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ALFACIONADA is the monthly publication of ALFA ROMEQ OWNERS OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, a regional chapter of 1
ALFA ROMEOQ OWNERS CLUB, INC. Subscriptions to this newsletter are included as part of the 135.00 membership fes paid to
AROC, Inc. Meetings are held monthly on the fourth Friday of the month at 8 P.M.
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General Meeting
Board Meeting @
Irelands 7:30 PM
General Meeting
Pre Tech for Time
Trial #2

Board Meeting at
Zettles?

Time Trial #2 at
Willow Springs
Rally(tentative)
General Meeting
Brake Clinic/Diro
Concours/Lutheran
High School/Burbank

0il Clinic & drive

Milano/ at Wegge
Time Trial #3 at
Carlsbad

General Meeting

General Meeting
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Concours/Will
Rogers Park/Fuel
Injection Clinic
General Meeting
Pre tech for Time
Trial #4

Time Trial #4 at
Riverside Raceway
Laguna Seca Races/
Pebble Beach

NO GENERAL MEETING
General Meeting
Suspension Clinic
Ward & Deane(Tent.)‘
Rally
Concours/Briggs
Cunningham Museum
Swap Meet/General
Meeting
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ALFAS GO ©°

Last month's Alfa Romeo activities
began with the L.A. Auto Show at
the Civic Center. Making a big
showing was Alfa Romeo with six
cars; a GTV-6, a Graduate, two
Spiderx Veloces and two
Quadrifoglios., They also played a
15 minute videotape the Milano
with Eddie Cheever aboard. Next
was the January 24th meeting at
which EVERYONE enjoyed the
guestion and answer session with
John Dinkel of Road & Track
magazine. His terrific sense of
humor had all 125 of us laughing
frequently. Ken Kinton, Alfa
Romeo Service Rep told how Alfa
Romeo had redesigned the oil
galleys and the cam belt
tensioners to eliminate head
gasket problems. New for the V-6
engine is a single plate clutch.
The vyvear end awards were
presented, 12 raffle prizes were
won and we enjoyed the Italian
cookies brought by Randy and Lisa
Van Daalen Wetters. The month
concluded with 60 Time Trialers
and Novices and 40 Special Intro
drivers speeding around Riverside
Raceway on the 26th.

New this year will be 5 Clinics.
The first one, a Brakes Clinic on
April 26th will be held at Diro
Alfa Romeo in Harbor City. it
will include a demonstration on
changing brake pads on the 165
and 115 series cars as well as on
the later Alfetta and GTV-6 cars.
Members are invited also to test
drive the new Spider Quadrifoglio
and Milano. On May 24th 1in
Pasadena, Wegge Motor Cars will be
hosting ARCSC members at an 0il
Clinic where we'll see a
demonstration on changing the oil
and oil filter, After it we will

%%@

buy o0il filters at Wegge's Parts
Department and use the lifts. No
dealer stocks all brands and
grades of o0il so be sure to bring
your own. We have alsc been
invited to test drive the new
Milano , GTV-6 and Spiders. The
July 12th Spica Fuel Injection
Clinic will be held in conjunction
with the Concours at Will Rogers
Park. Competition Director
Charlie Thieriot will be the
instructor. The Suspension
Clinic, tentatively scheduled for
September 26th will be held at
Ward and Deane Racing in Gardena.
Famed AROSC racer Alan Ward will
be the host. We are coming close
to a date for a Dyno Clinic where
we can put our Alfas on a chassis
dyno and get a rear wheel
horsepower number.

The philosophy behind these
clinics is that the members andg
dealers have a common interest.
The dealers will sell some cars
and some parts and the members
will have a fun and informative
day. It's been written before but
needs repeating: the dealers and
members either hang together or
hang separately. The big push
with the Milano very well might
determine if Alfa Romeo stays in
the American market, So talk up
the Milano, GTV-6 and the Spiders.
Invite your friends and neighbors
to the Clinics.

