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GENERAL MEETING

If you want to learn how to tame those
pesky Weber carbs of yours, or if you’re
thinking of converting, you’ll notwant to
miss the March General Meeting at Alondra
Park on the 30th. Our guest speaker will be
John Concialdi from Redline Co.,
distributors of Weber carburetors. Be
there! Tt’1l be a GAS!!!

COMMERCIAL AD RATES

Half Year Full Year
1/8 page $ 60.00 $100.00
1/4 page $120.00 §200.00
1/2 page $240.00 $400.00

o
Prices are for camera ready art. Please contact the
newsletter editor if you need assistance in formulat-

ing your advertisement.
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PAROLA DI PRESIDENTE

~ Dan Ritter

It’s been great to receiveresponses from the
membership. Sometimes I fear noone is reading
this column and all this writing is in vain.
However] rejoice in the overwhelming response
frommany of vou regarding the piece in the
Decemberissue concerning Alfas infilm,. T will
compile all the additions and hopefully we’ll
publish an updated list inthe late fall.

One letter from Phelps Hobart, the president of the
Delta Sierra Chapter talked abouta famous car
whichmany of you are already familiar with but for
those who aren’t it is one of the mostbeautiful
cars that has appearedin the movies. A6C 2500
SSwith a Pinninfarina convertible body, this
beautiful machine carried Rosano Brasi, Eva
Gardenerto romance and heartbreak with Humphery
Bogartto round out the love triangle. Actually this
was Tyrone Power’s car. He purchased it in Italy
and drove it for sometime after the filming of The
Barefoot Contessa. The original colorwas black
and Phelps shares my annoyance that they never
washed the car for the entire duration of the film.
The 2500 found its way to Nort Newman who was
an active AROSC member until he passed on in
1984. Nort had restored the 2500 SS, repainted it
red and campaigned it in local concours along with
his other 6C 2500 convertible (Touring I think)
which was painted a light blue. The light blue car
is featured in Joe Benson’s Buyers Guide. The last
time I saw the 6C 250033 was at the Burbank Car
Show where Nort’s widow was offering the car for
sale. I think the price of the car atthat time must
have been around 17K to 20K. I understand that
Phelps saw the same car at the Monterey Historics
in 1985 and had considered purchasing it for 25K.
However he bought 2 fixer 2500’s for 10 instead.
Phelps indicated the same Tyrone Power 2500583
sold for 137K in Cannes in 1988!

POINTS OF INTEREST

What a terrific general meeting we had on Feb.
23rd. With Mike Sperry as the guest speaker the
throng of Alfisti were treated to an advanced
lessonin cylinder head preparation. Mike has been
working with a new fuelinjection system designed
specifically for modern engines such as the Alfa
2.5and 3.0. The system allows for a more flexible
mixture control which is critical when changing
cams and or port and polishing is performed. What
an honor it is tobe associated with Mike Sperry.
His generosity is greatly appreciated (he has
donated a set of bigvalves each

time he has presented atour meetings). Thank you
Mike

I also want to thank Jan Cline and VickiDillman.
Here are two enthusiasts whodrive from far
distances (Vicki lives in San Diego) not only to
attend the meetings but to bring refreshments as
welll Both ladies baked theirown cookies and itis
axiomatic that the attending members were in
accord as to the flavor. I say two thumbs up for
Jan & Vicki.

The next general meeting will be Fri. March 20th at
Alondra Park and our guest speaker will be John
Concizaldi, a representative fromRedline corp who
are the distributors for Weber carburetors. This
would be of special interestto the owners of older
cars and to those who are interested in
conversions.
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On April 27 Paul Dexlerhas graciously agreed to
present slides and talk aboutthe Alfa Romeo
Museumin Arese. Until then-

A Rivederla

GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS
& JUST NEWS

Stu Schaller

It’s amazing how different people view the value
of an old Alfa all over the world. Here are some
results from auctions held inEngland, France and
Italy in December 1989. 1950 6C2500 Pinninfarina
Cabriolet, excellent cond., England, $148,500;
1960 Giulietta Sprint Veloce, newrestoration,
Italy, $16,900; 1962 Giulia Sprint Normale, Good,
France, $12,500; 1963 Giulia Spider Normale, very
good, France, $28,600; 1964 Giulia Sprint GT,
Excellent, [taly, $13,250; 1964 Giulia Sprint
Speciale, vintage racer, Italy, 316,900; 1965 2600
Spider, very good, France, $37,600; 1965 GTA,
vintageracer, Italy, $104,400; 1971 GTV,
Excellent, England, $7,200; 1971 Montreal,
excellent, [taly, $§25,700. These prices all seem
reasonable except for the Giulia Spider, which is
aboutdouble the going U.S.price. In ads for
February 1990 in English magazines prices seem
very High, for example: 1974 Spider, very good,
$19,800; 2600 Spider, excellent, $64,2001; 1972
GTV, very good, $16,400; 1967 Sprint GT, very
good, 14,800; 1958 Giulietta Spider Normale, very
zood, $26,300; 1965 Giulia Spider Normale, very
good, $32,90011; 1969 Duetto 1750, very good,
$21,400. It appears thatEnglish dealers are
ﬁsking about double what the same car commands
ere.

