR & Liaison:  Will Owen
(626) 345-9659 (H) nashwill912@earthlink.net

Technical:  Mike Riehle
(310) 780-5427 (H) twoina2@sbcglobal.net

Competition Liaison:  Fred Firschein
(714) 773-1473 (H) alfaoro@roadrunner.com

AROSC Committees
Web Meister:  Bruce Colby   bruce.colby@sbcglobal.net

 ‘Wired’ Notices:  Jay Negrin jmnegrin@verizon.net
(310) 399-0538 (H)

Concours:  Doug Adler
(805) 499-4835

Wine Tour:  Margi Brown margibrown@thekernorg.com
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DON’T MISS:
Feb 20 General Meeting at Autobooks

and lunch at Porto’s
Feb 27-28 Drivers School @ Streets of

Willow

February 20 – General Meeting @ Autobooks, Lunch at Porto’s

We will again gather at Autobooks to browse their wonderful collection
of interesting books about cars, drivers, etc.  Then we will have a
meeting in the parking lot and proceed to Porto’s Restaurant (down the
street) for a wonderful Cuban lunch and pastries.  See page 18.

February 24– Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

February 27-28 – Drivers School at Streets of Willow

February 27-28 – Desert Classic Concours, La Quinta

Alfa Romeo will have a marque corral for those of us not entered in the
judged Concourse.   Charlie & Bonnie Schwartz will host lunch on
Saturday, and the McHatties will host dinner & wine tasting Saturday
evening.  See page 16 for details.

March 27 – General Meeting/picnic Malamut Collection, Thousand
Oaks, 10:30 AM

See info on page 20.

March 31 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

April 11 – Concours, Paramount Ranch
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April 24 –General Meeting, chili cook-off & family picnic, Brea

See teaser on page 20.

April 28 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

May 22 – General Meeting, Agua Dulce Winery & Vincenzo’s Pizza

May 26 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30PM

June 5-6 – Time Trial, Race, & Enduro at Buttonwillow

June 6 – Concours at Huntington Beach Concours, Central Park,
8:00AM – 4:00 PM

June 19-20 – Il viaggio di Barrett (spring tour)

See preliminary info on page 17.

June 23-27 – AROC Convention at Fredrick, MD

June 26 – General Meeting TBD

June 30 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

July 17 – Alfapalooza/Centerary Celebration, Gladstone’s at
Rainbow Harbor, Long Beach

July 25 – General Meeting and Summer Party at Phyllis’,
Huntington Beach

July 28 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

August 7 — Braille Rallye

See reminder on page 15.

NOTE: Board meetings have been moved from first Wednesday to
last Wednesday of the month so more board members can attend.
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Wonderful So Cal.  With sunshine and
temperature in the 60’s we were able to
enjoy the company gathered for our
Annual General Meeting and Awards
Presentations last month.  In addition,
the weekend earlier, among dire
predictions of rain and blustery
weather, the sun shone for 2 days at
Willow Springs Raceway as we got
our competition program off to an
auspicious start.  We may have a trend
here???   Thanks to everyone for the
nearly full house.  The food and
service at Delzano’s was plentiful and,
as usual, very good.

This was a wonderful opportunity to
thank the Competition Board and their
families for the fabulous and
professional job they have done and
continue to do.  It is truly a family
effort involving spouses, significant
others, children, and grandparents. It
never ceases to amaze me how
volunteers, braving heat, cold, the
whims and wishes of a multitude of car
owners and competition drivers can
run such a professional show.  The
members also owe themselves a round
of applause for the inspiration created
by their participation.  Awards were a
little scarce this year because of a
reduced competition schedule and
some winners, not being club
members, did not qualify.  The overall
competition championship was,
embarrassingly, won by Evie and me.
Perseverance (showing up at every
event – Track and Concorso) allowed

us, far from having the fastest cars at
the track and far from the prettiest car
at the Concorsi, to win the Silver
Bowl.  I still see Fred Firschein,
starting the year with a class win at
Willowsprings looming on the ‘Overall
Championship’ horizon.  For race
group, we do have a Race Class in the
Concorsi that can add to the points.
Come out and join the fun.  The
Charlie Cup, awarded for a long period
of unselfish service to AROSC
(coupled with a fair amount of general
irreverence) was awarded to Doug
Bender.