The motoring press has been very
positive about the Milano and the
Alfa Owner has shown its many
performance, comfort, and
convenience features. All of this
has gotten to Jim and Teri Wood.
They are going on an April tour to
the factory, Museum, etc. led by
AROC Director Fred DiMatteo (617)
443-6031. A special feature of
this tour is the opportunity of
picking up a Milano at European
Delivery prices. Details are a
phone call away.

continued next page

ALFA ROMEQ OWNERS OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA




%%ﬂw

Autoweek in its Jan. 20th issue
has finally lumped Alfa Romeo and
Porche owners together. 1In 1it,
and in past issues they have
spoken of the gold chained set who
own Porches, Maseratis and
Ferraris. Here they write "The
wrong people are going to buy the
Spider Veloce." What's with
Autoweek and their holier than
thou attitude that makes THEM say
who should or shouldn't be able to
buy an A1fa or these other cars?
It isn't the only publication
which has implied that wealthy
people and those who know nothing
about a marque's history shoudn't
be able to buy them. 1In 1974 when
I bought my first Alfa I was just
taken in with the 1looks and
performance of the GTV. I wasn't
an Alfa fanatic like I am today.
I'm sure there are no Alfa owners
who bought their cars soley
because Alfa Romeo had a famous
racing heritage. Even if someone
were to buy an Alfa for status
reasons doesn't mean that in time
they wouldn't develop a pride in
the margue and become an Alfista
as we have.

15% AROC
DISCOUNT

TO MEMBERS LISTED IN DIRECTORY OR
BY SENDING COPY OF MEMBERSHIP CARD.

« Owner installed replacement, rebuilding,
and tune-up parts at low European prices.
+ Horsepower and handling components that

increase day-to-day street performance.

+ High style auto and persconal accessories.
+ National championship winning race, rally,
autocross, and slalom competition parts.

+ Books, workshop manuals, special tools.
+ Send $5.00 for 72 page illustrated catalog
exclusively Alfa Romeo featuring Giulia,
Duetto, G);'V. Spider, Alfetta, and GTV-6.

(818)  ZTSINCE™
Snam(le Engineering 709-6155 \:}957‘}

9135-F Alabama Ave. Chatsworth, California 91311 USA

At Alondra Park on the 28th we'll
be seeing .the videotape of the
Milano and hear John Ireland's
plans for the rallye program.
March brings the start of the busy
season for AROSC. We'll see an
a1 fa seat being reupholstered on
the 21st. Then on the 29th and
3gth at Willow Springs Raceway
Charlie Thieriot has arranged for
two days of time trialing, Easter
Sunday church services and an
Easter Egg Rolling event. Bring
the whole family.

211 thése tool Lkits, fire
extinguishers, o0il and filter
changes, and Alfa pillows will be
back as some of this year's raffle
prizes. In closing, I'm happy to
announce the arrival of Beverly

‘'Hills Alfa at 3074 Robertson Blvd.

Ciao.

elections!

Elections for Directors of AROC,
the national club, are coming up!
We on the Board are appealing to
you the members to support the
candidate from our chapter! That
means filling out and returning
your ballot when you receive it
instead of filing it in the
circular file. We have a very
enthusiastic and knowledgeble
candidate in AL CORTES and we will
support him in his representation
of ust DO ITILIL Ed.
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AUTOSPECIALTY TIME TRIAL

Janurary 26, 1986.

Everyone said it was too early
in the year. Not only that, but sacrilege
of sacrileges, you can't have a Time
Trial on Superbowl Sunday! Certainly
no one will come...

