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the SONG of the ALFA

by John Ireland

I left the office at seven that
evening, happy for the extra hour
of sun. Marcello and I took the
long way home, the "magic" road in-
side the head of every Alfa owner.
This evening, Marcello and I were
preparing for a great challenge, a
vacation away from all familiar
Alfa Mechanics. On the eve, more
or less, of Jimmy C. declaring war
on energy consumption.

That night Alana, Doggy, and 1
packed Marcelle with everything the
average Alfa owner with a small dog
would need, All my repair manuals,
a relatively complete set of tools,
the phone numbers of every Alfa
Dealer in the world, the National
newsletter with every AROC member
in the country listed in it, &
throttle cable, extra throttle rcd
connectors, a fan belt, & gallon of
F coolant, a couple of gallons of dis
tilled water, a pint of brake fiuid
four quarts of oil, a roll of gas-
ket material, three hundred dollars
in American Express Travelers
Checks, six cans of Peppy Puppy Dog
Food, the only existing copy of my
unfinished novel, and a hand let-
tered Korean prayer that I wouldn't
break dewn in King City.

My pre-vacation maintainance report
from Hector, Marcello's doctor,
showed that everything was A-OK,

except that the front drive shaft
donut was developing cracks. But,
II figured, it was developing cracks
prior to the June Time Trial, so...
not to worry. So I didn't worry, I
just made sure that a complete set
of donuts was sitting in Los Ange-
dles with my name on it., Then I
called the zuto club.

I have 1o admit, they give you what
you pay for. we got a complete run-
down on gas, county by county, high-
way by highway, day by day, for the
time we'd be on the road. Plus maps
showing the major fuel and food lo-
caticns with accurate mileage

counts between them. Feeling secure
that we had done all that was pos-
sible, Alana, Doggy, Marcello, and

I went to sleep. And, boy oh boy,
did I have a nightmare. (Imagine
spooky music.)

o] The year is 1982, the Alfa Romeo
Owners of Southern California has
been reduced to a few dozen decal
collectors, meeting once a month
via video phones. Marcello has been
turned into a coffee table/cassette
stereo. Helium is now the fuel of

Cont on P. 2
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The ROAR of the EEAR will not be
heard this month.




e T

"Song", Cont from P. 1

now pumps helium...the customers
standing in line to take a couple

ter of a mile to the next station.
(People with smokers® cough don't
get a Floaters License and have to
use roller skates.)

Slipping into my ragged old red
Alfa windbreaker, 1 skate toward

the once-proud back of Dave Vegher,
now stooped over a Recarro seat
mounted to a hydrolic 1ift. Dave
takes nips from a glass of Kendail
4LOW mixed with Perrier, as he fits
nigh performance helium valves in-
to peoples’ mouths.

dreams) I'm sitting at home watch-

sion., The reporter is covering the
jnauguration of Wheelie World, the
newest and largest Roller Fark in
the world, {formerly Riverside
Raceway). The video tape shows a
striped shirt and carrying several
colored flags, running onto the
roller course and throwing himself

T turn away as the crazy man is

rubber wheels. E1 Presidente is
dead.

Suddenly (again) I am floating in

1 cry out. Thunder rumbles, the
hair on my arms stands on end, and

one would listen to you, John, no
one was willing to serve on the

AROSC Board of Directors”. I wake
up from my dream and go outside to

Umphf. But that's changing. Little
by little, umphf is becoming ille-

then ump...then um...then U...and
then....only Omnis and Pintos. And

right???
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+he modern world, every gas station

Wrong!! We can do a lot. By keeping
AROSC visible and active, we create

participation. And if everyone does
a little, then no one gets stuck

of lungsfull, then floating a quar- |going a lot. The little that needs

the most right now is the AROSC
Board of Directorg. Without it,
there is no club because AROSC is
a corporation and to legally be
such it has to have a Board.

