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AROSC Mailing Address:
Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California
17041 Malta Circle
Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Important Deadline & Info!
Please send classified ads, articles, letters, and photographs to the Editor in time to arrive by
the monthly general meeting  to permit publication in the next month’s issue.

General Information
Alfacionada is the monthly publication of the Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California, a
Chapter of the Alfa Romeo Owners Club, Inc., a national non-profit organization of Alfa
enthusiasts.  Subscription to this newsletter is included as part of the annual AROSC
membership fee of $70; non-members of AROSC may subscribe for $22 per year.

Permission is hereby granted to other Alfa Owners Clubs to reproduce any original
material herein, provided credit is given to the author and to the AROSC Alfacionada.

Classified Advertising
Classified (non-commercial) ads are available as a free service to members and for a nominal
charge of $10.00 per insertion to non-members.  Ad content must be Alfa-related or of special
interest to the members.

Commercial Advertising Rates (modified for new page size)
Full page $275 per year
1/2 page $150 per year
1/4 page $100 per year
Business card $100 per year

This Month’s Cover: Two tantalizing concept cars for the Geneva
Auto Show based on Alfa Romeo chassis.  The top views are of the
Pininfarina 2uettottanta Spider and the bottom view is the radical
Bertone Pandion.  See pages 28-9 for more info on the Spider.

Meeting Information
General Meetings are usually held the last Friday or Saturday of each month
at  various locations.    Check the Calendar information on the outside back
cover for an overview of the year, and the Previews section on Page 4 for
details of events planned for the near future.

 Disclaimer (a.k.a. Lawyer Repellent)
AROSC and the authors and editors of this newsletter assume no liability for the accuracy
or legality of any technical information appearing herein. They are also not responsible for
the safety or practicality of modifications performed by individuals or companies and
described in these pages. You should always check with your mechanic before performing
any work or modifying your car in any way.

 AROSC Web Site:
www.arosc.org

Membership Information
See the inside back cover of Alfacionada.



Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern California

Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010 Page 3Page 3Page 3Page 3Page 3

AROSC BOARD of DIRECTORS – 2010

President:  Norm Silverman normanev@msn.com
(818) 349-3548 (Work) (818) 427-2054 (cell)  

Vice President & Tours:  Jim & Elyse Barrett 
(714) 964-9530 (H) eddinab@mindspring.com

Secretary:  Gene Brown
(805) 527-8103 (H) alfagene@att.net

Treasurer/Editor:  Phyllis Gaylard 
17041 Malta Circle, Huntington Beach, CA 92649

(714) 377-6377 AROSCeditor@aol.com

Competition Chair:  Bruce Colby
(760) 727-7668 (H) bruce.colby@sbcglobal.net

Entertainment:  Paul Dexler
(818) 773-0480 (H) pdrd@pacbell.net

Social Directors:  Sheila & MJ Kutkus 
(310) 542-3448 (H) mj.slk@verizon.net

sheila.k@verizon.net

PR & Liaison:  Will Owen
(626) 345-9659 (H) nashwill912@earthlink.net

Technical:  Mike Riehle
(310) 780-5427 (H) twoina2@sbcglobal.net

Competition Liaison:  Fred Firschein
(714) 773-1473 (H) alfaoro@roadrunner.com

AROSC Committees
Web Meister:  Bruce Colby   bruce.colby@sbcglobal.net

 ‘Wired’ Notices:  Jay Negrin jmnegrin@verizon.net
(310) 399-0538 (H)

Concours:  Doug Adler
(805) 499-4835

Wine Tour:  Margi Brown margibrown@thekernorg.com
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2010 AR2010 AR2010 AR2010 AR2010 AROSC  POSC  POSC  POSC  POSC  Prrrrrevieevieevieevieeviews --ws --ws --ws --ws --
AAAAAn On On On On Outline of Coming Eutline of Coming Eutline of Coming Eutline of Coming Eutline of Coming Evvvvventsentsentsentsents

DON’T MISS:
April 24 General Meeting & Chili

Cookoff in Brea park
May 22 Wine Tasting at Agua Dulce,

Picnic & General Meeting

April 24 –General Meeting, chili cook-off & family picnic, Brea

See info on page 18.

April 28 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

May 22 – General Meeting, Agua Dulce Winery & Picnic

See info on page 19

May 26 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30PM

June 5-6 – Time Trial, Race, & Enduro at Buttonwillow

June 6 – Concours at Huntington Beach Concours, Central Park,
8:00AM – 4:00 PM

June 19-20 – Il viaggio di Barrett (spring tour)

See nfo on pages 20-21.

June 23-27 – AROC Convention at Fredrick, MD

June 26 – General Meeting TBD

June 30 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM
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July 17 – Alfapalooza/Centerary Celebration, Gladstone’s at
Rainbow Harbor, Long Beach

July 25 – General Meeting and Summer Party at Phyllis’,
Huntington Beach

July 28 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

August 7 — Braille Rallye

See reminder on page 17.