Well, it seems that about 270 people
are spirited enough to prefer a day
of speed at Riverside Raceway to staying
home and throwing empty beer cans at
the TV. Of the 63 cars entered in the
Time Trial itself, it is interesting
to note that 27 people are novices.
Additionally there were another 38
people entered in the Introductory Group.
Despite the large turnout, the crowds
were handled very efficiently. The only
delay was at the gate, where Riverside
Raceway assigned only one person to
collect everyone's signatures and five
dollars, Alan Zimmerman's Registration
line took five minutes or less, Bill
Pringle's Late Technical Inspection
line never exceeded two cars, and Mike
Sperry had the first group of Intro-
ductory drivers on the track before
7:45 - slightly ahead of the almighty
schedule. Good work! The only incident
of the morning happened when student
Tlona Shillman and instructor Rex Chal-
mers disagreed as to whether Turn 6
was a right or left turn. As a result,
Ilona's car has been renamed "Salvador
Dali Special", and Rex is rumored to
be driving in the next Time Trial with
Jackie Chalmer's "super" vision. Although
we fell a bit behind in our schedule,
Skip Farnsworth managed to rotate the
corner workers quite quickly. We still
need more cooperation from drivers in
this area however,

Chiefly because of post-lunch tardi-
ness, afternoon practice and timed runs
commenced one-half-hour late, The
mid-afternoon worker switch cost even
more precious time and timed runs finish-
ed in the dark. However, this didn't
stop the veteran Dave Vegher from winning
Top-Time-of~the-Day  (Night?). In an
heroic effort, Mike Sperry was only
.3 seconds behind Dave, shattering the
Class B lap record by one full second.
Competition in Class D was quite heavy,
with software ace Dale Farmer turning
a very fast time on his third run, before
succumbing to physies and spinning on
his last lap. John Green, in his GTV/6
equipped with new cams, exhaust, and
telephone, managed to drive his first
lap quickly, before falling victim to
his own enthusiasm. Nevertheless, he
edged out third-place winner Andy Steban
and veteran Alan Ward by fractions of
a second. This is certainly a class
to be watched closely, especially at
Willow Springs next time, where experi-
ence can often overcome youthful enthu-
siasm, Rally and Program chairman John
Ireland was quite fast in his new '86
GTV/6, after a long and not-restful
layoff from Time Trials. Watch alsc
first-time novice Fred Nemecek, who
threatens closely in his 19-year-old
Alfa,

Class E is another very competetive
class, and at the last Time Trial Bill
Pringle won easily with a time of
1:56.94, This time, that would have
yielded a fifth place! Bill's time im-
proved by an impressive 3.32 seconds,
but Rex Chalmers got 2.59 seconds faster,
enough to win over Bill and break the
lap record set in November of 1982 by
.41 seconds. Another dramatically improv-
ed driver, Skip Farnsworth, tock third
place. Michael Leum also cut over two
seconds off his previous lap time. This
is another class that will be fun to
watch throughout the year.

Club Vice-President Harold Rich
won Class F by a bunch, going over three
seconds faster than last time. Registra-
tion Director Alan Zimmerman grabbed
second, in a 29-year—old Alfa. Dan Ritter
was the only driver in Class G, but
he went fast enough to break the lap
record established by myself in February-
of 1977 by over one second!
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In the Renault class, seven R5
Turbos entered, three for the second

time and four for the first time. Last
time Tom Cahalane edged out Mark DiBella

by .2 seconds, and this time he did
it again. The difference is that both
cars went about seven seconds faster

due to experience and a power increase
from 185 horsepower to 250 hp. Lee Benson
went much faster than last time to beat
out the other Renaults, These cars are
quite fun to watch and most of them
are well-matched.

There were twenty-one other entries
in such bewildering diversity as to
defy any logical attempt at classifica-
tion, David Kruse and Dave Bouzaglou
entered very pretty Porsche RSR's, with
Bouzaglou's sporting Miami Vice-like
graphics. Sean Randall's car was a beau-
tiful Sports Racer turned "street car".
Together with John Storey's Pantera,
these cars were much faster than their
lap times show, because they had to
run in near—darkness with no headlights!
(We have wunusual ways of equalizing
competition.) These cars entered on
a "demonstration" basis and were not
eligible for trophies because they were
so fast and unmatched to anything.