Continuing our policy of diverse
locations of interest for our General
Meetings, on Feb 20th we will have our
third annual clean car show and
General Meeting at the famous
Autobooks-Aerobooks in Burbank
(see inside) with El Porto pastries
provided by our hosts Tina and
Chuck.  Among the most enthusiastic
car people in So Cal, Tina (former Pres.
of AROSC) and Chuck (my personal
car deity) are responsible for, among
other things, The Best of France and
Italy and Thursday Car Night.  After
this morning meeting, we plan to walk
to the corner for a special treat – lunch
at the famous (and inexpensive) El
Porto bakery and great Cuban
sandwich emporium.  Please try to be
there by 9 AM.  The parking lot is not
huge and many car clubs tend to drop
by during the day.  The only people
that have assigned parking are Tina
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and Jay Leno.  There is other parking
in the area, but lets try to huddle.

Though not on our schedule, I’m sure
Terry Majors will arrange for a 3rd

Annual Go Kart Championship Race.
Keep a look out for the schedule.

By the time you are reading these
ramblings we will be preparing for our
first driving school of the year – Feb
27th -28th.  Shame on those of you who
miss it.  This is a truly a life
extending event.  It also creates what
some feel are symptoms of addiction
that could turn you into a Time Trial
competitor, or like me start you racing
at 67.  This school continues to be an
inexpensive way to improve your
driving skill and those of your
bambini.  Less than the cost of your
deductible and certainly less than the
value you put on your life.  This is an
intense, but fun-filled 2 days that is
guaranteed to improve what you
consider to be driving skills.   You
can download the entry forms at
www.arosc.org.

This same weekend, for those not
attending school, the second annual
Concours d’ Elegance is being held in
La Quinta and Alfa Romeo is the
featured Marque.  The corral is $30 for
a car + 2 people, and accommodations
are available for an extremely
reasonable in-season rate (see inside).
We have invited ourselves for a
Saturday BYO picnic at the new

Charlie & Bonnie Schwartz desert
retreat on the boarder of Joshua Tree
National Forest.  After lunch we will
take a casual drive through Joshua
Tree and end up at our
accommodations.  Jim & Elyse Barrett
have arranged a price for rooms at the
Palm Desert Best Western that
includes a cooked breakfast.  The
McHatties are welcoming us to what
has been turning into an annual event
BBQ at their adobe in La Quinta
(Please bring finger food (noshes (for
12)) that Saturday evening.  It seems
that Doug McHattie has befriended a
local wine merchant who will conduct
a tasting.  Contact Jim or Elyse Barrett
at eddinab@mindspring.com or (714)
964-9530.

Check www.arosc.org for our calendar
of events.  We will be adding events
as the year progresses.  For example,
not yet posted,  the Barretts have
arranged for our 2nd annual
Alfapalooza at Gladstones on the Pier
in Long Beach and a potential
participation in the Dana Point
Concours d’Elegance.  As this is Alfa
Romeos 100th anniversary year we will
have some remarkable opportunities to
show off our great Marque.  A number
of other surprises are in store – stay in
touch.

Keep the wheels side down

Norm Silverman (Norman I, Rex)
Evie Silverman  (Evie I, Regina)
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TTTTTech Arech Arech Arech Arech Article -- ticle -- ticle -- ticle -- ticle -- Differential Cleaning &
Inspection

Wrapped up some house projects and
am looking forward to some quality
garage time.  Finding and fixing that
elusive clicking sound in the Spider
has long since ceased to be fun, but I
vow to make the best of it.

The Spider’s differential has been
disassembled and inspected.  Frankly,
there are no obvious problems.  The
inboard axle carrier bearings, which
were my prime suspects, look great.
The spider gear assembly functions
smoothly.  And the ring gear bolts
were still nice and tight.  (They have a
nasty habit of coming loose on the
early cars.)  The left hand axle bearing
isn’t quite what it should be and will
be replaced along with all of the oil
seals.

Disassembling and reassembling a
differential is fairly straightforward,
providing you don’t need to replace
any pinion bearings.  If you do, then
it is necessary to set the pinion gear
depth.  In that event my approach
would be to set it up with the original
pinion gear depth on the theory that
the depth should be retained unless
the ring and pinion gears changed.
Setting up a differential with new ring
and pinion gears is a much scarier
proposition.  I have been advised it is
a job best left to experts with ample
experience.

I was amazed to discover that the
differential is not the 5.12 I had
thought.  The pinion gear has 9 teeth
which when divided into the 41 teeth

on the ring gear yields 4.56, not 5.12.
Guess I’ll get over it since a 4.56 is
stock and is generally considered
superior for the street.