The biggest job on the Board is

Torrance. I hide my eyes when I see |editing the newsletter...lhese very

pages that you are reading. You
don't have to be a writer, but you
do need a creative flair. The arti-
cles are becoming very regular...
Barry Klein on slaloms, Dave Vegher
with the Tech Column, the Presi-
dent's column, and I°'11l continue
singing The Song of the Alfa. Plus

Suddenly (as is usually the case in fwe have developed & nice library

of pictures, drawn by Scott Car-

ing the six o‘'clock news on televi-|ter, Bob Doss, and others. The edi-

tor's job is to type and paste up
the Dummy Copy, and get it to the
printer. Then the editor gets it
back from the printer, collates 1%,
puts on the address labels, and

large man wearing a black and white |takes it all to the post office. I

have an idea for a very special
edition that I'll help next year's
editor put together. It's not a

in front of two hundred skateboards.job for everyone, and it can be a

very creative and rewarding job for

pinched to death by several nundred | the right one or two of you. If it

sounds interesting, contact Sue
Bernstein for more details.

my position as Social Director is
up for grabs. It's not a hard job.

a deep voice says, "It's because NO|7T bring the coffeepots and cups and

donute and what-have-you. (In all
honesty, Alana has spent more time
in the kitchen than I have recently
Also, the Social Director arranges

look at Marcello. What a car! Umphf|for three parties. The LEGP Party,
 that's what Alfas are all about. |+the Summer Party/Picnic, and the

Christmas Party. It is also a fun
job for a couple...though one per-

gal. Soon there will only be umph..dson can easily do the work,

There are seven other jobs on the

there's nothing we can do about it, | AROSC Board, some of them you'll
_I""ii\
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a2 "car constituency!. But that takes

2 3 . £ For 1580 I plan to expand my commi t-
the clouds. "How did this happen?”, Iment on the Board. That means that




Slaloms & Such

by Barry Klein

The Rally for Hemophilia has te be
termed a success. The Rose Bowl
event attracted many spectators to
wateh the slalom, view the restored
cars on display and listen to the
live rock music.

There were four ARCSC members that
ran the slalom in their Alfas. The
course was not a respectable slalom
due to the smallness of the parking
lot, although some drivers did ma-
nage to spin off the course. Natu-
rally, none of the expert Alfa dri-
vers handled their machines in such
an uncontrolled state.

The following are the members and
their best time:

Clags I
Kermit Theis Spider 50.15
Al Germani Duetto 51.29
Clags @
A. Steben 2000 GTV 52.34
Class T
P. Snider Sprint 53.76

The next slaloms are:

August 1 1

in open event at Lion Country Safa-
ri;
EKU/FLV,

Run order: AGQ/BHP/CIR/MNS/DJT/

AUGUST
MEETING

"INSTANT REPLAY"

At the general meeting this month,
Jack Becronis will be presenting

a SUPER slide show, which will fea-
ture the AROC National Convention
in San Diego, this year's Historic
- Autc Races at Laguna Seca, and the
Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance.

Don't migs it!i!

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

18

Aug Historic Auto Races, Lagu-
na Seca

Pebble Beach Concours
Slalom (open event) Lion
Country Safari

General Meeting, Alondra

Park

19
19

24

: 28 Board Meeting, French's
Entry fees: Singles-Couples | gept 8 ALFACIONADA articles due.
Without SCCSCC card:$9.50 13.00 Country Safari :
AR 1 28 g:?ﬁral Meeting, Alondra
Championship slalom at Lion Country 29 AROSC Time Trial, RIR
Safari. Run Order: JKL/DEF/AGR/IQ/| oot 13-1h VARA Historic Auto Races
gié?gséENé?Uv‘ Singles and Concours, RIR
- 2 $——E——- 28 AROSC “Son of Hollywood
with SCCSCC card: 7.00 Hills Mille Miglia™ Rally
E'Jl‘thout SGCSCC card: $8-00 Nov 10 AROSC Time Trial, RIR
i B + s A dr
i I can pe contacted for furthur in- 30 giﬁiti?ﬁﬁﬁieTﬁgg Dﬁ;g?) B
ga;ga;;on at (213} 7906369 after Dec & AROSC Christmas Party'
: any evening. et Sy
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have to fight for because about half
of the present Board is planning to
run for office again. And that's
good, because the Board is supposed
to be elected. That means that if
there's something about AROSC that
you don't like, or would like to
change, or add, then you can do
something about it by helping run
the club, helping to shape its fu-
ture, your future.