The remaining seventeen cars were
divided into two classes by approximate
speed. While Bob Reynolds decisively
won Class M, Larry Vollum's "shoebox"
Peugeot and Marshall Buck's '84 Corvette
proved to be a good match. In fact,
if Marshall had gotten four runs, he
might have won second place. Stay tuned
for next time. Tom(?) Krivanek and Len

Frank entered a Camero of mysterious
origin, and Krivanek edged out Larry
Armi's psychedelic Renault by .02
seconds, Again, if Larry and Len had
two more laps, the result could have
differed.

George Kranen had a close battle
with Les Cooper in a nice MGB, but not
before George tried to get his T-Bird
to take off in the esses. An unusual
subgroup of cars had a close set of
times also in Class N. Imagine a class
with a Ford Fiesta, a Triumph TR-6,
and a Stranguellini Formula Jr.! Almos
Sarvari, Ed Smith, and Franci Seiniger
were within .18 seconds of each other
in these three cars. (Now you try to
figure out logical classes for this

group). It was also nice to see VARA
honcho Fred Lake and his pretty Jaguar
XK-120 running strong.

The day was capped by a demonstra-
tion of our new computer—enhanced time
calculations. Director of Timing Dan
Hake had been assured that we could
have a complete printout ten minutes
after the 1last run. Oh well, when was
the last time you ever heard of software
working the first time out? Two hours
later a flustered Dan arrived with the
slightly flawed results. Please note
corrections in Classes D, E, and N.
I might note that these mistakes were
all due to improper or missing paperwork
on the part of entrants. Please fill
the forms out fully and properly.

It was my <feeling that the day
was very sucessful in many ways. We
have a number of rough edges, but even
after announcing the results at 7:00
P.M., everyone was still enthusiastic.
Fantastic spirit. Let's do it again!

See you at Willow Springs!

Get behind
the wheel

ENJOY A WEEKEND IN THE DESERT

Time Trial #2 will be held on
Easter weekend, March 29th and
30th at Willow Springs Raceway.
It will be a fun weekend for
entrants and spectators alike.
(See last month's article) I1f you
wish to come as an entrant or
spectator you need an application.
Applications will automatically go
to anyone who has run with us
before,. All others interested
should contact Charlie Thieriot @
(213) 476-8812. Applications will
be mailed out before the end of
February. Entries will be
accepted on a first come first
served basis.

ENTRY DEADLINE -~ MARCH 15TH

)
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AUTCSPECIALTY

¢ TIME TRIAL BOARD
L An Asterik (") denotes a new class record COMGRATULATIONSI
€A OF DIRECTORS
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§ - John Steray 846 4000 Pantera IMSA GTO 1*39.180 139,18 1062 34" /R NFA " X
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§ © Andy Steben 73 2000 €1V 953,935 1956.94% 1986064  1956.08%  10S3.930
31 0 Alsn usrd 73 2000 &IV 195438 1985.58% 150,337 956,50 1054.57% Workers
1 D John Irelend GTve 1955720 (US7.06n 1ISS.72¢ 1SELATm 1096.43¢
196 D Fred Nemscek ST 1600 Guilia Spider 1955.98%  1956.44  1955.98% 195723 1iss.09e Skip Farnsworth
48 0 David Defosier 69 1750 GFV 156,655 1°53.93¢ (557,550 1iS4.e5e 1eS2.a9e
9% D David Hobbe 67 1600 Guilis Spider 1SEIST 159570 1058.15¢ wa e Registration
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Alan Zimmerman
74 E Rea Chalmees &5 2000 cuilia T 1952829 @ 1952.82%  1iS3.61%  §0S5.48%  §e53.130
& © Bitl Pringle 74 2000 Berlins 1955,62«  1e55.72%  yes4.08n  yesl.e2e Ak Timing
57 € Skip Farmeworth 7% 2000 GTV 195,50 1956.63% 955,860 995850 4eSS.77e
13 E Michesl Lown Alferra 67 156767 188,020 W56 1IST.369  1957.95¢ Dan Hake
132 € Lerry Horvay 7% 2000 6TV 2101.23% 20130 2106967 2°67.AM WA
12 E esel Buffa 74 ALFA 2000 GFV 292.75% M55 2012750 29T #/A
2 E Pat Gillis 76 ALFA 2000 gtv 294,370 2V14.37% 216,980 2022.630 WA In trcductory
Program
91 £ Marold Rich 76 Alfetta GY 1952770 1IS3.A1% 19S3.00"  1ISILOMN 105277
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47 R Erie Stein Renault §S T? 153,89  1055.70% 1155954 1055320 115389
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41 # George Kranen 85 T-Bird Turbo 1154, 35 1156.35% 1+35.00" §+55.55+ 2'24.03"
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11 N Alsws Sarvari Ford Fiesta 2103.24" 2'03.53 2104 54 2104 .27 2'03.246"
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RIVERSIDE SHORT COURSE