August 12-15 – Monterey Historics Weekend

August 25 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

August 29 – Petersen Museum Tour & General Meeting/picnic in
parking lot

September 25 – Cars & Coffee, Tour of General Wm. Lyons
Collection, & General Meeting/picnic  @ Cline’s

September 29 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

October 3 -- Rescheduled Concours at Paramount Ranch

October 9-10 – Wine Tour

October 16-17 Time Trial & Race at Willow Springs

October 27 – Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

October 30 – Mullen Tour, General Meeting/picnic at Malibu Winery

November 3—Board Meeting at Luigi’s, 7:30 PM

NOTE: Board meetings have been moved from first Wednesday to
last Wednesday of the month so more board members can attend.
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Mea Culpa.  My apologies for not
getting out my article last month.
Thank you Phyllis for not running
“That Picture”.  Life and work has
been getting in the way lately.
Hopefully Evie and I have re-
adjusted our priorities and will put
things in a sensible order – Family,
Friends and all things AROSC, all
of which are one and the same.

Our sincerest thanks to Mr. and
Mrs. Malamut for allowing us the
privilege of having our month-end
meeting in and around 60% of the
awesome and eclectic collection of
rare and unique vehicles housed in
their Thousand Oak facility.  A
small taste of what we and the rest
of So Cal have to look forward to
in the ‘soon to be developed’
Malamut Museum being planned
for Calabasas.  As spectacular as
the drivable collection was, the
breadth and quality of the
memorabilia from “the days”
including the old rabbit eared TV
picking up an on air broadcast of I
Love Lucy was beyond words.
The old oven, with some assistance
from Mrs. Malamut, turned out a
constant flow of chocolate chip
cookies.

April features a new event for
AROSC – The First, of what we

hope will be an annual family
event, Chili Cook-Off and Clean
Car Show.  Fred and Tina
Firschein have arranged for us to
gather at the family and dog
friendly confines of “Arovista
Park” in the City of Brea.  If you
don’t have a camp stove or gas
grill to complete and keep your
family recipe warm, bring an
electric cookpot and an extension
cord – the park has electricity.
The bocce ball set will be there
(see article for more particulars).
We will have our monthly meeting
and the discussions will include the
creative, overnight Annual Spring
Tour as the details, connived, er
conceived by the Elyse & Jim
Barrett AROSC Touring Company,
continue to be revealed.  The
Spring Tour, though occurring on
June 19th and 20th, will end just as
we approach the vernal equinox.
Additional discussions will cover
our upcoming, June 5th and 6th

Time Trial – Race and
Performance Driving School
weekend at Buttonwillow.  The
weekend will feature a 2 hour
Endurance Race on Saturday
evening.  June 6th is also the time
for our annual AROSC Concorso
held in conjunction with the
Twenty-Fifth annual Huntington
Beach Concours d’Elegance.
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As this is the 100 Anniversary year
of Alfa Romeo this is only the first
of a sequence of ‘lets show So Cal
our Alfa’s events.  Multiple
opportunities to win awards and
recognition as the casual and
informal HB judges will be also
be judging our cars in more and
varied classes than our AROSC
judges.  Not that I tend to be a
little competitive, but if all goes
well, I WILL make an attempt at
points driving the Enduro at
Buttonwillow and getting down to
HB the next morning for our Party
in the Park Concorso.  We hope to
have conclusive information for
our second annual Alfapalooza at
Gladstone’s on the Long Beach
Pier in July.  Deep breath, because
then we get active.

Moving our venues around for
each month’s General Meeting
continues to be a well received
change of policy.  Our General
Meeting for May will be held after
a late morning wine tasting at the
Agua Dolce Winery on May 22nd.
As of now, it looks like we will
have a picnic lunch on the winery
grounds.

Mark your calendars:
* Dana Point Concours d’Elegance
June 27th featuring Alfa Romeo
Corral.
* Summer Party at Casa Gaylard
on July 25th.

* Braille Rally August 7th

* Monterey Historic Long August
Weekend from August 12th -15th

featuring  AROSC Annual
Monterey Dinner on the 12th

(RSVP normanev@man.com)
“Back to Concorso Italiano”
August 13th with a feature
presentation from Alfa Romeo
Factory and the Historic Races
honoring Dan Gurney at Laguna
Seca August 14th -15th.

* Visit to the Lyon Classic Car
Collection, September 25th, 1-3
pm, Coto de Caza

* Alfa Romeo Anniversary
Celebration at Ford / Mazda
Cars & Coffee, Irvine on
September 25th.

Keep the wheel side down

Norm Silverman (Rex 1)
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TTTTTech Arech Arech Arech Arech Article -- Sticle -- Sticle -- Sticle -- Sticle -- Spider Upider Upider Upider Upider Updatepdatepdatepdatepdate

The Spider differential assembly
is beautiful.  Somebody slap me
upside the head, but quality paint
(Eastwood Extreme Chassis Satin
black in this case) is vastly
superior to cheap rattle can paint.
Reinstallation of the differential
was a snap.  Unfortunately, the
#@$&*^% thing still clicks.

I plan to live in denial for awhile.
That is, I will take a few more
test drives and see if just maybe I
can come up with a new source
for the clicking.  Failing that the
rear end will have to come out
again.  I will probably take it to a
pro since replacing pinion
bearings requires special tools
and some delicate re-shimming.