Replacing the front seal requires a
special castellated socket, which is
no longer available.  To make matters
worse, the 750/101 cars take a
slightly different socket than the 105
cars.  I sacrificed a Harbor Freight 30
mm socket and roughed out a usable
tool in about 30 minutes with a die
grinder.

My son asked if I planned to
“beautify” the rear end before
reinstalling it.  Naturally, I said yes.
It is truly amazing how much crud
has accumulated.  Repeated attacks
with a pressure washer made a lovely
black oil stain down the driveway,
but did not fully remove 40+ years
oily residue.  Subsequent attacks
with solvent slowly removed the
gunk and unveiled what can only be
undercoating overspray.  Then to my
surprise, lacquer thinner attacked the
black paint underneath.  I’d like to
say the end is in sight, but that is a
little too optimistic.  It is going to
take some more degreasing followed
by wire brushing and sanding before
it is ready for paint.

Usually, I would just buy a few rattle
cans from the local home center and
dress up the old finish, but after all
this work I just have to do better.
Tried to order Eastwood’s ceramic
chassis black which is a true epoxy,
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but it is not legal for sale in California.
Eventually ordered their extreme
chassis black in quart cans.  The
instructions say to spray only when
the temperature exceeds 70 degrees,
so I am praying for warm weather
sometime soon.

Taking the Spider to the upcoming
Desert Concours event seems like
wishful thinking, so we signed up to
take the Sprint.  I‘d like to have the
Spider done by then.  We’ll see.

Mike R

EEEEElectrlectrlectrlectrlectronic Nonic Nonic Nonic Nonic Neeeeewsletter –wsletter –wsletter –wsletter –wsletter –

E-Mail Newsletter Option
Make sure your E-address is known!

The Alfacionada is now available electronically … the enhanced
(color, printable PDF) version is now available to members and
subscribers via e-mail. If you would like a copy E-mailed to you
just send an E-mail to AROSCeditor@aol.com and request one
for review.  To request the electronic newsletter on a permanent
basis, send an E-mail to the same address and  simply state “online
only” and list your name so we can save mailing the printed version
to you..

If you want to keep getting the mailed copy, you don’t need to do
anything except read and enjoy.

PPPPPat Gat Gat Gat Gat Garrarrarrarrarrett Hett Hett Hett Hett Has Lost Has Lost Has Lost Has Lost Has Lost His Bis Bis Bis Bis Battleattleattleattleattle

In case you have not heard, we lost one of our great friends and
Alfisti February 8.  Pat Garrett passed away that morning at his
home in Fallbrook.  Pat had been hospitalized for months trying to
recover from his surgery last year.
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Annual MAnnual MAnnual MAnnual MAnnual Meeting -- Deeting -- Deeting -- Deeting -- Deeting -- Delzanoelzanoelzanoelzanoelzano’’’’’sssss

Photos by Mike McKibbin & MJ Kutkus,

A nice collection of door prizes was offered.

The food selection was the usual great Italian feast.
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Happy diners smile for the camera: Bonnie & Charlie Schwartz in front,
with Doug Bender, Art Russell, and Marco Ventura with their ladies.

The guys must be talking cars on their side of the table, and their wives
are probably talking about the food.
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More  happy diners:.

Year-End Awards

Concours:
Open Norm Silverman 1965 Spider
Closed Jay Mackro 1966 Sprint GT
Daily Driver Carrie Adrian 1993 Spider

Time Trials:
Non-Alfa Class M Ray Tsugawa Corvette

Class N Joe Cobbs Mustang
Class P Derek Watry BMW 325is

Alfa Class B Jorge Mazlumian GTV
Class C Art Russell GTV

Race Group:
Non-Alfa Class L Robert Poulin BMW M3

Class M Mike McKibbin Mustang
Class O Bruce Colby BMW 325i
Class P  1st   Chris Mayring Miata

 2nd  Terry Major Toyota MR2
Alfas Class ABZ  1st Jes Thyssen Milano

2nd Marco Ventura GTV-6
Class CDEF Norman Silverman Giulia TI

Overall Year End Award Norman Silverman

Charlie Cup Award Doug Bender
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Doug Bender was awarded the “Charlie Cup” in honor of Charlie
Thieriot for his long-term efforts in the Time Trial & Race Program.  The
award included a very nice original paining honoring Alfa Romeo and the
club.