TIME TRIAL RESULTS : JANUARY 26TH, 1986

1986
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NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL GOOD DRIVERS TO COME TO THE AID
OF THEIR ALFAS

Rock and roll...hoochy coo...you say that time trialing
isn’'t your speed...but neither is the double nickel? You
say the romance of the "good ole days" is getting harder
_to find? You say what this country needs is a good $10.00
date? Well you may just find the answer among the ranks of
the A.R.0.S.C RALLYE TEAM. And all it takes to get started
is for you and your Alfa to show up at the February General
Meeting.

This will be a hot program, with videos of the new Milano
sedan being driven with alfissimo at Alfa’s test track, plus
a video of one of the best Rallyes anyone could hope for...
a rallye you can enter...a rallye in the tradition of the
famous Monte Carlo Rallye.

Rallyes are the kind of event that offers something for all
most everyone...lovers, husbands and wives, buddies. ..and
even strangers. At the Feb. meeting, you’ll learn all you
need to know to get started in this exciting form of street
recreation. It doesn’t take a computer and it doesn’t take
400 horse power and it doesn’t take nerves of steel...all it
takes is the desire to have fun. But there’s more...you can
earn points toward year end trophies, you can become a mem-
ber of the official A.R.0.85.C. RALLYE TEAM, and you can earn
the right to help represent A.R.0.5.C. in the 1986 Pan Am
and Starlite Rallyes.

The part about Rallyes that Alana and I like is that even
when we came in dead last, we had fun together, even when
we came in dead last, we had a great ride over fantastic
roads, even when we came in dead last, there were still a
lot of people behind us.

I hope all of this has your oil warm and your gas tank full.
This is the beginning of a program that will see Alfas tak-

ing all comers in Rallyes from Santa Monica to Orange County
plus some side trips to Santa Barbara, San Diego, Las Vegas,
and all points in between.

To quote the invisible Rick Clamente..."be there or....
be square!”

ALFACIONADA




Southern California’s#1 volume Porsche dealer...

..has just become it’s newest Alfa Romeo dealer!

msales mservice mparts

Circle Alfa

4400 Los Coyotes Long Beach (213)597-7746
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Mille Miglia Motors
2165 E. Colorado Blvd., Unit 6 & 7

Pasadena, CA
(818) 796-8120

To Our Valued Customers: '

As of March 3rd 1986, our entire service organization will merge with Wegge Motor Cars, the local Alfa
Romeo dealer here in Pasadena. My 6 years of highly personal service as an independent service shop will
combine with Wegge’s expertise in running automotive dealerships in Pasadena — spanning over 60
years!

My position will be that of Service Manager and it will be my duty to handle all aspects of the service
department including personnel management and training, quality control. customer relations, and
upgrading the service facilities. In addition, | will handle all warranty service under Alfa Romeo’s 3 year/
36,000 mile warranty for new cars, as well as oversee the operation of the parts department.

[ would like to stress the fact that | am deeply committed to giving you the same personal attention as |
have in the past. To help in this endeavor we have retained the services of David Gay, who has been with
us for 4 years and whose technical skills will contribute greatly to the overall efficiency of the
organization.

Sincersly. Wegge Motor Cars
1 2124 E. Colorado Bivd.