A project that I am working on now,
and need your help on now, is a 12
hour Endurec Rallye, to begin 12
hours before the start of the Long
Beach Grand Prix weekend, and to
finish at the Start/Finish line of
the LBGP course. But before I can
make it more of a reality, I need
to get a commitment from at least
forty members who would be willing
to drive such an event. Wesco Track
and Tire is interested in the pro-
ject, and so is Pirelli. But I need
an idea of how many of you are in-
terested before I can approach ARI,
and the Long Beach Grand Prix or-
ganization, :

My concept is to make the event a
Charity affair, with money from
sponsors going to the Gunner Neil-
son Cancer Fund, I believe that I
can raige about three thousand dol-
lars in money for the fund, and
also some nice prizes (how about a
set of four CN36 or P6 tires?) for
the winning team. But not with the
kind of turnouts we've hacd at recent
ARCSC Rallies. I am not lookineg for
Check Point Workers, I think I'11
be able to arrange for these also.
What I need is a commitment from
you to make the event a real possi-
bility. Are you interested? Then
call me righ% now, My home number
is (213) 874-1445, or leave word
with my service, (213) 464-0101,
and I'll get back to you,

Getting back to my vacation, Alana,
Doggy, Marcello, and I had a great
time. We always seemed to be a cou-
ple of hours ahead of the hot wea-
ther. And, like all well cared-for

Alfas, Marcello didn't miss a beat,
getting 27 to 29 mpg when I wasn't
watching my speedo, and 33 mpg when
I was being a good boy and staying
under 60 mph. And I never had to
worry about finding premium because
I discovered that in times of need,
we can mix 30% leaded regular with
70% unleaded, and create a 95 oc-
tane gasoline in the process. (It's
good to play a bit with the mixture
percentages to get the best for
your car.) The source of this infor-
mation is the Shell 0il Company, in
a letter to a Corvette owner in
their magazine, Vette Views. I don't
know how this affects exhaust valve
Temperatures or if the mixing of
unleaded with leaded regular has
the same lubricating effeet of nor-
mal premium, but it will stop en-
gine knocking, 0il-wise, Marcello
was very good. A quart every 700
highway-highspeed miles,

Well, it's time to change the injec-
tion pump belt on my typewriter.
Remember, if you find yourself get-
ting bored at an AROSC meeting,
tjoin the Board and do something a-
bout it. Next month, Marcello goes

%0 his first convention, gets drunk,
and picks up a Sprint Veloce with
hips like a set of P7s.

IF YOU MOVE,

the Poet Office will not forward
your newsletters to you. 3o, please
send us your new address at least

4 weeks in advance, so you won't

—-\_
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migs a single issue. I




lights
camera

ACTION!

AN INVITATION
TO ALL "SUPER-8" SHOOTERS

The eclub is making a film documen-
tary about the AROSC Time Trial Pro-
gram; and the producers would be
most grateful for any and all film
footage of these events that you
movie camera buffs contribute to
this effort.

So come on out to the Time Trials
at Riverside this year and do your
thing! Who knows? This could be your,

P.0O,

chance to make it bigi!

by Jack Becronis

1. Four Alfas were parked in four
facing spaces,

2. Az they waited to be Judged in
the Pebble Beach Concours, 2

‘3. With two by the Ocean ey
and two by the Del
Monte Lodge.

4. The arrangement was
strange (as you guessed)

5. The Zagato TZ was on

6. Car A had paint colored
blue,

7. The car painted black
was on the GTV's right.

8. Car C wasg the only Alfa
with Pirelli CN-36 tires.

9. Car D was across from
the Sprint Speciale.

g, =
.