Alfa has decided to run a second Indy carin
selectedraces driven by Unser. I recently wentto
a Porsche literature and models swap meet and
found, of all things, afactory press kit onthe 1989
car complete with photos, slides and even a book
containing Alfa’s Indy history. No, Alfa never
officially ran at Indy, butprivateers ran P3s, 8C,
and 308 type GP cars with modifications in the late
1930’s and throughout the 1940’s; unfortuatley
without any real success.

Recent Alfa articles have included one on the 2
million dollar plus 8C GranPrix car and 1970’s
Spiders in Road & Track, a Giulietta article in
Classic and Sportscar, and some stuff on the 164
and ES30 Zagato in French, German and Italian
magazines. | have notas yet seen any of the new
Alfa books I mentioned lastmonth, and at current
book prices I have decided to see them first, rather
than just buy them through the mail. lunderstand
the Dutch Alfa club magazine is thinking about
issuing an English language version. The Dutch
magazine is superb, because many people in the
clubwrite articles for it; the Dutch obviously feel
that participation is the key......somewhat
differentthan most people here.

Forthose of you intominiatures, 2 French
companies STARTER and PROVANCE MOULAGE have
recently done a number of Alfas: GIA's, Giuliettas,
Zagato SZ’s, TZ’s, TZ2's, and Type 33’s. As
these are difficult to find in the U.S., I suggest you
write to Rod Ward atSun Auto, P.0. Box MTI,
Leeds, England. These limited series resin kits
sell for about $40 each..... tell Rod I sent you.

continued page 4
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Still have not goiten an answer aboul a speaker
fromPatrick Racing for our April meeting, but 1’11
let you know as scon as I know. I am also trying
to get Rick Cole to speak to us onAlfa values and
appreciation; Craig Morningstar, the Alfa PR man;
and even Phil Hill for a meeting this year.

Well guys, after spending thelast 2 1/2 years
fixing up my 2600 Spider, it’s gone. Iseriously
looked at what still needed to be done and what it
would cost. I was offered what I considered to be
agood price, so Ilet it go. 1 am looking fora very
nice 105 series GT, a 1600 GTV, 1750 or 2 liter. [
want a car that needs very little and ’'mwilling to
spend about $8,000. If you have anything, please
letme know.

The first Formula One race was somewhat of a
surprise; not in the factthat Senna won, butin the
factthat Cosworth powered cars were able to keep
up. Jean Alesi, anew hot-shoe finished secondin
a Tyrell.

My good friend Peter Zobian, just traded his
1900CSS Touring, the first one built, S/N 1594, in
need of total restoration, for a Ghia bodied carin
perfect condition, with only 24,000 original
kilometers on it. I willtry to get Peter to bring this
cario a meeting as soon as it arrives in the U.S.

“Til next time

Stu

continued from page 7

CRITIC’S CORNER

Larry Meyer

The emphasis then shifts toRicart’s aero work,
and there are photos of the amazing 2500 bhp, 50
liter, turbocharged, 28 cylinder radial Tipo 1101.
We are then "treated" toa look at the grim days of
1943-45, which begins with aheavy Allied
bombing run that prompted Ricartto move his staff
to the safety of the beautiful nearby lake district.
After Mussolini’s ouster, Ricart had to contend
with German soldiers trying tokidnap Alfa

engineers to bolster their bombed-out factories at
home. A massive US bombing run leveled the
Portello factory, and leaving few survivors. Ricart
left for Spain in early 1945; mere weeks later,
partisans moved on the factory and murdered
Gobbato. The car Ricarthad planned for a post war
Ttaly, the Gazzela, proved too costly to build, and
was stillborn.

Back home in Barcelona, Ricart joined E.N.A.S.A.,
the nationalized truck builder, where he finally
created the GT of his dreams, the superb Pegaso, a
carwhich badly outclassed the early roadpoing
Ferraris. The name (Pegasus) seems like sweet
revenge directed at Enzo--the flying horse clearly
Islurpasses the cavallino rampante or prancing
orse.

At Alfa, it is obvious Ricart’s legacy was nothis
designs but Orazio Satta and the staff he
assembled and trained, who were getting ready to
build the company we know.
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We have over 15 years experience
repairing, maintaining, modifying, racing
and caring for Alfa Romeo motorcars.
Please call for an appointment or to
discuss your needs.

omega motorsports

3872 Claringron Avenue, Culver City
(213) 836-3160
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EDITOR’S DESK

1’1l be the first to admit that I have an irrational
love of automobiles. Inspite of all the evidence
that cars are one of the biggest baddies in the
pollution battle there are some cars that can turn
me into a babbling drooler on sight (or sound). I
love to be around cars, go to shows, races, what-
have-you. For me, and probably for most of us so
afflicted, it’s a personal thing, a fantasy world,
and therefore sort of selfish. So when an
opportunity presents itself to dothe car thing and
atthe same time be of some use toothers I think

" we sort of owe itto ourselves to doit. I meta man

ata Ferrari club eventhby the name of Michael
Allen and Mike is offering a unique opportunity to
do some good while enjoying what promises to bea
wonderful event for people like us.

Dear Auto Enthusiast,

Itis with great personal pleasure and a senseof
hope that I announce to you, my fellow
afficionados of [talian motor cars, a rare
opportunity to let our passion for these exciting
machines serve a truly noble purpose.

