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DAY AT BONDURANT

by John Samaon
Photos=Chris Boles

48 1 motored down the 5.B. Freeway
to Ontarioc, I wasn't worried about
the long lines of cars that usuall;
form the infamous traffic jams
associated with Speesdway eventis.
Instead I was thinking of oil

skid pada, traffic simuletors and
rows of pylens. 1 also hoped the
club members who pluncked down

40 dollars would feel such an ex-
penditure was justified by what
they got from the one day driving
course. 1t was eerly esnd a faint
grey huze shrouded the surrounding
vineyards. The gate to the parking
area was dutifully guarded by a
uniformed seniry. (The ever-pre-
gent security force of O.M.3. has
always made the plece seem rigid
end unfriendly to me but I guess
it'e necessary.)

By the time I arrived there was
already & long line of cars.

#lfas of all shapes and sizes with
an occasslonal 150-Rivelta, Mer-
cedes 300 8L, Dodge Charger and
Fiat could be seen. Promptly at
8:45 A.K. an orunge jacketed motor-
cycle rider appeured and ordersd
us to follow him in single file.
Butifully we all followed and were
led to the Bondurant School area
amongst the plt garspge buildings.
Be hue a sanitury and spacious set
of gerages and offices. The large
number of instructors present, slsc

in orenge jackets, was impressive.
My first impression wag that this
outfit wes very professional and
was certainly not a fly-by-night
organization.

After the usual walver signing we
congregated in the press room
where the ground school lecture
was to teke plece. Bob Bondurant
is a personable speaker whose main
goal is to give his pupile what
they want. The lecture was & rapid
fire review of driving techniques
useful in safe high speed compi-
tition driving. Fortunately the
lecture did not drag on as most of
the students hed come to drive and
before the day was done, drive we
did.

We were arranged in groups of 5 or
6 cars and sent off to the warious
arees, My group was composed of
four GTV's (two 1750%'s and two
1600's) and a Guilia Super. Our
first stop was the olled skid pad.
The purpose of this was to create
and correct spins in e school
Datsun 510. 4s our group alipped
around for 45 min. we proved it is
ensier to cause a skid than it is
to correct it quickly. The poor
instructor was to spend the whole
day sitting through 180° and 360°
gpins while erstwhile Nuvolaris
overcorracted t@emsslves unto
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nausea. This man must either be
paid well or be a masochist to
spend a hot day in s smell Datsun
that's gyrating like e whirling
dervish. When our time wes up we
left this poor soul and drove to
station two, the heel and toe class

PHDTO 1

It wes time for lunch, so we all
met in the press room to munch and
talk. If prizes were to be award-
ed, Joe Cenone would have received
the let place trophy for bringing
the lsrgest lunch per 1lb. of body
welght. Lunches waried from a con-
tinental cheese, bread and fruit
snack to a less elegant spread com-
poged of a loaf of sliced white
bread and & jar of chunky peanut
butter. 4As the last bolus of food
cascaded intc the stomach and Joe
hurriedly scooped up the skelétal
remaine of his lunch chicken we
made our ways back to the areas we
had just left.

The heel and toe course was great
fun, at least for me. We would
run as fast as we liked up the pit
area,; brakes and downshift, turn
around the pit wall end repeat the
cycle on the main straight of the

speedway. The distence was long
enough to get to 100 mph and then
the process of 5th to 4th to 3rd

to 2nd gesr downs started. Around
the walland off we went up through
the sume seguence. The instructors
were very occperative and kind and

I'm sure we all learned a grest
deal. &t the end of the 45 min.
exercise, I can assure you &ll the
cars had super hot brakes and
engine oil. Contrary to folklors,
you can causge Alfa brakes to fades.
{30 min. of 20 mph to 100 mph then
back to 20 mph in a short distance
would melt the brakes off of in=-
ferier machines.)