Decided to work on something
else and started working on the
nose of the Spider.  It suffered
some damage a few months back
when another car rolled into it.
One bumper over rider was
mangled and the nosepiece and
one eyebrow were damaged.
Had another straight nosepiece
and managed to find the other
items on Ebay.

The body damage wasn’t too bad,
but the old lacquer paint is
extremely brittle and some large
pieces flaked away.  My better
half, Chris, would like us to get a
new paint job.  On the other hand,

I know from experience just how
much time and money go into a
really good paint job.

Removed the damaged bright
work and stripped/sanded the
damaged area down to bare
metal.  Then, I very carefully
pulled the nose out to match the
curvature of the new nosepiece.
An hour or so with hammer &
dolly made the metal as straight
as I was going to get it.  Followed
that up with a trip to San Pedro
Muffler.  Tim, the proprietor, is a
good, cheap and cheerful welder.
I take him all my welding.  He
easily reattached a small
mounting bracket inside the nose
that had been pulled out by the
damaged eyebrow.

I hate bodywork!  Fortunately, the
damaged area was small and the
metal was fairly straight if I must
say so myself.  Hit it with a coat
of epoxy primer which is
wonderful stuff by the way.  It
dries fast, hard and smooth and
keeps rust away long enough to
finish the job.  Skipped the body
filler step and trowelled in some
epoxy glazing putty.  A few
minutes later it was ready to
sand, so I sanded it a bit and
scowled at the imperfections.
Repeated the process several
more times.  Once it seemed
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perfect, I sprayed a few coats of
high-build sandable primer.  After it
dried I wet sanded the area with
400 grit paper.  Then, scowled at a
couple minor areas and repeated
the process.  Do not attempt body
work if you are a perfectionist.
You will never be satisfied!
Eventually the repair area looked
good enough to my eye, certainly
better than the rest of the car.

Grabbed a quart of orangey-red
lacquer off the shelf only to realize
it was the enamel I had used to
paint the engine compartment.
Thought about using it, but my
experience using enamel to attempt
spot repairs is all bad.  I’m sure
the pros do it, but I am not a pro.
I’ve used lacquer several times
over the years to make spot
repairs and the inevitable mistakes
& transitions can be sanded out
very nicely.   Too bad I must have
used it all up last time.

Lacquer isn’t easy to get these
days.  I think it is totally verboten
here in the SCAQMD.
Nevertheless, there was a paint
code penciled on the can of enamel
and I had a vague memory that
that the former owned claimed it

was Ford truck orange.  Hey, no
laughs.  It is a very orangey red
that looks quite correct.

The Internet is a wonderful thing
and I was soon cruising PPG’s
color chips online.  Unfortunately, I
couldn’t do a search based on the
Ditzler code, so I was reduced to
looking up the factory colors &
codes for various 1965-1975
makes and models.  Nothing.
Frustration.  None of the numbers
were even close.  All of the
orangey colors started with a 6 and
my code started with a 9, so I
discounted the 9 and tried
matching the rest of the digits.  Still
no joy.  Finally struck pay dirt on a
Corvette site.  Ditzler code 90525
60525 is 1971 Ford fleet orange!
Somewhat to my surprise, PPG/
Ditzler still makes acrylic lacquer
and it is available for purchase by
mail order.  Didn’t figure I could
get them to send a quart to LA, so
I ordered a custom mixed spray
can.  So far, so good.  They took
my money and I just received
confirmation that they shipped my
order.  Will keep my fingers
crossed until it arrives.

Mike R
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MMMMMalamut Collection alamut Collection alamut Collection alamut Collection alamut Collection TTTTTourourourourour

Photos by Gene Browm, Paul Dexler,Ken & Dicie Sizemore, Sheila
Kutkus, and Phyllis Gaylard.

An amphibious car -- note the propellers under the rear bumper.

A large number of very interesting cars tightly packed.
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A beautiful and rare Mercedes 300 SL Gullwing

A row of 1963 Corvette Stingrays.
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Our host, Michael Malamut chats with Norman Silverman, Fred
Firschein, and Jack Merriam in the vintage kitchen.

“Big Boy Bob” looks over the Fiat Woody on the right and the Fiat Jolly on
the left.
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There is a large assortment of “bubble” cars and “egg” cars including a BMW;
super compacts with one door in the front of the car -- post-WWII bargains.

Looking under the hood of the 1940 American Bantam, with a 50cc
engine putting out 20 Hp!  Pure economy, not performance.
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Doug Adler drove his hot rod to the event.

Vintage memorabilia is also part of the collection, including these old
TV sets
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Paul & Mary Blankenship found a baby car to love.

A standard feature of AROSC events -- lunch!  Among neat cars!
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“AROC website www.aroc-
usa.org has been updated with a
new General Forum subject
listing.  The new
Forum subject, ”Alfa Repair &
Restore Tips”, was created as a
place where repair, restoration, or
modification tips can be
published.   The AROC
forum subjects are searchable, so
those Alfisti who are looking for
help could do a search on the
“Alfa Repair & Restore Tips”
and possibly find something that
would be useful or give them a
new idea.  
 