80, ; Pasadena, CA 91107
w“‘e‘ﬂ'&(}- (818) 796-4596

I T S G | TERIE T URY IRV I TS WU P DN SO S 8 WY Pl (L O i U N U O |
T

spersonalized service

sinjection pump repair

**SALE***SALEL ***SALEL** (213) 642-0063"‘

Alfa independent shop going out of

]

111

collecting neat, priceless goodies
must all go! New parts as well as
used. No offers either reasonable
or unreasonable will be refused!
One day only - Sun. Feb.23 from

19 AM until 4 PM, 2165 E.
Colorado Blvd. # 6 & &. Pasadena.

business. Five years of «Rex Chalmers»3

(818)796-8120

2165 E.Colorado Blvd. Units 6&7, Pasadena 91107

Mille Miglia Motors . <3

ALFACIONADA
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"AS THE WRENCH TURNS"
by Bill Pringle

QUESTION: What the hell is that

funny-looking grey plastic panel
doing on the hood of my GTIV-67

J. Green

Los Angeles

ANSWER: In case you haven't
heard, Mr. Green, Alfa Romeo equip
the GTV-6 with a GM Roots-type
blower (a-la "Big Daddy" Garlits)
and it's designed to fit through

that plate on the hood!

Actually, it is described in the
1985 Dealer Parts Price List as a
"hood ornament" or "hood panel",
depending on the part#.
Unofficially, I have heard it
described as a "pop-off wvalve",
designed to give way in the event
that the plenum chamber should be
popped off the top of the engine
due to an intake backfire. Hmmm,
sounds logical. (Remember though,
these are Italians we're dealing
with!)

A phone call to a local dealer
produced some "huh's" and"I
dunno's". Now a call to ace parts
manager Mike at Alfa of Santa
Monica who never fails to give me
the straight cold facts. He
acknowledged the "pop-off valve"
rumor but agreed that officially
it was identified as a "hood
ornament® or "hood panel™.

e Rorreco

In quest of the ultimate "truth",
I put i a call to Alfa Romeo in

Carson, California. I figured
someone must know the answer
there. Boy was I wrong - I got

more "I dunno's" than the dealer.
Maybe I interrupted their lunch.
They were nice enough to give me
the phone number of Customer
Service in New Jersey. Wow! The
next step up must be the Pope
himgself!

Well, 1f John Paul greeted the
people like this guy did me, the
Catholic Church would have to move
out of that swank place in Rome
and into some chicken-wire and
gunnite condo! I mean this guy
was borderline rude, especially
when I told him that I was an
independent Alfa service shop.

After informing the guy that I
have lived and breathed Alfa Romeo
since I learned to drive (15 years
ago) and have amassed more
knowledge of the same than the
entire Service Network combined, I
got a half-hearted apology and a
thank-you of sorts - "Alfa Romeo
appreciates the support that
independent shops have given to
uphold the margue here in the
states." Kinda like saying thanks
for keeping our ass out of hot
water, but we don't acknowledge
your presence!

Den't get me wrong. I understand
their desire to support the dealer
network (and there are some
excellent ones), but a lot of
those dealers out there suck the
big one and the good independents
are the ones who are there to hold
up: the bridge! Sorry about
running off on this emotional
tangent, but when I put six years
of blood, sweat and tears into an
endeavor that I believe in , 1
would appreciate some support from
the parent company!

continued next page
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'So there you have

Anyhow, the executive chair
warmer in New Jersey assured me
that this funky hcod plate was
nothing more than an ornamental
styling exercise with no other
function.

it! As the
proud owner of an Alfa Romeo GTV-,
you can rest assured that the
stylists were'nt compromised one
iota in the creation of your
automobile, Yes, that goddamn
grey or black plastic plate is
smack-dab in the middle of your

hood for aesthitic appeal and
nothing else! Well, that may be
true but the plenum does knock the
plate off occasionally, thereby
saving a big dent 1in yeur
expensive hood. Hmmm, could it be
that function follows form??2....
(See this month's "W-6 Corner" for
further discussion.)

khkhkdkhdrddhhhhhhi s

ALFAfENLY

«ONLY - ALFA»

“Service and repair

for Alfa's only!”