Bruce Colby awards the coveted Overall Year-End Trophy to Norm -- the
big silver bowl!
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AROC national and AROSC are trying to get member’s current email
addresses.   They are going to give email a try to reduce some postage
costs and provide a more direct and timely information pipeline. 
However, they are NOT going to be spam generators, so nobody’s
inbox is going to be blasted daily with AROC emails (more like one or
two a month) and we do NOT sell member info to anyone.  AROSC
wants to expand the reach of our E-Blast meeting and event reminders
as supplements to the Alfacionada.

One of AROC’s bigger expenses is postage and paper used to remind
people of their membership renewal date.  We will very soon begin
emailing an alert ahead of any USPS mailed alerts with the expectation
that many of the paper mailed alerts will no longer be needed.  This will
include second and final renewal notice alerts as well.  

In the “timely information pipeline” area additional email alerts will used
for notification of the “in process Board of Directors election” to remind
people to vote and probably an election results email to follow the
election.  I would also expect that we will have a couple of
emails dealing with the upcoming AROC convention and a post-
convention one touting convention coverage in the Alfa Owner as well
as on the AROC website.      

Any help you could give AROC and AROSC in trying to get a more
complete listing of member’s email addresses will be appreciated.
Please send to AROSCeditor@aol.com and AROCadmin@aol.com.  

And if you haven’t been to the AROC website recently, you might
check that out, as there have been some small changes.  One of the
changes will be used as the reason for one of our first full email-capable
membership campaigns coming shortly.

Regards 
John Justus

A PA PA PA PA Plea frlea frlea frlea frlea from ARom ARom ARom ARom AROC and AROC and AROC and AROC and AROC and AROSCOSCOSCOSCOSC
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Alfa Alfa Alfa Alfa Alfa TTTTTour of Iour of Iour of Iour of Iour of Italy 2010taly 2010taly 2010taly 2010taly 2010

The AROSC is putting on a tour of Northern Italy for the Mille Miglia
2010.  This will be a very casual touring group with the main focus on
Italian cars but a few other works of art included.

The tour dates are May 3-15, 2010.

We will be journeying via minivan so the group will be limited to 20.
The travelers will be responsible for their own bags, bills, and food.  So
far, we will be visiting Milano, Modena, and Brescia.

Interested???  Contact Jan Cline
jclinefvca@yahoo.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
 

BRAILLE RALLYE 2010
Saturday, August 7

 
I look forward to seeing you all again this year!

Information and registration packets will be sent in about mid-April
 

Question:  If we had t-shirts available, would you be willing to purchase
them at about $10, with proceeds going to the Braille Institute?

Would they have to have a date, or could they just have the Braille
Rallye logo and perhaps change the color every year?

 
See you in August!!

Pat West
nseandwest@verizon.net
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Save the date and plan to join an intrepid Alfa congregation at the third
annual Desert Classic Concours d‘Elegance on February 27-28 in La
Quinta.

While not an official Chapter event, a contingent attended last year when
Alfa Romeo was the honored marque, and it was such fun we are doing
it again, unofficially.

The event has shifted headquarters to nearby La Quinta, home of our
members Doug and Joyce McHattie. Nearby are part-time desert
dwellers, Charlie and Bonnie Schwartz and between them, we have an
adventuresome gourmet weekend planned.

The itinerary includes caravanning on Saturday to Joshua Tree to get a
peek at the Schwartz’ now-completed desert retreat and enjoy a light
lunch. Many of those who participated in the 2008 Spring Driving Tour
saw the house and grounds under construction. Charlie and Bonnie are
now proud to show off the completed project.

We will retrace our steps out of Joshua Tree, Yucca Valley and
Whitewater to then transit the Palm Springs area and arrive in La Quinta
for a late check-in at our hotel. We are working on a group rate for the
Embassy Suites, where rooms are currently $160. Doug and Joyce will
reprise their “wine-down” dinner party for us, with a special presentation
and tasting by  one of their favorite vintners, and of course, the fabulous
Dougburgers!

Sunday’s festivities will begin at about 8 a.m. with parking on the green
at the La Quinta Resort. Awards are scheduled to be presented after the
lunch break (in the vicinity of 2 p.m.).

For more information, contact Jim & Elyse Barrett at
eddinab@mindspring.com and/or call 714.642.1593 or 714.642.1583
(our cell phones).  Visit the event Web site,
www.DesertConcours.com for additional details.