FIVE ACRES, a private, non-sectarian agency
founded in 1888, provides care and treatment for
abused and neglected children in the Los Angeles
areaon a 24 hour, 365 day basis. A non-profit
organization, FIVE ACRES relies on the generousity
of its benefactors to continue its valuable and
important work.

FIVE ACRES’ major fund raiser is an annual benefit
auctionwhich, because of its location and theme,

is always a truly unique event. The theme for the
1990 auction is the Ttalian MILLE MIGLIA, a race
which holds particular significance for Alfa Romeo
enthusiasts, The auction will take place Saturday
afternoon, June 3, 1990 atthe Coleman W. Morton
villa in Pasadena, California. This luxurious
privateresidence and its beautifully landscaped
grounds are often used by the motion picture and
television industries for on-site filming.

] feel very strongly thatthe success of this event
depends to a great degree on providing an
atmosphere which is at oncefestive and at the
same time true to the racing tradition of the MILLE
MIGLIA. Therefore, I extend to you, on behalf of
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FIVE ACRES, an invitation to participate in this
worthwhile cause in a mostnovel and exciting
way.

We are inviting owners to exhibit their
automobiles on the mansion grounds the afternoon
of the dinner-auction. Automobiles will be
selected to represent three categories:

1. Automobiles which participated in the MILLE
MIGLIA.

2. European manufactured automobiles of MILLE
MIGLIA vintage.

3. Italian manufactured automobiles of recent
manufacture.

All owners who offer their automobiles for exhibit,
whether selected or not, willreceive a
complimentary invitation to attend the event and
enjoy the Italian food, music and atmosphere.

Please take a moment to consider the importance
of this effort to themany children who willrely on
FIVE ACRES as their only hopeto live a normal,
productive life. Pleas contactme at (213) 203-
8372 or, outside California (800) 621-5969,

Sincerely,

Michael Allen

CRITIC’S CORNER

Larry Meyer

I hope you enjoyed PatBraden’s personal history
of Alfa experiences as muchas | did. It is hard to
imagine now, when it seems everyone is attracted
to classic cars, that inthe late ’50’s and early
’60’s enthusiasts were nearly asrare as those few
surviving pre-war cars themselves. Back then, the
first serious marque histories were just being
compiled, and the focus was on keeping cars
roadworthy rather than the latestSotheby or Rick
Coleresults, and tips on the best way to secure
them for transport in large, moving van-like
enclosed trailers.

Imyself was about 15 years too young toget
involvedin any of Pat’s adventures, but did have
the benefit of two close friends who really brought
the era alive for me. Both bought very cheaply,
drove the cars for transportation, were never the
same afterwards —and sold too soon. Purchase
prices? How about anear concours DB2-4 Aston
Martin for $2500, a 19334 1/2 litre Invicta for
$1000, or a 1931 8litre Bentley for $1500? We’ll
have to see if Dan Ritter is as much a sparkplug as
my friend, who had the energy to repeat for 20
years as Pres. of the New England chapter of AMOC!
By the way, the otherfriend still has the Bentley,
which is all there butafter a quarter century
continues to hibernate until itfinally gets the full
restoration treatment.

Anyway, I’ve heard many great stories over the
vears (some of them true!l), got to ride intwo of the
cars and drive the Invicta, which makes me feel
right at home with Pat’s enthusiasm as collector—
user. What he is too modest to say is that in his
generation, it was often the most knowledgeable
and respected enthusiasts who gravitatedio the

continued page 6
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pre—war through 1900 series cars, and they had a
lotto do with the amazingly high regard the marque
enjoys among collectors. AsPat himself noted in
the OWNER, Alfa even nowis held in awe by the
automotive press, and a surprising amount of print
is devoted to the many important cars in Alfa’s
past. If you love Alfas, you’re in good company.

Which brings me to DanRitter’s plan for aclub
library coupled with book critiques. I'm sure many
of you are anxious about Alfa’s future —— will new
models still attract the loyalty of AROSC members,
and how can you justify buying Alfa when itis the
Germans or Japanese, and not the Italians, who
appear to be building the next generation of our
present cars, At the other extreme, the level of
speculationin collector cars is approaching the
famous Dutch Tulip mania, and has basically
eliminated the real enthusiasts and connoisseurs
fromownership of nearly all really significant
cars.

In short, there are many reasons for Alfisti to feel
blue, which is why PatBraden’s upbeat message is
awelcome antidote. Plenty of affordable
machinery remains, whether the goal is fast street
driving, time trials, or a small collection, and that

is not likely to change socon.

1’11 be using this space in upcoming newsletters to
introduce you to some of the many worthwhile
books and articles on Alfa, which can add toyour
enjoyment of the club and the marque.

As a final note, I’d like to paraphrase thatfamous
quip about Alfa’s attributed to Henry Ford, "Every
time I finish a PatBraden column, | raise my hat."

Book Review

Automobile Quarterly, Volume 24, No. 2 (2nd
Quarter, 1986

"Alfa Romeo: The Merosiand Jano Years", by
Griffith Borgeson

Pp.122-153, 224.