10. The green Giulietta Spyder had
racing stripes.

11. The Zagato TZ had the Ocean on
its left.

12. So which Alfa is the little red
one? ;

ALFAC|IONADA

Do it teday!! Don't be left outit
10rr000000000000000090000000000000020006------.....
pER
the,PUZZLER

THE LITTLE RED ALFA ROMEQ
(a2 12-1ine mystery)

Car B's left, PSR

LA A

{mwS}'

LBGP '80
TICKETS

AROSC has reserved a block of 300
seats in Grandstand 28 for the 1980
Long Beach Grand Prix. And for only
a $10.00 per ticket deposit, you
fan now resgerve your seats for next
Year's race,

5o, send your name, address, PHONE
NUMBER (this is very important!)
and number of tickets you want re-
served, along with your check, made
payable to AROSC, to: AROSC/LBGE,
Box 261, Los Alamitos, CaA 90720

Solution to Puzzle on Page 12




TECHNICAL TIPS

Alfa Coolant
by Phil Lindsay

The extensive use of aluminium in
the Alfa engine design requires

some special considerations when
selecting a coolant. During the five
years that I have owned my Alfa, 1
have heard coolant recommendations
ranging from 100% demineralized
water to 100% Presitone Antifreeze.
Since this conflictiing advice came
from a number of authoritative
sources (like dealers), I wonder if
other Alfa owners have gotten the
game line. In order to find the
truth, I have compiled some informa-|
tien from the Union Carbide Engineery
ing Laboratory (makers of Prestone),
as well as my own background as a
corrosion engineer.

Although 100% demineralized water

boiling point of 248°F at sea level)
it is a corrosive fluid and freezes
at 32°F. Aside from freezing, the
major problem associated with pure
water coolante is corrosion. The
combination of demineraligzed water
and aluminium ig relatively free

of corrosive problems. Inforiunate-
ly, the Alfa cooling system consists

tor and heater, and a variety of
steel fittings. It is this mixture
of metals which can cause serious
corrosion problems to aluminium com-
ponents. Unlike the conventional
Detroit "irons" which can operate
with water coolants in temperate
climates without catastrophic cor-
rosion damages, the Alfa needs the
special protection offered by the
corrosion inhibitors in antifreeze-
water mixtures.
coolants in an Alfa! The use of 100%
ethylene glycol antifreeze (such as
Prestone) isn't very good for cool-
ing gince it has poor heat transfer
and heat absorption properties.(ever
though the boiling point is over
330°F). It also isn't much good for

e
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of an aluminium engine, copper radia-

Don't use 100% water|

freezing protection sincethe freez-
ing point is only -6°F. Don't use
100% ethylene glvcel in an Alfatl

30 what's left? Mixtures of water
and ethylene glycol form a very

useful engine coolant with goocd an-
ti-boil characteristics, freezing
protection and egually imporiant
corrosion protection. A quick glance
at the antifreeze directionsg will
show the freezing point as a funec-
tion of antifreeze concentrazion.
For example, 2 1/3 antifreeze - 2/3
water mix freezes a 0°F and a 1/2
antifreeze - 1/2 water mix freezes
at -34°F. What may not be shown is
the difference in corrosion protec-
tion between these two mixtures.
In-car corrosion testing done at
Union Carbide has shown that the
1/2 - 1/2 mix offers 6 times great-
er corrosion protection for alumi-
nium than the 1/3 sntifreeze - 2/3
water mix. This is the reason that
Alfag ghould use a 1/2 - 1/2 mix-
ture, even though many temperate

ign't too bad a coolant (pressurized|——===
D

climates whill never drop to -34°F.

The easiest way to check the anti-
freeze concentration is by specific
gravity as measured by a hydrometer.
Don't use a battery acid hydrometer
inexpensive antifreeze hydrometers
can be purchased from auto supply
stores.,

AGE

(PacE 6)




' RICORDANZA. ...
\GIULIETTA SPIDER VELQOCE

This month's "Ricordanza" features
the first full-production Alfa
Romeo that hit the U.S. shores in
1956 - the Giulietta Spider. With
the increasing popularity of sports
cars in the country in the mid-fif-
ties, Alfa Romeo introduced the
750-type cars with its classic 1lit-
tle convertible, named Giulietta,
The motoring press, as well as the
public, were delighted with the im-
peccable handling and roadability
of the then new "prestige" sports
car in the U,S5. With a very favor-
able acceptance of their new car

in this country, Alfa Romeo decided
to introduce a hotter version, the
Weber-carbureted "Veloce" models,
two years later. ("Veloce" plainly
means “"fasgt" in Italian.) This ver-
sion boasted an appreciable in-
crease in horsepower from 55 bhp
on the Normale meodels to 90 bhp on
these little Italian bombs.