WWWWWinter inter inter inter inter WWWWWeekend Aeekend Aeekend Aeekend Aeekend Away: Dway: Dway: Dway: Dway: Desereseresereseresert Classict Classict Classict Classict Classic
Concours in La QuintaConcours in La QuintaConcours in La QuintaConcours in La QuintaConcours in La Quinta
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Save the Date: [Late]Spring Driving Tour
Gettin’ Happy in Tehachapi

This year’s Spring Driving Tour is set for June 19-20 — on the eve of the
summer solstice — and the theme is “Beat the Great Recession”. Save the
date, study up on Depression foods, and watch this space for more details.
We have another budget-minded, Alfa-owner-valued weekend getaway
planned that is sure to be full of adventures great and small.

Our route will take us from the San Fernando Valley to the high plains
hideaway of Tehachapi via the southeast corner of the Central Valley and a
special mountain stage. We’ll come home through the wind farm in Oak Creek
Pass, past everyone’s favorite racing venue, Willow Springs, to a special
afternoon stop in Rosamond.

Entertaining and educational interludes will include a visit to the Civil War
relic Fort Tejon, our traditional juried picnic competition in agricultural Arvin
(aka “The Garden in the Sun”) and a look at the railroading marvel called the
“Tehachapi Loop”. In town we have fabulous accommodations for $45 per
room, double occupancy, a private dining room for dinner, and a number of
trainspotting opportunities, for those who may be so inclined.

Want to get the lay of the land? The Auto Club’s Kern County map can give
you clues. A flyer is posted to the AROSC Web site (arosc.org) and
available to print for sharing info with friends.

So mark your calendars and plan to join the fun. Tourmasters Elyse and Jim
Barrett are taking RSVPs now at 714.964.9530 and eddinab@mindspring.com.

Cows along the highway.

Windmill energy farm at Oak
Creek Pass.
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FFFFFebrebrebrebrebruaruaruaruaruary My My My My Meeting: Aeeting: Aeeting: Aeeting: Aeeting: Autobooksutobooksutobooksutobooksutobooks
Saturday, February 20, 2010

VIVA ITALIA! ALFA ROMEOS RETURN TO AUTOBOOKS

“AROSC pays their annual visit to Autobooks on Saturday February 21.
Come see these beautiful Italian machines up close. There is an Alfa to
suit every taste and at least one Alfa club activity you can’t resist.”
From the Autobooks-Aerobooks web site.

Our February meeting will be held at the Autobooks store in Burbank.
Guess what the specialty of the house is?  There may be some special
treats, and we can greet Tina Van Curen and maybe Jay Leno!

1. Pre-meeting browse & meeting:  Arrive at Autobooks/Aerobooks
Burbank early Saturday morning. Traffic will be light. The closer to 8:00
people can get there, the better the parking situation.  We should all plan
to arrive no later than 10:00 AM to have time to brouse and bench race
before the 11:00 AM meeting.

From the south, take the 405 north to
the 101. Go east on the 101 (marked
as south on signs). Where the 134
splits off, stay to the left and take the
134 to Pass Avenue. Turn left on
Pass, go about one mile to Magnolia
Blvd. Turn right on Magnolia, go past
Hollywood Way, and Autobooks is on
the right 2 blocks at the corner of
Avon St.  Alternatively, take the I-5 to
Magnolia and go west 2.5 miles to
Avon. Parking, (hopefully) in the rear.
Coffee and doughnuts are part of the
picture.

Autobooks is located at:
3524 W. Magnolia
Burbank, CA 91505
(818) 845-0707
autobooks-aerobooks.com
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2. Lunch break:  When we are finished with
the meeting and have spent our all on books and
stuff, we will walk down the street for lunch at
Porto’s Bakery, a great Cuban restautant that
has sandwiches, pastries, etc.,  at nice prices.
You can check out their menu and info by
clicking on the link from the Autobooks web
site..

3614 W Magnolia Blvd.
Burbank, CA 91505
(818) 846-9100

Autobooks-Aerobooks is the perfect place to
shop for your favorite person, or yourself!