(213)662-3916

3422 Glendale Blvd. L.A.

EXPERT GENERAL
SERVICE AND
MAINTENANCE

& SERVICE AVAILABLE EVENINGS

. AND WEEKENDS.
A complete line of chassis and drive
: — components for racing and high
performance street use are also
III: available.

Fic,

- B
WARD:DEANE
RACING 1111

Shop Location:, 1317 W E1 Segundo Blvd
Gardena, Ca

Telephone: (213) 754-6008
- Wiailing Address: 115 N. Oak St. No.15 Inglewood, CA0301

ALFACIONADA

12




1

WA

corner

by Bill Pringle

Subject: A backfire through the
intake tract which can blow the
plenum chamber or the air intake
rubber duct (no, not duck) off,
causing the car to run poorly, if
at all. Severe backfires can
damage the air flow sensor as
well,

Cause: A lean-start condition

Remedy: This can be as simple as
the idle CO being set too lean.
Have this verified by a competent
mechanic who has an infra-red
HC/CO meter, because it will be
next to impossible to adjust it
"by ear". Idle CO should be about
1.8 - 1.5%.

Assuming that the ignition system
(plugs, cap, rotor, wires and
ignition timing - as well as
vacuum advance) 1is OK, and
cylinder compression isn't low-
then the next possible cause could
be an air leak somewhere between
the air flow sensor and the
individual intake ports. A call
to the Robert Bosch technical
advisor verified this as the most
common fault leading to an intake
backfire.

Visually inspect all air hoses and
connections for soundness. You
can check for air 1leaks by
applying a soapy solution to all
hoses and connections and then
blowing compressed air into the
intake duct, with the throttle

plate open. Any foaming or
bubbling will indicate an air
leak. It should be noted that the
fabric covered hoses on the idle
by-pass and auxillary air valve
can leak air even though they look
OK. Also, look carefully at the
six short rubber pipes that
connect the plenum to the engine
itself. They can have a hairline
crack that is difficult to see.
Keep in mind that the system is
based on the measurement of air
flow into the engine - any vacuum
leak is going to give a false
signal to the control unit -
resulting in a weaker than normal
mixture!

Finally, if you start the car cold
(which is when the lean-start
backfire usually occurs), it helps
if you keep your foot off the gas
pedal as you crank the starter.
This does two things. First, it
keeps the throttle plate closed,
thereby giving the engine a richer
mixture. Secondly, the closed
throttle plate will contain the
pressure of the backfire within
the plenum. While this may result
in the plenum popping off, it will
probably save a damaged air flow
meter (About $68 vs. $300).

Remember that this backfire is
usually a cold-start condition.
When experiencing the common hot-
start wsapoer. Toek It will Be
alright to open the throttle all
the way while you crank to
faciltate starting.

**%% LATE TECH TIP!! (Courtesy of
Charlie Thieriot) Leave the
rubber intake duct loosely clamped
at all times. That way in the
event of a backfire, the air duct
is harmlessly popped lcose - kinda
like a safety valve.

PuSs Don't let this backfire
thing bother you - Porsches do
this all the time - with expensive
results!
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1974 ALFA SPIDER

Excellent condition. 2 tops. New
metallic green paint. Black
interiot, Trans. and engine
rebuilt by Hector. 90,000 miles.
Call Mike at (213) 274-7167

from 9 A;M: te 5 P.M.

DAMAGED '69 GTV

Roller, Must sell, trades or
crush it. (714) 892-¢658., Paul.

GIULIETTA SPIDER PARTS
750 & 181 series.
body & trim parts, bumpers,
windshields, complete engines,
transmissions & much more.

(818) 78@8-9722. Tom.