Since the Alfa R&R Tips
subject is new, obviously there
will be very few items that are
available for searching
immediately, but we are asking
our members, as they come up
with a process to fix their Alfa, or
find a new supplier of Alfa parts,
particularly specialty or seldom

Alfa Repair & Restore Tips Forum Added
to AROC Website

needed parts, to add that to the
“Alfa Repair & Restore Tips”
subject forum. 
 
The first entry is from AROC
member Ron Rutter who has
found a supplier of 164 headliner
repair fabric that matches the
existing in style and thickness.  
 
If you have other items that you
think will be helpful to Alfisti
please go to the AROC website
and post your tip.  These can be
articles you wrote for your local
chapter newsletter, the Alfa
Owner magazine, or for tips you
sent to an online Alfa site.
 
Thank you for your support and
visit the website, we try to keep it
up to date with new items of
interest.
 
AROC Board of Directors”

Errata: March IssueErrata: March IssueErrata: March IssueErrata: March IssueErrata: March Issue
Will Owen sent some info on the
photos and captions from the
March issue.

Page 9, “That truck thing is stock
-- another bad idea from Subaru,
a sort of truck version of the
Legacy Outback” like the Brat.

Page 27, “That is not a Giulietta,
it’s a 1900 with a Touring
Superleggera body.”

Also, on Page 29,  the well
equipped Woody is from the
Malamut Collection.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
 

BRAILLE RALLYE 2010
Saturday, August 7

 
I look forward to seeing you all again this year!

Information and registration packets will be sent in about mid-April
 

Question:  If we had t-shirts available, would you be willing to
purchase them at about $10, with proceeds going to the Braille

Institute?
Would they have to have a date, or could they just have the Braille

Rallye logo and perhaps change the color every year?
 

See you in August!!
Pat West

nseandwest@verizon.net

Books, Videos, Posters, Models
In Burbank since 1951

Autobooks-Aerobooks
3524 W. Magnolia Blvd,

Burbank, CA 91505
818 845-0707  

www.autobooks-aerobooks.com
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YUMMM!!! You can almost smell it – that spicy, hot, goodness of home made
chili.  Saturday afternoon, April 24th it’s the AROSC Chili Cook-Off.  Get out your
secret family recipes and join us for a great day in the park.  Prepare and partially
cook your chili at home.  Bring it to the park for the final touches.  Beg, borrow,
or steal a gas or propane camp stove to heat up your lovingly prepared chili.
There is also access to electricity so you can bring a crock pot or an electric
cook top.  The chili will be sampled and judged by all in attendance so be sure
to make enough to go around.  These are the suggested categories/classes:

Best Vegetarian Chili

Hottest Chili

Best Overall (Best in Show)

The General Meeting and cool-off will be held at a wonderful family park in the
city of Brea.  Arovista Park can be reached from the 57 Fwy… exit Imperial Hwy,
travel west on Imperial for about 1 mile to Brea Blvd., make a left on Brea, right
on Elm Street, and at the 3rd stop sign (Siever Ave) make a left into the park.
Follow the road as it curves to the right and park your car.  Picnic, cooking
battles, and benches are at the site, however, it is suggested that you bring your
own comfortable chairs as the park’s benches and tables are concrete.  Bring
your family, friends, grandkids, dogs, as there is something for everyone at the
park.  There is a skateboard park, children’s playground are, basketball courts
and a large grass area (did somebody say Bocce Ball?) and a stream nearby for
walking.

For those of us who even wondered what an Emulsion tube is our club’s
technical guru Mike Riehle will be holding an informal tech session revealing the
mysteries of the Weber Carburetor.  If you have an Alfa-related problem, be sure
to bring it up during the tech session – someone will have an answer.  Maybe
not correct, but an answer.

Whatever your interests are you will find something to do.  If you are entering
the chili competition arrive around 11AM to give yourself time to set up and
finish your cooking.  If chili isn’t your thing then bring a picnic lunch.  alcoholic
beverages are not permitted in the park, but aged grape juice ... maybe.  If
anyone has an extra camp stove or has a double one to share please let me know
so that all entrants canbe accommodated.  If you need electricity, there will be
access, but bring an extension cord.  Hope to see you all at a relaxing day of
Alfa comraderie at the park.  Any questions regarding the event: E-mail me at
alfaoro@roadrunner.com or phone at (714) 773-1473.

Fred Firschein
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SSSSSavavavavave the De the De the De the De the Date: Fate: Fate: Fate: Fate: First ARirst ARirst ARirst ARirst AROSC ConcoursOSC ConcoursOSC ConcoursOSC ConcoursOSC Concours

Agua DAgua DAgua DAgua DAgua Dulce ulce ulce ulce ulce WWWWWinerinerinerinerinery & My & My & My & My & Meetingeetingeetingeetingeeting
Saturday May 18,  11:00 a.m.Saturday May 18,  11:00 a.m.Saturday May 18,  11:00 a.m.Saturday May 18,  11:00 a.m.Saturday May 18,  11:00 a.m.