Books, Videos, Posters, Models
In Burbank since 1951

Autobooks-Aerobooks
3524 W. Magnolia Blvd,

Burbank, CA 91505
818 845-0707  

www.autobooks-aerobooks.com
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Malmut Collection March 27, 10:30amMalmut Collection March 27, 10:30amMalmut Collection March 27, 10:30amMalmut Collection March 27, 10:30amMalmut Collection March 27, 10:30am
GGGGGeneral Meneral Meneral Meneral Meneral Meeting and Peeting and Peeting and Peeting and Peeting and Picnic to Ficnic to Ficnic to Ficnic to Ficnic to Folloolloolloolloollowwwww

Our General Meeting in March will include a tour of the Malmut car
collection in Thousand Oaks.  We are working on a location for a picnic
to follow for lunch and the meeting, probably outside the Malmut
Collection.  More next month.  Mr. Malmut would like a head-count of
attendees so please save the date and let us know if you are coming, by
E-mail to Paul Dexler at pdrd@pacbell.net.

The address is 1121 Lawrence Drive, Thousand Oaks 91320..
 
Directions:
Take the 101 Freeway north (west) from the 405 interchange. Exit at
Rancho Conejo Boulevard, (exit 47A) or, if you miss it, at Wendy Drive
(exit 47C) .Turn right on to Rancho Conejo Blvd. and then turn left on
West Hillcrest Drive. The second right will be Lawrence Drive. Turn
right and continue to 1121, which is on the left side. There is parking in
front of the building and alongside it. There is space for roughly 30+
cars in the lot.  If you get off at Wendy Drive, turn right on Camino Dos
Rios, which becomes Teller Road.  Continue to Lawrence Drive, and
turn left. Then you’re back on the route above.

Chili Cookoff Coming on April 24

Start digging out your secret family recipes and get them ready for the
AROSC CHILI-COOK-OFF.  April 24th we will be meeting in a park
in the city of Brea for a great family outing and Chili tasting.  Of course,
trophies will be awarded in various chili categories.  Our own Technical
Director, Mike Riehle, will be holding a tech session.  Save that date,
and look for more details in the next Alfacionada.
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Willow in the WinterWillow in the WinterWillow in the WinterWillow in the WinterWillow in the Winter
By Mike McKibbin

For a full week before our Willow
Springs event, it rained; we even had a
couple of tornados.  There are racers
who relish the wet – I’ve heard them at
our events: a cloud or two in the sky
and they’re doing a rain dance and
chanting, “Oh boy oh boy oh boy we
get to race in the rain.”

They’re out of their minds.  Don’t get
me wrong: I can run in the wet if I
have to.  It rained when I went to the
Jim Russell School many years ago,
and I don’t mind the water at the
school or even a parking lot event.
But turn 8 at Willow?  You’d have to
be certifiable to want to run that in the
rain.

So, I didn’t feel in the least bit sorry
for those guys when Saturday
morning dawned bright and clear
(following one last deluge on Dennis
Fibrow’s barbeque Friday night).
Cold?  Oh, it was cold, 27 degrees in
fact, when I showed up at the track
gate about 7:30 Saturday morning.
Everyone pretty much tip-toed
through the first session, given the
track surface was kind of frozen.
There were also some early minor
issues with patches of mud, but the
day warmed, the mud dried and the
track thawed.  Conditions were
outstanding.

A new format was in place, with each
group getting three 35 minute runs.
Race group’s first run was practice
followed by two 35 minute practice fun
races on Saturday, then a 35 minute

practice, a 10 lap qualifier, and a 12 lap
final race on Sunday.  I was driving
the former company car and I was
really looking forward to the new
format.

The old Mustang Cobra made four
laps in the first practice. Because I’m a
bit stubborn, it took that long for the
car to convince me that the brakes
weren’t working (more accurately, the
power assist wasn’t working, but on
the Cobra, that means no brakes).  Lap
4, not yet believing this but knowing
things weren’t right, I barreled into
turn one at about 125 close to my
usual braking point, hit the brakes,
and … nothing.  I was busy watching
my life flash before my eyes so I’m not
sure how I got around the turn, but I
did.  Back to the pits, and by then the
power assist on the steering went
away as well.

Partner Rob Rhodes struggled with
the car for hours (I’m a mechanical
dunce; that’s why maintaining the
best of relationships with Rob is
important).  We replaced the new
power assist pump with a newer one
and things seemed to improve for a lap
or so, but after 3 laps, it was parked
for the weekend.  Contrast, Doug
Bender, given the Alfa Beer Award in
recognition of his car pretty much
making it through the whole weekend.

Did I mention relationships? Rob was
racing Big Dog.  He gave up on of his
practices so I could ride.  Dennis was
racing the MR2, and he gave me the
qualifying race and didn’t even get
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teed off when I badly missed a shift
going into turn one at the start, then
couldn’t find the right gear for about
half a lap and lost him a bunch of
places.