Mechanical,

1959 GIULIETTA SPRINT

Chassis #149320391. Very early 161
series California car with only
minor rust in trunk floor. Serial
#'s match. All major mechanicals
rebuilt. Best reasonable offer,
(805) 484-3026.

1964 164@ SPRINT
Needs a loving soul to transform
it into what it should be.

John Bird. (818) 881-5825.
1963 166G@ SPRINT
Front end damage. John Bird,

(818) 881-5825.

1971 ALFA GTV

Red. 5,000 mi. on rebuilt engine
and trans. 8% of interior
upholstered to original condition.
Fairly new tires on great looking
sporty mags. Great sounding
stereo cassette with power booster
Custom made bra to give the car a
very sexy look. Mike Cammareri.
Home 832-2167, Work 513-7688.

*ESALEI***GALEI**XGSALE] *¥

Alfa independent shop going out of
business. Five years of
collecting neat, priceless goodies
must all go! New parts as well as
used. No offers either reasonable
or unreasonable will be refused!
One day only = Sun. Feb.23 from

19 AM until 4 PM, 218658 .
Colorado Blvd. # 6 & &. Pasadena.

ALFA PARTS

71-74 8Spider bumper bar - $40, 66-
68 Duetto heater box - $35, 71 and
on top frame & right spider door
560 ea., 16060 rods w/pistons $14@,
1300 cams w/head parts $35 and
more. (213) 665-6863.

1979 SPIDER

New dash and console, cream with

leather interior. Good cond. 58K
original miles. $5,500¢ ORO.

(213) 665-6863.

WANTED

Starter for '72-'74 2000 Alfa.

Vic West. (714) 688-3933.

Alfa Milano, Inc.

We offer you the expertise of
Mr. Aquiles Gemba
and of
Mr. Tranquillo Bulgarini,
formerly with Autodelta and -
Alfa Romeo factory.

NEW ADDRESS!

1660 S. La Cienega Blvd.
Los Angeles, Ca. 90035
(213) 652-2404

ALFACIONADA
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1976 ALFETTA SEDAN

Roof smashed. Parting out,
for your needs. Karl Blasius.
(213) 595-6535.

call

1976 ALFETTA COUPE

Cood body - runs, but needs work.
Good parts car. $1,000. Bill,
(818)339-3887 (H) , (714)592-5575 (W) .

1979 SPORTS SEDAN

A/C, 4 speaker stereo, leather
interior, moon roof, Ronal 14 x 6
alloy wheels, Bilstein shocks.
Has been well cared for; won many
concours ribbons. 78,000 miles.
$4,200. Jim & Teri Wood.

(818) 991-3754.

1967 ALFA ROMEQ DUETTO SPIDER

Red w/black interior. Completely
restored...over &13,00¢ in
receipts over last three years.
New engine, trans., paint, top,
interior. Webers, P6's, S5pax.
$6,000 OBO. Andy. (213) 739-6131
days, 459-9645 eves.

North America’s Largest
Independent Inventory

ALFA ROMEO
PARTS

6644 San Fernando Road
Glendale, California 91201

Catalog on request.

1974 GTV

New raspberry paint. Great
condition. 30K Miles, factory air.
$7,006 OBO. Dina RosS. 4@2 E. 5th
Street, Long Beach, Ca. 9@gl4a.

FOR SALE

Hard top for Alfa Spider, Black
Vinyl. $256. Jim Wood.

(818) 991-3754.

FOR SALE

160¢ head, block, crank, gearbox.
Vic West. (714) 688-3933.

iy

=

Specializing Ini:

ALFA ROMEQ HEAD WORK

The complete Alfa head shop that offers:
e High perfarmance valve job
= Porting and polishing
* Big valves
s Street cams

Contact us directly or insist your
mechanic sends your Alfa head out for
a Sperry Valve Job.

Call or Write for a Free Brochure

Sperry Valve Works
1645 West Sepulveda #10
Torrance, California 90501

(213) 325:7549
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=10 90 off parts to AROSC

Wegge Motor Cars:d

818-:796-4596 | | 213:681-8054
2124 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena
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