What we know of Alfa’s history comes from the
hard work of a mere handful of writers. Luigi Fusi
spent a lifetime with the factory, starting as al7
yvearold assistant to Vittorio Jano; he wrote two
fine volumes on the marque, and single handedly
assembled the Museo Storico. British super-
enthusiasts Roy Slater and Peter Hull assembled
the first real history of Alfa in 1964 (Hull has also
served as Secretary of the VS3C in England).
AngeloTito Anselmi has done major work on the
Giulietta and the great carrozzeria, and Simon
Moore is the world authority on the 8C 2900.

Alsoon this short listis AQ European editor Griffith
Borgeson, a long time admirer of Alfa who alsohas
the unique distinction of actually interviewing the
reclusive Jano before his death. To me, the glory
days of Road & Track were in the '50°’s and ’60’s,
and Borgeson was there, along with Henry Manney
and Dean Batchelor.

For those of you unfamiliarwith AQ, it isa
handsome hardcover book published 4 times
annually in magazine format, thankfuily sans
advertising. Sooner or laterit seems every
subjectwhich makes vour heartrace will have its
day, often in definitive form. However, AQ tries to
beeclectic, so unforgetiable features may be
followed by "Fords of the ’50’s", and driving
impressions are found only occasionally.
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Nonetheless, there is much torecommend it: the
articles are succintly written, offering an
appealing alternative to those intimidated by
encyclopedic volumes such as Fusiand Hull &
Slater. Staff photographer Roy Query produces
exquisiteresults with his 4x5 view camera (Nikons
arerelegated primarily to action shots), the
cutaway drawings are the Best, and the historic
B&W photos and engineering schematics are guiie
wonderful. Car books are expensive and AQ iz uo
exception, at $60 per yearor $20 per backissue,
buton the other hand running an Alfa isn’tcheap
either.

Inthis 1986 issue, we learn about the man who
was there at the start--Giuseppe Merosi—-who was
hired as chief engineer inlate 1909, a fewmonths
before A.L.F.A, was formed. Although all his road
cars had pushrod engines, itwas Merosi, and not
Jano, who developed Alfa’s firsttwincam, for an
abortive 1914 GP car. Conservatively engineered
but solid, long lived, and possessed of superb
handling, Merosi’s cars gave Aifa a fine reputation
onwhich the brilliant Jano could build. Borgeson
presenis the human side of Merosi, and I
particularly like the photo of the young Giuseppe
perched on one of those turn of the century racing
bicycles with the impossibly high front wheel,
chest covered with competition medals, one hand
free to wave his cap.

After bicyveles came motorcycles and aviation ——
one of his first Alfa engines powered a successful
1910 biplane. Borgeson mischieviously quotes
Peter Hull on Merosi’s pushrods, saying they "were
surprisingly heavy, and a spare one would be
perfectly suitable for keeping beside the bed for
attacking burglars." Years afterhe was deposed,
Merosireturned to Alfa broke and desperate for
worlkl, incredibly serving during WWIilas a 70 vear
old draftsman.

The ending of this story brings us toc a momentous
event, the hiring of Vittorio Jano, who was
recruited when Merosi failed todeliver a
successful GP car for the 1923 season (Merosi
actually hung on for another 3 years after Jano’s
arrival, and surprisingly, his cars also sold
better), | wont spoil it by recounting all the
interesting details, but Borgeson presenis a
persuasive case that the P2 was a real
breakthrough for its time. Jano came from Fiat, the
dominant force in GP racing since the turn of the
century. Jano had worked on every competition
effort since WW I, and Alfa gave hime the
opportunity to release all his bottled up creativity.
The P2 was a remarkable achievement—-Alfa was a
very obscure company then, Fiathad introduced its
latest world beater, and the P2 so humiliated Fiat
and the competetition from its first outing that the
company shortly felt compelled to withdraw from
racing. Interestingly, neither Janonor Merosi had
a formal engineering education. Both went to
technical institutes but were largely self taught
regards things automotive.

Borgeson takes us through the geneclogy of Merosi
and Jano designs, skillfully illustrated with
superb contemporary B&W photos and marvelous
renderings which appear 1o be straight from the
Portello works drafting tables. He argues that the
TipoB (or P3) is a masterpiece by every standard,

of this or any century. The article is accompanied ™

by a magnificent color portfolio of greats from the
Museo Storico, which will make you wish you hada
spare $100 million or soio buy them all. On the
coveris a fine painting of two 8C 2900’s storming
through the motntains in the 1938 Mille Miglia.

continued page 7
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Which brings us to amost dreaded topic for Alfisti,
a.k.a.The Greatest Management Blunderof All
Time: the firing of Vittorio Jano and Enzo Ferrari
from Alfa. 1’11 wantto get into this more later, not
M L0 mention the departure of other major talents-
| But for the moment, justimagine if Ferrari had
continued to run the competition effort, with Jano
as chief engineer until retirement. Ever‘yBone
knows Enzo’s story, but Janohimself achieved
about as much after WW II as he did while at Alfa.
Firstwas the narrow angle V-6 powering the
landmark 1950’s Lancia Aurelia, the machine which
defined the Post War GT car. Then came the Lancia
D.24’s, which won the 1954 Mille Miglia and Targa
Florio, and the D.50 Formula 1 cars. These were
promising but underfunded, and when sold to
Ferrari, won the 1956 championship for Fangio. At
Ferrari, Jano designed a nifty family of V-6’s you
may have heard of, known as Dinos, which won the
F1 championship in 1958 for Mike Hawthorne with
eneine in front, and in 1961 for Phil Hill with
engine in back. After Jano'’s death in 1965, a
streetable version went into the 206 and 246
Ferrari Dinos and their FIAT counterparts. The
story continus into the ’70°s, when the Dino-
powered Lancia Stratos destroyed all competition
and won the World Rally Championship 3 years
straightover 1974-76.