Off we went to station 3, entitled
"oval driving". It wes in fact a
miniature asymmetrical oval marked
with pylons that we buzzed arcund
for 45 mins. This was the part of
the schocl that was mest applicable
to slalom driving. Agazin I knew

the 45 min. was almost up because ~
slight breke fade was noted. 4ll
5 of us ran on the course at the
same time, which allowed us to try
to overtake the cer mhead of us.
(Photo 1} Yet without rosm to pass
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such & mansuver was to no end ex-
cept in the fentasy of our mind.

The band of 5 Alfes I was assigned
drove to Station &4, the "treffic
simulator". This is truly s "mind
boggler'. It is composed of an

acceleration approach lame slightly
curved that aims the car at a 3
laned exit route. As the car
enters the transition area (80 ft),
between the gate at the end of the
acceleration lane and the % pylon-
ed exit gates, & photo-electrie
beam is triggered which allows the
traffic signele over emch lane to
chenge from green to yellow or red
or remain green. (Photo 2) The
object is to accelerate through

the green lene. To be tricky they
sometizea give no green lane; then
ons must get through the ysllow
lane et reduced speed or, if all
lanes sre red, simply stop in the
80 feet. Tc be real snesky they

~—~flash Z out of 3 green; then one's

bind hes to make a decision &s to
which cne to go for. I can essure
you that 80 feet at 45 mph doesn't
take long to traverse, especially
if you alsc have to choose between
& green exits, If stations 2 and

PHOTD 2

5 provoked brake fade, this one
certainly promoted brain fade.

Station 5 was the "slalom run®, a
long line of pyglonz spaced far
enocugh apart to fool you into

going through too fast, They were ;

lined along the short straight
between turns 5 and 6. A GTV with
racing tires made it through at a
constant 60 mph; a "wide-tired®
GTV held it =t 55 mph; a stock
tired GTV ran et around 50 mph.
This too came to an end and we
headed back for the pit area.

Now comes the pidce de résistance;
5 laps on the grand prix course.
The five of us had = greast iime on
the course, as I'm sure everyone
else did. Contrary to instructionm,
a few passes were made on the main
straight as the faaster cars moved
up. (Photo 5) It was a real thril!l
to drive through one of the banked
corners snd sweep down into the
road course at 100wph. The 5 lapas
went very fast, too fast for most
of us.

We all congregated in the press
room, for the last, time, to rec-
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eive our gertificates, decals and
jacket patches. The instructors
gathered with us for a critioue of
the schools I think we were all
impressed with their strong desire
to please the students. We all
learned a lot and haed an enjoyable

PHOTO 3

Calendar of Events

JUE 15 ———— AROSC Meeting, Gom
Little Lzke Perk

JULY 15-16 = SCCA National Rzcas
Riverside

JULY 21 ———— AROSC Meeting, Spm

Little Lake ™

AUGUST 6 ——— AROSC TIME TRIALS
Orange County Race-
way (see flyer)

day of "ecar activity". The day's
driving in the school's activity
sdded up to 70 miles on my odometel
Did it make us grand prix drivers?
No, but it did make us better and
safer drivers. And we all had one
hell of a good time,
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. Memorial Day weeckend.

Competition

Ferrarl clinched the World's Mamufactur-
ers Championship by placing lat at Targa
Floriz, Palermo, Sicily, on May 21.
The winning Ferrarl pileted by Arturo
Merzarle/Sendro Munari. Alfa Romeo
finished 2nd and 2rd to finish 22d in
the Championship.

Our local hero, Alan Ward, ventured Lack
to Mintesota on Memorisl Day weekend to
ruan hig 1750 Inetto in 2 500-mile Enduro,
Co-driving with Dave Bean, they placed
5th cwverall followiag home four corvette:
and tock 1lst in clasa,

Riveraide wasn't too good to Alfa on
Brit Wooten had
his problems with hi= F production Alfa
and never really got it ruaning well.
My air-ccoled Alfa gave up by blowing ite
head gasket midway through the race
while runming 3rd in c¢lass. The real
loosers that weekend was Felstaff, vho
sponsored the race--to the tune of 300
casges of beer, 1200 stesks aad $22,000!
That'1l be a hard sct to follow!!