We are repeating our very popular  trek to Canyon Country for another visit to
Agua Dulce Winery.   We will gather at 11:00 a.m. for wine tasting/attitude
adjustment..  Agua Dulce Winery has earned the honor of being L.A. County’s
leading fine wine grower and producer.  Their hand-crafted wines have won
many medals in competition.  Vincenzo’s pizza is closed, so more info next month
on lunch, probably a picnic at the Winery or at Vasqeuz Rocks.

Agua Dulce Winery, 9640 Sierra Highway,  Agua Dulce, CA 91390, 661-268-7402
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Plan Now for the Spring Driving Tour 2010
Gettin’ Happy in Tehachapi

Tourmasters Elyse and Jim Barrett are pleased to announce they have
received the first RSVP for the 2010 [Late] Spring Driving Tour. While
the identity of this prominent couple will remain a secret for the near
future, let us say they are only the third to have achieved this honor.
Congratulations! Now the rest of y’all, get organized for June 19-20!
(And yes, previous publicity listed the event incorrectly, so adjust your
calendars accordingly.)

This year’s theme is a not-so-thinly disguised reference to the Great
Depression, which includes budget accommodations and an opportunity to
be excel at the lunch picnic competition. During these dark days and lean
years, the least fortunate were forced to be very creative with the
inexpensive types of food available to them, so this year’s picnic could be
a showplace for innovation.

Many folks came west  riding the rails, so another tip of the historical
chapeau this year will be paying homage to a real feat of engineering
with a stop at the Tehachapi Loop. It is a tunnel at which you can see
both ends of a train with a length of more than 18 cars.

Additional highlights of the drive will include a leg-stretcher at historic
Fort Tejon near the summit of the Grapevine Pass; some foothill and
mountain driving in a corner of California we’ve never driven before; and
a Sunday stop to see some very special furry friends.

Space at our special landmark hotel is limited to 17 rooms, with the
benefit of being able to walk to dinner. But if we have a larger crowd,
there are opportunities among the downtown accommodations.

Check the ad elsewhere in this edition of Alfacionada, consult your
social secretaries, and RSVP now to (714) 964-9530 or
eddinab@mindspring.com.
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WWWWWinter School at the Sinter School at the Sinter School at the Sinter School at the Sinter School at the Strtrtrtrtreets of eets of eets of eets of eets of WWWWWilloilloilloilloillowwwww

By Mike McKibbin

The annual AROSC Drivers
School at the Streets of Willow
presented by Steve Hamilton gave
those of us who attended a
pleasant and interesting diversion
on February 27 & 28.  Interesting
because of the rain.  While our last
race weekend was spared, sliding
in between storms, this time the
storm rolled in way before dawn
Saturday morning and stayed until
dusk.

My 19-year-old niece, Erin, has
never really experienced the need
to drive a car. She has a learner’s
permit, but never really took the
time to learn to drive, and had no
confidence behind the wheel.  I
convinced her to come to the
school, but almost lost her to the
weather reports, until my oldest
daughter told her to suck it up and
take me up on the offer.  So we
were off in her mother’s Malibu
(Colleen: “Mike, you take care of
my car!”  Me: “Trust Me”) and
Erin was poised to do street
performance in a heavy rain.  Paul
Blankenship eventually merited her
permanent assignment and by
Sunday he kind of had the looks
and mannerisms of Johnny Depp’s
Mad Hatter.  Now, Erin’s still got a
long way to go, but for someone
who almost completely stopped

before going around a pylon on the
skid pad on Saturday morning, to
someone who was spinning out her
mother’s car on multiple occasions
Sunday afternoon (with passenger
Paul’s screaming, “That’s the way
to do it”), I’d have to say she
learned a lot and certainly got a
load of self confidence which she
didn’t have before.

And, like everyone out there, she
was having a ball.

The new team for race group was
Phil Guiral and Dennis Fibrow.
Also brand new in the race group
with at lot of trepidation was
Andrea with her MR2, trying to
develop a little aggression on the
track.  She handled herself with
poise and style.  She told her
mother that I was “undadlike” out
there and had passed her like a
wild man.  Gena gave me the
“How could you do that to your
daughter,” but I reminded her of
Mike Bliss’s (I think) famous line,
“I’d put my mother in the wall to
win a race.”  I’ll be sleeping
downstairs for a while.

So, Saturday was a wet and wild
day.  Lots of sliding and tons of
practice on car control.  And as
the last shower of the day came
down and soaked my helmet which
I’d left in the open passenger seat
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on Andrea’s car, Dennis, wet and
cold, walked into the motor home
and announced “I’m done with the
rain.”  He spoke for us all.

Sunday was a postcard day.
Everybody was driving better, race
group ran passing drills in the
morning, mini races in the
afternoon, and the time trial and
race groups had simulated
graduation runs to close out the
weekend.

Rob Rhodes looks really good in
Big Dog and my Mustang Cobra
ran pretty well there Sunday
morning (in that soap opera, the
Ford trouble shooters told Rob our
problem was the after-market
pump: Genuine Ford parts were
what we needed; so we unloaded a
bunch of cash and got them), but in

the afternoon the brakes and
power steering showed me that
genuine Ford parts did not help
either.  I kept going anyway,
resulting in some rather interesting
lines and spins in the practice
races, but you know what?  That
wheel-to-wheel stuff is addicting.