Notso different from Jano’s glory years at Alfa.

Book Review

Agtg%r;ﬁble Quarterly, Volume 25, No. 3 (3rd Quarter,
1

"Wifredo Ricart: Alfa’s Innovatorin the Shadow of
#. War", by Griffith Borgeson, Pp. 274-289,

This month, a short but significant Borgeson
article, which not only features Alfa’s forgotten
man but also provides some explanation of how
Enzo Ferrari and Vittorio Jano came to be fired from
Alfa. I haven’t seen any categorical statements
confirming this view, but there can be little doubt
thatthe blame goes to Il Duce himself. Only in the
pastseveral years have we begun to understand
this period, so deep have been the wounds
associated with Fascism, Mussolini and Hitler. I
myself had very mixed emotions viewing a photo in
which the Alfa racing teamis showing off a
victorious P2 to Mussolini’s sons.

Basically, Il Duce nationalized a sagging Alfa
Romeoin 1933, which had been badly hurt like so
many others in the Depression. As Borgeson
explains, car production and racing had nearly
stopped by 1935, as the Portello factory converted
to aero engines and military vehicles. While
Vittorio Janc was perhaps one of the two orthree
greatestdesigners of racing engines in his day,
his expertise did not extend to air cooled radial
powerplants, and with Ugo Gobbatoreplacing
Nicola Romeo as head of the company, Jano was
busted from chief engineer to cars and trucks,
whichis to say, considering the wartime
preparations, almost nothing. Atthe same time,
losing Grand Prix to Hitler’s Mercedes and Auto
Union teams was an unpardonable blow to Il Duce’s
masculinity, so something also had to be done
about Scuderia Ferrari, Alfa’s racing intermediary.

7 Nevermind that the Italians couldn’t compete with
'the huge racing budgets of the Germans. Inthe
resulting political infighting, Gobbato sacked
Romeo’s favorites Ferrari and Jano, installing his
own man, the Spaniard Wifredo Ricart, as chief
engineer.
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Today, hardly anyone remembers this figure, so
much so that his name is often misspelled, coming
out"Wilfredo", or "Ricard", and his time at Alfais
usually dismissed as one of total failure. The
realityisn’t that simple, as Borgeson explains.
Unlike the self-taught Geometra (Surveyor)Merosi
and Jano, Ricart had the best formal engineering
education, was fluent in five languages, also a
talented artist and musician, who also found the
time 10 race airplanes. From a prominent upper
class family, he had the bad luck of being pro-
Francoin Barcelona, where the ant-fascist
partisans were strongest. Gobbatoknew and
respected Ricart, and offered himrefuge in Italy in
1936, effectively saving his life. He rose rapidly,
and undoubtedly gave Gobbato the confidence that
he could afford to live without either Ferrari or
Jano.

Ricart surrounded himself with brilliant staffers,
first and foremost a young aercnautical engineer
named Orazio Satta. Jano’s protege Gioacchino
Colomboremained through the war and after,
developing the Alfetta while Ricart pursued his
ownracing efforts and military aero engines.
Satta, of course, was theman responsible for the '
cars we have first hand experience with: the 1900,
Giulietta, Giulia, and Alfetta series. Colombo lost

outin a power struggle with Satta, but his post-

Alfa career is quite impressive. How about the

“short block" V-12 designed forFerrari, which

powered nearly all their greatroad cars from the

166 of 1946 through the 275 GTB of 1967 (including

the dual purpose 250 SWBand GT0). He proceeded

tolose another power struggle at Ferrari, surfacing

at Maserati where he did the 250F Formula 1 car.
Fangiowon his first World Championship in

Colombo’s Alfetta, and his fourthand last in {
Colombo’s 250F. The in-line 6 from the 250F was |
detuned, and powered most of the Maserati GT cars
until the late '60’s. He also was involved in the
abortive attempt to resurrect Bugatti.

At —

As for Ricart’s designs themselves, all were
failures, a dismal statistic havingto do with a
brilliantman working in a company dominated by
Machiavellian politics, where racing programs
were abruptly terminated by War, and military aero
engine designs were within two years obsoleted by
Ttaly’s losing the War. It seems that Ricartwas
100 smart for Gobbato to successfully manage or
control, with the result that Wifredo’s design
teams spent their time speeding down cul de sacs.

The Tipo 162 {1938) had an engine as beautiful to
look at as Jano’s best, and was surpassed in
specific output only by the Mercedes 165. Areal
tourde force, the unitwas a 4 cam 3 liter V-16
which pioneered 2-stage supercharging, achieving
avery nice 490 bhp at 7800 rpm. Ricart’s mid-
engined Tipo 512 was equipped with an impressive
boxer 12, and has the distinction of attaining the
highest specific output of the pre war era, at 335
bhp (at 8600 rpm) outof a mere 1490 ¢cc. That
stands at 225 bhp/liter vs. Mercedes’ best of 186.