Although the body styling remained
the same on both models, many im-
provements were made mechanically.,
iside from the iwo dual-barreled
Webers, the Veloce models also
sported high compression pistons,
wilder cams, new spring rates and
instrumentation. The eclassic, all-
aluminium 1300 cc engine is con-
sidered by meny enthusiasts as the
early Alfa's most outstanding fea-
f# ture, smooth and peppy, willing to
be revved as high as 7000 rpm
without wincing. The Giulietta
Spiders weighed about 2000 lbs.
and yet with the standard axle
ratio of 4.10, accelerated up to
112 mph top speed. Reported fuel
consumption was between 24 to 30
mpg (and that was at the time when
gas stations were giving Blue Chip
‘gtamps!).

The Giuliettas were by no means
inexpensive cars, selling for
$2,995 for the Normale version and
about $3,686 for the Veloce. For
this amount you were delivered a

r
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part of Italy in the form of a two-
seater, red sportscar that made
contemporary MG owners look in envy!

Today, Giulietta Spiders are as de-
sirable as they were 20 years ago.
Although available, a nice original
Giulietta will cemmand the same
price as when it was first sold.
Unless, of course, you would not
mind tackling another project in
your garage yourself. Then, for
less than $1,000 and a lot of work,
You can again make that MG owner
look the way he did two decades
agol

~--Boyer Kalugdan,
OVERHEARD CAMS, (ARA)

Tack Becronig:® Sprint S i
surrounded by Bunnies agegiglganter
Jwners Club of America (Poca) Con-
“ours, on Sunday June 24, 19%9 at
the Newporter Inn.




THE TURN OF THE
WRENCH

Send your technical questions to:
AROSC, Dave Vegher, 2012 W. 234th
St, Torrance, CA 90501. If you would
like a personal answer, include a
self-addressed envelope. Questions
dealing with common technical pro-
blems will be published.

1971 GTV, very special, custom lea-
ther & wool interior, Racemark
steering wheel, competition
seat belts, totaly rebuilt,
limited slip differential,
Shankle short port, European
cams, GTA headers, gold mini
lights, CN-36 tires, stiffer
springs, sway bars, shocks,
adjustable upper control arms,
cover, parts books & much more.
Meticulously maintained, 90%

erfect. Selling to buy home.
g#éoo or best offer. Call Gene
at (714) 621-2137 eves or {(213)

796-6101 days. PARTS, PARTS:;
who's got the

PARTS?!

Te aid in your never-ending search
for parts, here are a few sugges-
tionsg:

For your new and not-so-new Alfa,
check with our advertisers,

Alfa Romeo GT Junior, 1300 cc,
wheels, extras, Konis, rebuilt
engine, 8,000 miles, $2500.,
Also, 101 Series Giulietta
parts, Call Gardy at (213)

For "1900" parts, talk with Al
Cortes at the next general meeting,

985-9327 And, when_all else fails there's
5-9327 A.F.R.A. in the homeland: Their
=€§9' gddress is: Q}F.R.A. 2.A.5,, Via
= gif%f— aracciolo 24/26, 20155 Milano,
./;Zzé§> Italia, 2 2
p Buona fortuna!l!!

- GEi0)




Alfa Milaneo, Ine.

:

€0 Wg& CROMGDORA—BBS
@ Q ~CAMPAGNOLO
&:: ﬁ MAGNESIUM WHEELS
= = Eﬁ? =
>,
Ky < PIRELLI-MICHELIN
GRV\C ~DUNLOP 2 :
RADIALS =

including 70 series and
limited quantities scarce
European 60 series,
Wheel balancing and aligmment
to racing tolerances.
@ —
WESCO TRACK & TIRE
8441 Sepulveda
Sepulveda, California 91345
(213) 894-3700
(213) 892-5514

We offer you the expertise of
Mr. Aquiles Gemba
and of
Mr. Tranquille Bulgarini,
formerly with Autodelta and
Alfa Romeo factory.