Thanks to Bruce Colby for saving
Andrea’s weekend in the race
group with his spare drivers suit,
and her memory of what she
looked like in it is so burned into
her brain she’ll likely not forget her
suit again.

And oh yes, we got Colleen’s car
back to her under its own power.
Didn’t have to use that old Animal
House line: “Hey you (screwed)
up, you trusted us.”

A soggy paddock greeted Erin and Mom’s Malibu.
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Andrea won’t forget this sight -- wearing Bruce Colby’s suit!

An attentive class (keeping dry indoors).
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Saturday night a bonfire helped ease the cold.

A wet pregrid as cars prepare to go on track.

The track was wetter than it looks.
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A picture postcard day arrived on Sunday.

Erin learns how to drive Mom’s rolling Malibu.
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Andrea in race pracitce, under the watch of Paul Blankenship, following.

The race group has a graduation race.
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Italian Flair for Geneva’s Show
By PHIL PATTON

Published: February 25, 2010, New York Times

WITH the unveiling of new concept cars at the Geneva auto show, Pininfarina
and other Italian carrozzerie plan to allay some of the concern over the future of
the country’s famed design houses.  Pininfarina’s striking design for an Alfa
Romeo spider is among the concept cars that the carrozzeria design houses
have prepared for the Geneva motor show.

These celebrated coachbuilders, which produce design studies and sometimes
build small runs of vehicles under contract, have long been the gold standard of
automotive aesthetics. Yet economic hardships and family tragedies in recent
years have raised doubts about their survival.

The strongest statement of their determination to survive and evolve will be in
the displays at the Geneva show, which runs through March 14. Pininfarina,
creator of many memorable Ferraris and Maseratis, will show a concept for an
Alfa Romeo spider, as the Italians call a sporty convertible. This year is also
Pininfarina’s 80th anniversary.

Bertone offers up an Alfa coupe of similar size called the Pandion, or sea hawk.
Italdesign Giugiaro, the design firm that is a relative newcomer among the
traditional carrozzerie, is expected to offer a third version of the car, a sedan.

The concepts were developed for Alfa Romeo’s centennial. Spreading the
design duties among several studios echoes practices of the mid-1950s, when
Bertone designed and produced the Alfa Romeo Giulietta coupe, called the
Sprint, and Pininfarina created the Spider.

“Our Spider concept celebrates the historical shapes, but also lays out a design
language for the future,” Lowie Vermeersch, design director of Pininfarina, said
in a telephone interview. Paolo Pininfarina, the chairman, added, “Our
achievement is not any single car, but the establishment of Pininfarina as a
world reference for Italian style.”  “Now Pininfarina is reinventing the world of
carrozzeria,” he added. “Our future rests on design, meaning style and
engineering services, on ecomobility and on our brand equity.”

The Alfa Romeo concept cars in Geneva are of more than usual interest because
Sergio Marchionne, who heads Alfa’s parent company, the Fiat Group, recently
suggested that Alfa might return to the American market as soon as 2012.
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Geneva 2010: Pininfarina 2uettottantaGeneva 2010: Pininfarina 2uettottantaGeneva 2010: Pininfarina 2uettottantaGeneva 2010: Pininfarina 2uettottantaGeneva 2010: Pininfarina 2uettottanta

It is Pininfarina’s 80th year, as well as the 80th motor show at Geneva,
so it was very fitting that the design house should unveil a concept car
that proved to be the hot favourite of so many visitors to the show.

The 2uettottanta is as impossible to ignore as it is to pronounce. A
concept car with Alfa Romeo mechanicals, it sticks to a theme “that is
firmly rooted in Pininfarina history” – namely, a 2-seater, open-topped
sports car.

As with Bertone’s Alfa Romeo-based study, there are no current
plans to take the car to production, but both styling houses will have had
Alfa’s future intentions very much in mind. The clean, elegant lines of
Pininfarina’s voluptuous spider – “which is proposed with a 1750cc
turbo engine positioned longitudinally” – are, however, closer to the
public’s ideas of how a production Alfa Romeo might look than
Bertone’s magnificent flight of fancy.

The face of the
2uettottanta, in particular,
is not such a dramatic
departure from current
Alfa Romeo thinking. And
from the side, and the rear,
the surfaces are smooth,
soft, flowing.

It is a very different
concept from Bertone’s,
but each grabbed the
attention – and admiration
– of the crowds at Geneva.

Text: Charis Whitcombe
Photos: Pininfarina

ClassicInside - The Classic Driver Newsletter -- Free Subscription!
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Santo’Santo’Santo’Santo’Santo’s Italian Car Services Italian Car Services Italian Car Services Italian Car Services Italian Car Service

Lancia                 Alfa Romeo                     FIAT

    Santo Rimicci              Telephone
     8816 Amigo Avenue           (818) 701 - 1614
     Northridge, CA  91324

Monday  thru Friday  8 to 6, Saturday 9 to 3



Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern California

Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010 Page 31Page 31Page 31Page 31Page 31



Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern California

Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Page 32Page 32Page 32Page 32Page 32

Alfa Only
Service and Repair for

Alfas Only
Parts New and Used

(323) 662-3916
3422 Glendale Blvd

Los Angeles, CA

1/2 Mile South of Glendale
in Atwater Village

Visit Us On The Web
Pages.prodigy.net/alfaomega

3822 Clarington Avenue
Culver City CA 90232

(310) 836-3160
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Largest online cataloag of original
parts and accessories with factory

part numbers, images, parts diagrams,
online ordering!