Neither car could handle, and Borgeson states that
Colombo’s rival Alfetta faction knew how to correct
Ricart’s chassis design flaws, but held back in
retribution for the demise of Jano and Ferrari.
Indeed, Borgeson notes that Enzo, in his
autobiography, saved some of his most vicious
epithets for Ricart, out of wounded pride for the
rough treatment he received at Alfa toward the end.
Nothing in Borgeson’s portrait of Ricart justifies
Ferrari’s attack--Gobbato and Mussolini surely
were the heavies here, atleast in terms of asking
the impossible from Nicola Romee’s old favorites.

continued page 4
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MEN WHO LOVE ALFAS TOO
MUCH

Italked to Dave’s mother the other day. She
sounded hysterical: "Have gotten rid of your Alfa
yet"

"Uh, no, I haven’t," I said, "But I’ve tried. Really."
Aftermy Alfa convertible broke down near
Bakersfield last Thanksgiving - costingme $1,300,
plus millions in psycholgical damage - my wife
said either the Alfa goes or she goes. But so far,
I've been unable to unload the damn thing.

Dave’s mother nearly broke down over the phone.
"He thinks people who have Alfas are wonderful
people," she said accusingly. "Our family almost
splitapart over him getting that Alfa. We didn’t
wanthim to get itin the first place — his father
hatesit. Instead of going to college, he’s working
two jobs to pay off that Alfa. It's not what we
dreamed of for our son..."

I’d never mt Dave’s mother, but I know Dave. He’s
a 22 year old bagboy. We mettwo years ago when
he brought my groceries outto the Alfa. His eyes
sparkled. He asked me how I liked it. "It’s preat
when it works," | saidwith a grim smile. "I’'m
gonna get one soon," he said.

Hewas halfway back tothe store when [ said, "Uh,
Dave - I need apush. It won’tstart." So Dave
pushedme and the Alfathrough the parking lot
untill was able to jump-start the infernal
machine.

You’d think Dave would have taken this as a sign,
butno. Undaunted, he bought a metallic charcoal
1984 Alfa Spider convertible for $8,900 and got a
night job.

"I[t’s an obsession," said the poor woman. "It’shis
whole life. Every penny he makes goes into that
car. He doesn’t have money for food, clothes,
rent. Have you seenhis shoes lately? T think it’s
acute car," she admitted, "But he hates itwhen [
say that. He doesn’tthink it’s cute, he thinks it’s
beautiful. And it doesn’thelp him meet girls,
either."

Iunderstood completely. Inthe 10 long years I’ve
driven an Alfa convertible, I've never picked up a
woman with it. ([ didget lucky a couple of times
when the Alfa was inthe shop.)

"His problem began three years ago when he saw
oneon 'Miami Vice,” Dave’s mom blithered.
"Since then he goes outand gets a tape of any
movie that has an Aifain it. The other night we
were watching ’'See No Evil’ and he says, "Here it
comes! Here it comes!’ [ had no idea what he was
talking about, until he points out the ’*gorgeous’
red Alfa. I°d like it better if itwas a gorgeous
redhead. When he sits down at the dinnertable,
we wonder what part of the Alfa he’s goingto talk
about.”

Dave’s dad got on the horn. "Every time I'm around
the darn thing there’s something wrong with it.
Right now, the synchronizer inreverse gear is
going out."” His momrecalled the Alfa’s very first
road trip, to Santa Cruz. Dave bought some Miami
Vice-style clothes, and a friend borrowed some
video equipment so they couldrecord the car’s
maiden voyage. "There’s this one scene where

he’s supposed to step on the gas and roardown the ;
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street, but the car justgoes 'pfft, pfft, pfft.” On
the way back, a spark plug went out, and the
windshield wipers weren’t working, so the car was
covered with mud. He just came limping home. It
was humiliating.”

Tasked her if she’d ever been in the Alfa. "Yes,
but I’m constantly worried - what are we going to
do if it breaks down? Do I havemy triple A card
withme? | won’tgo on long trips."

How about Sunrise mall? "Not that far," she said.
"We went to Nordstrom. Wherever we go, he parks
way out in the parking lot so nobody dings his
door. I have tohike all the wayin."

Dave’s mom did have one fond memory of the Alfa.
"He took me out on the Fourth of July. We sat
there with the top down and watched the fireworks.
ButI’d rather he was there with a cute 22 yvear-
old blonde. Do youknow any 22 year-old blondes?"
Ididn’t, but | promisedto have a talk with Dave,
He confirmed his obsession was sparked by Miami
VYice. "It was episode 66, *Viking Bikers From
Hell,”"Dave said. "It’s night, and the bad guy’s
sisterdrives up in ablack 88 Spider Veloce with
the t_opI down. IThave the video. If you’d like to
seeil.’

I asked Dave if his Alfamania was becoming a
problem. "I don’t think so0," he said. "Well, yeah,
maybe until I get it paid off."

That's like pushing a snowball up a hill, Dave.
Whatwith all the repairs, you’ll never get it paid
off. I could seethere was no reasoning with him.
Icalled Dave’s mother back and said, "GROAN."

"Groan?"