Slalom Column

by John Samszon

The second round of the SCCSCC Slalom
Championship for '72 is now history.
Once again the Alfa's upheld the honor
of the marque. Tou AROSC members re-
presanted the elub in 3 classzea,

Tom Sponaler and Oscar Dufan bs_ttlled the
BRE-Datauns and finished 3rd and uth re-
gpectively in class K.

Class X proved to be a "heart stopper”,
for me in partieular, After all Claess
¥ cars had made two runs 1t appearzd
the highest an Alfa would have placed
waz Sth or 6th, By a timiag error, my
second run and the second run of a ¢1b-l
Porache was nob recorded. Az we both
lined up for onr re-runs ve know §2.34
was the top time in our elass, The QLL!
first run was 82.39; my first run,
85,52, T went First and put together a

rur of 82,111 Our cheering szettled
when we realized the 91b was yet to run,
The green flag fell and so started the
longest 82 seconds in my shgrt slalom .:
career, He reached the 180 turn at
the end of the ztraight at the zame
time I recorded. A= he approached the
fl nish the ztop watches seemed to be
rumming in slow meticn, The silence in
the =mall band of Alfe members that had
waited was deafening. The sannouncement
care loud and clear--hisz time, 82.50!

We had gotten first in a "pressure-
pecked" finish, It took hours for our
euphoria to leave and sllow us to rebure
to reality. Jim Neuwmen was the second
fastest A1fs with Jerry Karl only 0.1k
seconds behind, Dick Harmon gets the
tough luck trophy for his car's limping
performance. (4sk Dick for details,)

There was a clo=e duel between Julianna
Meyer and Sue Harmon. dJulianna edged
past Sue by 1.55 =zeconds to capture

2nd place in Xw.

Once zgain, hata off to 3M for & great
slalom. So that all those who carried
the Alfa banner in the event can get
recognition, the results are as follows:

DRIVER CLASS CILASS BEST
POSITION TIME

T, Sponsler K 3 79.66
0. DuFau K Iy 79.89
J. Samson X il 82.11
J. Neuman X 8 87.68
J. Karl X 10 87.82
N. Meyer X 12 88.35
I'. Harmon bid kL 89.35
G. Mslone 73 16 90.99
J. Meyer Xw 2 95.L2
5. Harmon Xw 3 96,97

The next Sundsy was marked by an open
slalom conducted by Pacific SCC, again
held at Ombario. Although not in atten-
dance I am told Dick Harmon, Jim Newman,
and Josan Russo (MGB) had & hard-fought
duel . When the pylons settled Jim was
in first place, once again proving that
you ean't win if you hit pylons, That

3 second penalty is an iasurmountable
obstacle. (Ask Harmon and Russo.)
Jerry Karl was muttering sbout hitting
& pylon at this event when I saw him at
the May Alfa meeting. T wish I could
have been there--it sounded more like a

bowling tournament than a slalom.
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The weekend of May 13 and 14 was great.
The long trip to Lome Pine for a 2-day
time trial event was far outweighed by
the fun had by all. Our club was well
represented by the following:

R. Payne--TZ, cla=s 8

Running on all % cylindere and really
shows great promize, Saturday finished
3rd bul Sundsy was imvolved in & duel
for TTOD with & Lotus 7, & TR-5 and a
highly modified Corvasir., Hes held TTOD
for 25 minutes until P, Vollmer in the
TR beat him. On Payme's 2nd rmun he lost
precious time because his gear shift
knob troke during a2 crueial downshift.
(Tt was a NON-Autodelta part.) For the
second half of the event on Sunday, he
secured a lst place in Clase £, Heotbs
off to R. Payne for giving Alfa & shot
at TTOD.

T. Sponsler--1500 GTV, Class K

Tom thrashed the Dotsure Saturday. We'wvs
been waiting & long time fer this, and
we can expect more wins, O Bundey one
Dabzun driver edged ahead of the "Slying
counselor”. For the 2-dsy event, Tom
garnered & lst and o 2nd plece.