� Original parts and hard to find NOS.
� Rebuilds, sheetmetal, restoration and

aftermarket parts..
� High performance components.
� Full line of Alfa Romeo Factory gifts,

accessories and collectables.
� Prompt worldwide delivery.

From Giulietta to 164, factory
authorized Alfa romeo parts

provider, over 30 years of  exclusive
Alfa Romeo experience.

Jon Norman, Ruth Ann Yager
800 890 ALFA (2532)

510 525 9435

www.alfapartscatalog.com
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Classified AClassified AClassified AClassified AClassified Ads -- ds -- ds -- ds -- ds -- FFFFFrrrrree for membersee for membersee for membersee for membersee for members
1994 164 LS, Black with tan
upholstery.  A/C and CD, new tires
and battery.  About 142K miles,
looks good, and runs good. $3,500.
The car has been maintained by
Stewart Sandeman, Alfa
Performance Connection.  Call
Harun at work 949-360-4163 or
home 949-759-7012 (2/10)

1978 Spyder:  purchased by me 8
years ago as a charity
donation brokered by Pick-A-Part. 
Though I don’t believe it has been
wrecked it has been on a salvage
title since Pick-A-Part.  It has
been running recently but has been
on a non-op for the past four
years.  It runs ok and lights and

accessories work. The motor has
good compression but it won’t pass
smog because of a Spica
injection problem.  The body is
straight though it is missing a rear
bumper.  The top is ok.  It was
repainted red over ivory and needs
a new paint job. Rust is visible of
one fender flare and lower rear
fenders, not too bad. Trans and
motor are ok.  It has a fresh
battery.  It has Alfa alloys and ok
tires. Also I have an extra
transmission and engine for this
car as well as two manuals.  I am
looking for about $2000 but I’ll
consider the best offer. Pictures on
request.  Call Howard at (909)
557-5943 or E-mail to:
howknowit@msn.com. (2/10)

&CALROD LLC.

Custom Hot Rods
      - custom paint
      - metal fabrication &
            coachwork
     - race & tour preparation for
           Vintage vehicles

calrod.com

ADLER

RESTORATION

Doug Adler
805.390.2506

Buy, Sell, Trade, Repair
Thousand Oaks, CA



Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern California

Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010 Page 35Page 35Page 35Page 35Page 35

M
em

be
rs

hi
p 

A
pp

lic
at

io
n

M
em

be
rs

hi
p 

A
pp

lic
at

io
n

M
em

be
rs

hi
p 

A
pp

lic
at

io
n

M
em

be
rs

hi
p 

A
pp

lic
at

io
n

M
em

be
rs

hi
p 

A
pp

lic
at

io
n

A
lfa

 R
om

eo
 O

w
ne

rs
 o

f S
A

lfa
 R

om
eo

 O
w

ne
rs

 o
f S

A
lfa

 R
om

eo
 O

w
ne

rs
 o

f S
A

lfa
 R

om
eo

 O
w

ne
rs

 o
f S

A
lfa

 R
om

eo
 O

w
ne

rs
 o

f S
ou

th
er

n 
C
al

ifo
rn

ia
ou

th
er

n 
C
al

ifo
rn

ia
ou

th
er

n 
C
al

ifo
rn

ia
ou

th
er

n 
C
al

ifo
rn

ia
ou

th
er

n 
C
al

ifo
rn

ia
D

ue
s 

fo
r 1

 y
ea

r m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

in
 th

e 
A

lf
a 

R
om

eo
 O

w
ne

rs
 o

f S
ou

th
er

n 
C

al
if

or
ni

a 
(A

R
O

SC
) a

nd
 th

e 
na

tio
na

l
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n,
 th

e 
A

lf
a 

R
om

eo
 O

w
ne

rs
 C

lu
b 

- 
U

S 
(A

R
O

C
) 

. .
 . 

. .
 . 

. .
 . 

. .
 . 

. D
U

E
S 

IN
C

R
E

A
SE

 . 
. $

70
.0

0
Pl

ea
se

 fi
ll 

in
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 m
ak

e 
ch

ec
ks

 p
ay

ab
le

 to
 “

A
lf

a 
R

om
eo

 O
w

ne
rs

 C
lu

b”
,

an
d 

m
ai

l t
o:

   
 A

lf
a 

R
om

eo
 O

w
ne

rs
 C

lu
b,

 P
O

 B
ox

 1
23

40
, K

an
sa

s 
C

it
y,

 M
O

 6
41

16
-0

34
0

O
R

: u
se

 a
 c

re
di

t c
ar

d 
at

 th
e A

R
O

C
 w

eb
 si

te
: w

w
w

.a
ro

c-
us

a.
or

g 
or

 p
ho

ne
 fr

ee
 to

 (8
77

) 3
99

-A
R

O
C

N
am

e 
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
 S

po
us

e 
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

St
re

et
  _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
   

C
ity

 _
__

__
__

__
__

__
_ 

St
at

e 
__

__
  Z

ip
  _

__
__

__

H
om

e 
Ph

on
e 

( 
   

) 
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
  W

or
k 

Ph
on

e 
( 

   
) 