"Grieving Relatives of Alfa Nuts. You can getmy
wife to join."

(From a newspaper article of unknown origin
submitted by Dirk Stoehr. Apologies to the
author.)ed.
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MAR VISTA MOBILE

3822 W. 139th St.. Hawthorne
(2131644-2933

%%ﬂ’

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL

TRANSMISSION REPAIR

$150 LABOR (benchwaork only)

GUARANTEED & mos. (with all bearings replaced)
BEARINGS available @ 40% off dealer list

HARD PARTS available @ 65% off dealer list
BEARS rebushed 1/3 cost of new gears

TRANSAXLE REPAIR

$225 LABOR (benchwork only)
INSTALLATION available $250 - €350 labor
(by appointpent only)

SPECIALIZING IN RESTORATIONS OF 750 & 101 SERIES CARS

E)(PERT GENERAL

SERVICE AND
2 MAINTENANCE

ﬁu complete line of chassis and drive
tram components for racing and high

performance street use are also
available.
j V_l j
— by

{ —e—
WARD::DEANE
RACING Y111

Shop Localien’ 1445 y g1 Segundo Blvd
Gardena, Ca
Telephone: (213) 754-6008

Mailing Address 115 N 0ak St No 15 lnglewoad CAS030

OPEN DAYS
EVENINGS
WEEKENDS

ALFACIONADA

The Right Stuff
to Put You Out Front

e Sorreec

MORE POWER!

» Headers = Camshafts »
¢ Carb Conversions =

e Induction Systems

We are Automotive
Performance and
Design Specialists.

We'll help you get
BETTER HANDLING!
» Springs  Torsion Bars » your Alfa to run and

* Sway Bars « Shocks * /1 I look the way
« Alloy Wheels » j you want.
GOOD LOOKS!

shankle

= Spoilers = Side Skirts .
= Air Dams © Alloy Wheels ..the unfair advantage

automotive engineering
m 9135-F4 Alabama Ave, Chatsworth, CA 91311
== Phone B18-709-6155 FAX 818-709-8169

15% AROSC DISCOUNT  CATALOG $5.00

Alfa Romeo Parts
& Accessories

Free Catalog

centerllne

Proaucts;

P.O. Box 1466, Boulder, Colorado 80308
(303) 447-0239




ALFA ROMEO
PARTS 2

DISCOUNT PRICES

T-Shirts — $1100

Catalog — $300

———==UFROPARTS
CONN=CTION

1425 Gardena Ave., Unit 7 = Glendale, California 91204

Toll Free USA: 1-800-228-EURO
Calif: 818-242-1122 » Fax: 818-242-1471

-
master carge |
0

@] WORLDWIDE
§ SHIPPING

AND OTHER
FINE ITALIAN MOTOR CARS
service & parts

18734 Ventura Blvd. Tarzana, Calif.
(rear—building)

(818) 996-6787

JOSEPH CANNONE Prop.

ALFA ONLY

Service and Repair for

Alfa’s Only!

Parts NEW and USED

(213) 662-3916

3422 Glendale Bivd., L.A.
> Mi. So. of Glendale
in Atwater Village
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Alfa Milano, Inc.

We offer you the expertise of
Mr. Aquiles Gemba

formerly with Autodelta and
Alfa Romeo factory.

NEW ADDRESS!

1652 5. La Cienega Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90035
(213)652-2404

ALFACIONADA




CARS FOR SALE

* 1984 GTV-6 Red, tan lather, A/C, AM/FM stereo
Casselte, sunroof. 205-50 compTA’s. 35,000
miles on rebuilt engine, 13,000miles on
transmission and clutch. 6,000miles on cooling
system. Very good condition. Maintained by the
book. All receipts. $4,500 OBO. Marty Cohen.
{818)964-6581 days (213) 377-427% eves.

* 1979 Alfa Spider Black with brown cloth
interior. Clean, good runner. $4,500. (213)398-
1421.

« 1989 Milano Verde Red/black. Showroom
condition, fully loaded. LastAlfa DeDion. Driver’s
driving machine. Must sell - leaving U.5. Ask for
Sylvia. (213) 465-1164 between 10 AM and 6PM.

1987 Spider Quadrifogiio Redwith grey leather
interior. 33,000 mi., removable stereo.
Meticulously maintained by dealer. Still under
warranty. Must sell forfamily sedan. Asking
$13,500 OBO. Ernie, evenings only. (818) 772~
9561.

1962 Giulietta Sprint AR350213. Roller complete,
needs restoration, no major dents, 2 spare doors, 1
spare hood, 2 engines; 1750, 1 101 1300ce, 2
splitcase trans., many extra goodies, owners
manual, copy spare parts manual, copy repair
manual. $8,500 OBO. Also looking for Giulia Super
running. Call Vic. Days (805) 983-4121 Eves.
(805)969-9087 FAX(805) 485-5678.

1974 Spider Veloce 132hp Dave Vegher builg,
Galanced and dynoed engine, Sperry stage 3 head
with big valves and 1lmm cams, Vegher rebuilt
trans., Ward and Deane suspension, adjustable
upper arms, Konis, 205/60-14 Yokohama A008’s on
Campagnolo 14 x 5 1/2mags. New: Alfa red paint,
black top and boot, brakes, exhaust system,
radiator, water pump, alternator, startermotor, gas
tank, dash cover. Builtto but never raced. 8,500
mi.on engine, 2,000 on A008’s. Asking §9,000.
JimMorse (213) 214-3551.