Glen Bjorkman’s Formula Mazda
looked to have met its match with a
hot rod MBW (Vali Eredescu) and
Porsche Cup Car (Keith Meggs), but
the cars were trailered right after the
qualifying race and disappeared (as
did any semblance of competition for
Glen).

Bruce Colby had fast time trial time of
the day, and while my daughter
Andrea didn’t win Class Q (Fred
Firschein did), she did a personal best,
breaking two minutes for the first time
(1:59) following personal tutoring
sessions from Phil Guiral and Tony
Presto.  She was almost as proud as I
was.

Bruce Colby described a lonely time in
second place in the race, but back in
the pack an absolute donnybrook
which had to be seen to be believed
went on for the entire race between
Art Russell, Dennis Fibrow, and Terry
Major (the finishing order).  Dennis
and Terry were actually a virtual dead
heat, the difference being Dennis’
transponder mounted on the front
bumper and Terry’s seven inches back
on the front frame.  Touché.

Our crowd was unfortunately
somewhat thin.  Too bad.  Those not
there missed out on an amazing
weekend.  Don Wagner, having terrible
fuel pick-up problems in his mustang,
finished way back, but said it all:
“The worst day racing is better than
the best day working.”  Amen, brother.

So we all went home, then it rained
again!

&CALROD LLC.

Custom Hot Rods
      - custom paint
      - metal fabrication &
            coachwork
     - race & tour preparation for
           Vintage vehicles

calrod.com

ADLER

RESTORATION

Doug Adler
805.390.2506

Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair
Thousand Oaks, CA
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Saturday driver’s meeting -- what’s that I see?  The Sun!!  Woo Hoo!!

Andrea McKibbin walks her dog,
Brooks.

Bruce Colby gets his BMW ready
to exit his trailer.
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The Major’s pit, with Terry busy changing tires.

The McKibbin/Rhodes Mustang collection.

Hot action in a Saturday Fun Race.
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Bruce Colby, Dennis Fibrow, and Tony Presto compare notes at the end of
the day on Saturday.

Saturday’s dinner is ready -- I want that one!



Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern California

AAAAAlfacionada - Flfacionada - Flfacionada - Flfacionada - Flfacionada - Febrebrebrebrebruaruaruaruaruary 2010y 2010y 2010y 2010y 2010Page 26Page 26Page 26Page 26Page 26

Sataurday night supper was enjoyed in the camper -- too cold outside!

Happy Birthday to Rob Rhodes and Bev Major!



Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern California

AAAAAlfacionada - Flfacionada - Flfacionada - Flfacionada - Flfacionada - Febrebrebrebrebruaruaruaruaruary 2010y 2010y 2010y 2010y 2010 Page 27Page 27Page 27Page 27Page 27

Craig Goldenson’s new ride -- a 350Z.

Peter Russell’s 280Z (#113) and the 240Z shown below.

A 24 Hour du Lemon car -- what would Paul Ellis do?
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The donnybrook between Art, Dennis, and Terry at Turn 4.

And it continues to be VERY close!

Another duel, between the Miatas of Chris Mayring & Phil Guiral.
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AROSC Time Trial
Willow Springs- January 24,2010

No. Name Car Best Lap
Class B

17 Douglas Bender GTV 01:45.250
Class C

84 Arthur Russell GTV 01:43.247
12 David  Burgoon GTV 01:44.485
5 Andy Steben GTV 01:48.52

Class D
831 Dan Walker Giulia Super 01:49.223

Class O
89 Bruce Colby BMW 325i 01:38.839
27 Paul  Ryan Lotus 02:02.289

Class P
748 Dennis Fibrow MR2 01:45.969
113 Peter Russell 240Z 01:49.882

Class Q
2 Fred Firschein Miata 01:54.676
48 Andrea McKibbin MR2 01:59.934

OA In Cl. No. Name Car Class Best Time

1 1 30 Glenn Bjorkman Formula K 1:34.461
2 1 89 Bruce Colby BMW 325i O 1:38.574
3 1 4 Christopher Mayring Miata P 1:39.763
4 2 6 Philip Guiral Miata P 1:41.322
5 1 91 Robert Rhodes Mustang M 1:44.219
6 1 84 Arthur Russell GTV C 1:44.333
7 3 48 Dennis Fibrow MR2 P 1:44.749
8 4 10 Terry Major MR2 P 1:44.355
9 1 17 Douglas Bender GTV B 1:44.845
10 2 12 David  Burgoon GTV C 1:48.623
11 5 18 Beverly Major MR2 P 1:52.564
12 1 60 Donald Wagner Mustang N 1:50.871
13 1 105 Norm Silverman Giulia TI F 1:59.925
14 2 27 Paul  Ryan Lotus O 1:59.107