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

 e
-m

ai
l  

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
   

A
lf

a(
s)

 O
w

ne
d 

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

A
R

O
C

 M
em

be
r 

N
um

be
r 

(i
f 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
) 

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_ 

   
   

   
   

   
C

he
ck

 e
nc

lo
se

d 
fo

r 
 $

__
__

__
__

__
__

_

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

==
==

=

A
ff

ili
at

io
n/

su
bs

cr
ip

ti
on

:  
m

em
be

r o
f a

no
th

er
 A

R
O

C
 C

ha
pt

er
 w

is
hi

ng
 to

 jo
in

 A
R

O
SC

  .
 . 

. .
 . 

. .
 . 

. $
22

.0
0

Fo
r s

ub
sc

ri
pt

io
n 

on
ly

, s
en

d 
ab

ov
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

w
ith

 c
he

ck
 p

ay
ab

le
 to

 A
R

O
SC

 to
:

A
R

O
SC

 T
re

as
ur

er
, 1

70
41

 M
al

ta
 C

ir
cl

e,
 H

un
ti

ng
to

n 
B

ea
ch

, C
A

  9
26

49



Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern CaliforniaAlfa Romeo Owners of Southern California

Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Alfacionada - April 2010Page 36Page 36Page 36Page 36Page 36

P
re

so
rt

ed
 S

ta
nd

ar
d

U
.S

.P
os

ta
ge

 P
ai

d
S

an
ta

 A
na

, C
A

P
er

m
it 

#3
50

A
lf

a 
  

R
om

eo
  

O
w

ne
rs

of
 S

ou
th

er
n 

C
al

if
or

ni
a

17
04

1 
M

al
ta

 C
ir

cl
e

H
un

ti
ng

to
n 

B
ea

ch
C

A
  

92
64

9
C

h
an

ge
 S

er
vi

ce
 R

eq
u

es
te

d

O
ur

 2
01

0 
C

al
en

da
r

O
ur

 2
01

0 
C

al
en

da
r

O
ur

 2
01

0 
C

al
en

da
r

O
ur

 2
01

0 
C

al
en

da
r

O
ur

 2
01

0 
C

al
en

da
r

Ja
nu

ar
y

6
B

oa
rd

 M
ee

ti
ng

 @
 L

ui
gi

’s

23
-2

4 
T

im
e 

T
ri

al
 &

 R
ac

e 
@

W
ill

ow
 S

pr
in

gs

30
A

nn
ua

l M
ee

ti
ng

, Y
ea

r-
E

nd
T

ro
ph

ie
s 

@
 D

el
za

no
’s

Fe
br

ua
ry

3
B

oa
rd

 M
ee

ti
ng

 @
 L

ui
gi

’s

20
   

 G
en

er
al

 M
ee

ti
ng

@
A

ut
ob

oo
ks

27
-2

8 
D

ri
ve

rs
 S

ch
oo

l @
 S

tr
ee

ts
of

 W
ill

ow

27
-2

8 
C

on
co

ur
s 

@
 L

a 
Q

ui
nt

a

A
pr

il

   
   

  1
1

C
on

co
ur

s,
 P

ar
am

ou
nt

   
   

   
   

   
R

an
ch

24
G

en
 M

tg
/C

hi
li

C
oo

ko
ff

 &
 fa

m
ily

pi
cn

ic
, B

re
a

   
   

 2
8

B
oa

rd
 M

ee
ti

ng
 @

L
ui

gi
’s

M
ay

22
G

en
er

al
 M

ee
tin

g,
A

gu
a 

D
ul

ce
 W

in
er

y 
&

Pi
zz

a

26
B

oa
rd

 M
ee

ti
ng

 @
L

ui
gi

’s

Ju
ne

5-
6

T
im

e 
T

ri
al

/R
ac

e/
E

nd
ur

o 
@

B
ut

to
nw

ill
ow

6
C

on
co

ur
s 

at
 H

.B
 C

B
ea

19
-2

0 
Il

 v
ia

gg
io

 d
i B

ar
re

tt
(S

pr
in

g 
dr

iv
in

g 
to

ur
)

26
G

en
er

al
 M

ee
tin

g 
T

B
D

30
B

oa
rd

 M
ee

ti
ng

 @
 L

ui
gi

’s

O
ct

 3
O

ct
 3

O
ct

 3
O

ct
 3

O
ct

 3

Ju
ly

17
  A

lf
ap

al
oo

za
/C

en
te

na
ry

C
el

eb
ra

ti
on

, G
la

ds
to

ne
s

L
on

g 
B

ea
ch

25
G

en
er

al
 M

ee
tin

g/
Su

m
m

er
P

ar
ty

 H
un

ti
ng

to
n 

B
ea

ch

28
B

oa
rd

 M
ee

ti
ng

 @
 L

ui
gi

’s