1974 Spider Immaculate, one owner, California
car. 40,000 original miles. Red acrylic enamel,
color sanded to mirror finish., New black top.
Completely stock, never raced. $7,800 0OBO. Dave
(714)536-6767.

1979 Alfetta Sedan

Silver. Recently reworked head, high compression
pistons, Marelli Plex. Major Omega Motorsports
service in Dec. New rear discs and brake pads all
around. Sunroof, prefect dash. Recent exhaust
system. Car is straightbut needs a good dose of
TLC. $1,750.

JohnGreen. (818) 994-2318.

1966 GIULIA SUPER Prepared for vintage racing
D/Prod. 2L engine; high comp. pistons, prepared
rods, Sperry stage 5 head, 11mm cams, Webers,
GTA headers, completely balanced. Chassis setup;
Ward & Deane, Shankle, Konis, locked 5:12 diff.,
2L brakes. Rebuilt trans. Turn Key vintageracr,
$10K. Dan Ritter (213) 374-3153.

79 ALFETTA SEDAN Silver, recently reworked head,
high comp. pistons, Marelliplex, major Omega
Motorsports service in Dec., newrear discs and
pads all around, sunroof, perfect dash, recent
exhaust system. Car is straight but needs a good
dose of TLC. $1,750. John Green (818)994-2318.

ALFACIONADA

1967 DUETTO Restored, rust free California car.
Rebuilt 2 liter engine and trans., new red paint,
seats,dash, carpet, top &front end. Muchmore.
]‘;’:5){5)163 and runs great. $10,500. Phil (213) 439-

1974 SPIDER Six coats of original color Pimento
red paint, Ward & Dean suspension, rebuilt engine
with 7L cams, rebuilt trans., Ronal wheels - web
type, Nitto 205’s, top ingood condition, black
leatherinside. Fast and fun. $7,000. Mark (805)
987-0907. Leave message.

WANTED

% Heat sheild for 1979 Spider and rear springs and
shocks for a later model Spider. Call Bruc at (213)
826-9865.

* 1979 Sports Sedan Clean body, mechanical not
soimportant. Pete Valenzuela. (213) 923-5305 H.
(213)336-7498 0.

WHEEL EMBLEMS Red plastic with silver cross and
serpent. These are the ones that came with the
original 5-star wheels. Will pay reasonable
asking price for ones ingood condition (not
vellowed). Gene (714)65-6509 days, (714) 625-
2876 eves.

2600 SPIDER Owner’s Manual, Murray Cogan (818)
368-7775.

PARTS FOR SALE

%¥ For AlIfa Berlina All four doors with windows
and interior panels, cowling sheet metal, rear
window with metal and seal, front and rear bumper,
norust. Cheap, Ineed the room —-make offer.
Barbara Willburn (714) 828-3127.

WHEELS Five genuine Minilite wheels, 14 x 7, all
nicely refinished and painted, silver. $1,500.
Gene (714) 625-6509 days, (714) 625-2876 eves.

RECARQ SEATS Cloth, Model LN, brand new, will
installin any Alfa. $650 pair. Pete Valenzuela
(213)923-5305 H (213)336-7498 0.

ALFETTAWHEELS "“75 -"76 set of 5w/caps, §50.
77 —"79 set of 5 w/ one cap, $50. ’79 Sport Sedan
Campagnolo #116.5828.010.00, new $100.
Campagnolo 78 - ’79 concave style, good cond.
$50. Pirelli P-6 205/60 HR14 set of 5, 50% tread,
$225. Ray Beggs (714) 792-0144,

* Indicates new ad

John Green’s AROSC Videos
1985, ’86,°87, and ’88
Al1 FOUR YEARS ON ONE TAPE

VHS orBETA for only $22.50
(Includes Shipping)

Send chcks payable to:
John Green

14435 Valerio #6
Van Nuys,CA 91405
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CALENDAR

March 25 Time Trial - Carlsbad

March 30 General Meeting - Alondra Park

April 21,22 Long Beach Grand Prix

27 General Meeting - Alondra Park
May 12,13 Time Trial - Las Vegas
May 18 General Meeting - Alondra Park
June 29 General Meeting - Alondra Park
July 20 General Meeting - Alondra Park

28,29 Time Trial - Willow Springs
September 2 Time Trial - Carlsbad

November 17,18 Time Trial - Laguna Seca

SPERRY VALVE WORKS
~

Specializing in
ALFA ROMEO HEAD WORK

The complete Alfz head shop that offers:
e High performance valve jobs
* Porting and polishing
* Big valves
» Street cams
Contact us directly or Insist that your
mechanic sends your Alfa head out for
a Sperry Valve Job

Call or write for 2 Free Brochure

Sperry Valve Works
1645 West Sepulveda #10
Torrance, California 90501

(213) 325-7549

~ U.S. POSTAGE PAID

FIRST CLASS

 Permit No. 656

Claremont, Ca. 91711

ALFA ROMEO OWNERS OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA P.0. BOX 947  LAWNDALE, CALIFORNIA 90260-0947