Open Race Results
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Santo’Santo’Santo’Santo’Santo’s Italian Car Services Italian Car Services Italian Car Services Italian Car Services Italian Car Service

Lancia                 Alfa Romeo                     FIAT

    Santo Rimicci              Telephone
     8816 Amigo Avenue           (818) 701 - 1614
     Northridge, CA  91324

Monday  thru Friday  8 to 6, Saturday 9 to 3
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Alfa Only
Service and Repair for

Alfas Only
Parts New and Used

(323) 662-3916
3422 Glendale Blvd

Los Angeles, CA

1/2 Mile South of Glendale
in Atwater Village

Visit Us On The Web
Pages.prodigy.net/alfaomega

3822 Clarington Avenue
Culver City CA 90232

(310) 836-3160
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Largest online cataloag of original
parts and accessories with factory

part numbers, images, parts diagrams,
online ordering!

� Original parts and hard to find NOS.
� Rebuilds, sheetmetal, restoration and

aftermarket parts..
� High performance components.
� Full line of Alfa Romeo Factory gifts,

accessories and collectables.
� Prompt worldwide delivery.

From Giulietta to 164, factory
authorized Alfa romeo parts

provider, over 30 years of  exclusive
Alfa Romeo experience.

Jon Norman, Ruth Ann Yager
800 890 ALFA (2532)

510 525 9435

www.alfapartscatalog.com
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Classified AClassified AClassified AClassified AClassified Ads -- ds -- ds -- ds -- ds -- FFFFFrrrrree for membersee for membersee for membersee for membersee for members

TO A GOOD HOME:  1994 164
LS, black on tan hides, many new
parts and upgrades, good
Michelins, nice original condition,
strong engine, serviced by Alfa
Only, DNR.  Very negotiable.  Call
Charlie at (818) 389-1283.  (2/
10)

1994 164 LS, Black with tan
upholstery.  A/C and CD, new tires
and battery.  About 142K miles,
looks good, and runs good. $3,500.
The car has been maintained by
Stewart Sandeman, Alfa
Performance Connection.  Call
Harun at work 949-360-4163 or
home 949-759-7012 (2/10)

1978 Spyder:  purchased by me 8
years ago as a charity
donation brokered by Pick-A-Part. 
Though I don’t believe it has been
wrecked it has been on a salvage
title since Pick-A-Part.  It has
been running recently but has been
on a non-op for the past four
years.  It runs ok and lights and
accessories work. The motor has
good compression but it won’t pass
smog because of a Spica
injection problem.  The body is
straight though it is missing a rear
bumper.  The top is ok.  It was
repainted red over ivory and needs
a new paint job. Rust is visible of
one fender flare and lower rear
fenders, not too bad. Trans and

motor are ok.  It has a fresh
battery.  It has Alfa alloys and ok
tires. Also I have an extra
transmission and engine for this
car as well as two manuals.  I am
looking for about $2000 but I’ll
consider the best offer. Pictures on
request.  Call Howard at (909)
557-5943 or E-mail to:
howknowit@msn.com. (2/10)

1986 GTV-6: Champagne with
black leather.  2nd owner, all
records, 157,250 miles.   Runs
good, interior good, needs paint,
clear coat is peeling.  Lowered/
springs/sway bars by Rex at
Omega, serviced by Uwe ever
since.   Includes front air dam,
600pg workshop manual, car
cover.  $1,500.  Call Dave at
(310) 665-0707 or E-mail to
david@mellendesign.com.  (1/10)

1988 Spider Quadrifoglio: Black
with gray leather interior, red
carpets.  Straight body, no rust,
excellent dash with cover, top,
tonneau cover, and rear window,
won ribbons at Concourso Italiano.
Euro-style cast 2-2-1 headers,
BFG tires on Panasport wheels,
Sony AM/FM/CD with 4 new
Alpine speakers.  All services
complete,  100K miles, current
smog cert.  Price lowered to
$8,000 – Call Charlie at (760)
480-8414.  (9/9)
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