B\ 10325 1a Cienega Blvd.
‘ Los Angeles, CA 90035  (213) 652.2404 ‘

Auto Dealer's Supplies

A DIVISION OF RICAMBIO 1ne MON ' FR|
6640 SAN FERNANDO ROAD Soa
GLENDALE, CALIF. 91201 05

(213) 246-7263

Colombo cams, European 1750-2000 Cams, MomoWheers, Cromodara Wheels,

1600-1750 Competition Head Gaskets. Old 2000 cast iron and 2600 parts! Direct
Telex service to Europe.

.10% or larger discount to Alfa Owners Ciub Members. Dealers and shops please
inguire abopuyt prices.

P.S. Fantastic Fiat Parts Department TOQ!

(PacEd T
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10% OFF TO_AROSC MEMBERS

ROTARY STOCKS A
LARGE SUPPLY OF ALFA
PARTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

ROTARY IMPORTS ™
Parts and Accessories for Foreign Cars

3570 E. Cerritos, Los Alamitos, California 30720
CALL FOR PRICES (213) 596-4434 (714) 826-4967

N

\
A0\ jcannonE, |

18734 VENTURA BLVD. TARZANA CALIF
(Between Crebs and Yolonda streets)

ALFACIONADA
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The Little Red Alfa Romeo
(Solution to Puzzle)

The Zagato TZ was parked with Car B
on its right (line 5) and the Ocean
on its left (line 11). The black car
is on the right of the GTV (line 7),
80 the GTV must be parked in the
other space next to the Lodge, and
across from Car B. The Giulietta
Spyder is green (line 10), so it
can't be the black car by the

Ocean, but must be Car B. By elimi- ]
nation, the black car is the Sprint
Speciale and the Zagato TZ across
from it is Car D (line 9). Car A is
blue (line 6), so it must be the
GTV. By elimination, Car ¢ is the
Sprint Speciale - and it is the
Zagato TZ that is painted red.

Car C Car A

Sprint Speciale GTV

Blaek Blue L
& 2
S Car D Car B 3
©  Zagato TZ Giulietta

Red Spyder

Green

Note that all relationships remain
the same if you visualize the Ocean
on the right, Lodge on the left...
in effect turning the above solu-
tion on its head.




exclusive Alfa Romeo Sa
Catcring to the Alfa

Sales Denartment open
Mon-Fri 8:00 am -8:00pm

ALFA OF SANTA MONICA

les, Service and Parts
Romeo Enthusiast

1115 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD
SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA

AUTHORIZED
ALFA
ROMEO
DEALER

848 Dove Street @B
Newport Beach, CA
(714) 752-0900

PAG
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Sat'10=00am - 6:00pm 904073
Farts & Serv1ce‘open none 393-0493
e R S S e L el e
|SUPPORT OUR ADVERT ' ness

Alfacionada is the monthly publica-
tion of the Alfa Romeo Owners Club
of Southern California, (AROSC).

Subscriptions to this newsletter
are included as part of the £20.00
per year AROBC NMembership fee, For
membership information write: ARQSC
P.0. Box 261, Los Alamitos, CA
90720, Articles, letters, and per-
sonal ads are always welcomed and
should be received by the editor

20 days prior to the monthly meet-
ing. Meetings are normally held on
the fourth Friday of the month at
the ALONDRA PARK CLUBHOUSE, at 3850
Manhattan Beach Blvd., Lawndale,
Just east of the San Diego freeway.
Date or location changes will be
posted in the newsletter pricr to
the meeting. Meetings start promply
at 8:00 PM. For more information
call:s

Riek Clemente (Pres)(213)650-4039

I"""ﬁ"éL

Sue Bernstein (Memb)(213)832-4784




“EXPERT GENERAL
" SERVICE AND
#  MAINTENANCE

A complete line of chassis and drive
train components for racing and high

performance street use are also
#48% gvailable.

Sarvice available evenings and weekends

“People who go racing come up
with a lot af experience as to

what can go wrong with cars™..
Alan Ward

Wal
RACING 1RELR

115 M. Oak No. 15 Inglewood, Ca. 80301 {213} 640-5369
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