0. DuFau--1600 QTV, Clsss ¥

Once agein the Taten dig ot emile upon
Ozcar. Confused timing results clouded
his runes. Vhen the haze clesred he was
credited with an official 5th place on
both deys. On Saturdsy Oscar got zo many
re-reuns the sponsoring club thought of
charging him double.

J. Canone--Culia Super, Clasz H

Because of a few modifieds he had to run
in class H instead of (lass K. The lead-
ing contenders in the class are tiny Fiaf
and Mini's, Thepe little autos around
the "big" Alfa looked like so many mice
ripping at a large piece of cheege, They
are too fast for thie Alfs model, no

matter who would be driving, We =zhould
all take & lesson from "Tazio" Canone;
even though he doesn't have a great
chance of winning this class he runs and
enjoxs himself., Somebimes we get =zo
wrgpped up in winning we forget the best
thing sbout zlsloming 1= the comradery
and driving fa=zt under =zafe conditionse,
D. Harmon--Guilia Super, Clases X

Dick runs in Class X because his car
lecks the =zame mod=. as "Tazio". He
was edged out of a second place on Dat-
urday by 0.85 =econds, Slaloming iz =
game of fractions of a second. ILook

at your wateh to reslize how short 0.5 -

eecondes really iz} hardly time emough
to shift zears.

Jdo Neuman--~1750 Spyder, Claas X

Jim wee running a very tired engine--
acceleration was down and, on fast
courses as we had, he had a car that
couldn't meet the demands. ¥zt, he took
two Lth places, (It is now in "Tagic's”
garage being repaired.) :
2. Hormon--Guilia Juper, (lasa Xw

She war the only femmle Alfa driver. A
Camaro proved her downfall; the bigger
engine out accelerated her from lst
plece on bot: days.

Your Author--1750 GTV, Class X

On Saturday Russo's MGE nudged me out
of first place by 0.82 scconds beczuse
I did not drive the car to its maximum
potential. But Sunday proved betber as
I grabbed 1st from the same MGB by 2.89

zeconds. The car could have done the '—\3

same on Baturday. There iz no guestion
in my mind that a properly nrepared 1750
Alfa is the best car in class X right
now, All wou 1750 drivers take note

and get ocul end drive.

£11-in-all, Alfa owners cen be proud of
their marque's perfoimance at Iine Pine,

Wateh the "Pit Stop" colwrm in the LA
Times for slalom anmouncements. Remem-
ber Auvgust € at Orange Racewsy.

For Sale

FOR BALE: 1967-1600 Nommal sngine snd
S5-speed trans, Corburetion not includec
Recent complete velve job by Sharnikle
(Jem. '72). Heavy duty clutch. One
vesr sgo trans received new symchros,
eliders, bearings, chifting rods,
rev/Sth fork and idler gag bushings,
although at present it needs S5th gear
bushing. $350, Msrk Butler (213) 3L0-
6198 or write 3830 Bazeda Blvd,, :1205,
Tarzana, Culif, 01356

FOR BAIE: '65 S5 Pearl White, black
interior, excellent shape all around.
Oue of the niceat around %2800,

Glen Reynolds L36-L221 (4:30 to 5:00)
700 Henry Ford Road, Leng Zeach, Calif.,
Slip G265,

FOR SALEL: ! 5.00/8,30-15 Goodyear R-6
racing tires. Fotter than half thread
left, $100. Dsle Jones (213)5956-2687
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ITALIAN
TIRES OF
I IRELLRN

ROAD RACE # RALLY
= PIRELLI CINTURATOS

+ RACING TIRES, SCCA
APPROVED RACING AND
RADIAL PLY RETREADS

* Mag & Wire Wheel Bal-
ancing o Racing Toierances
* Most Diversified Stock of
High Performance & Rocing
Tires on lheAWeslr Coost

FACTORY AUTHORIZED
ALFA ROMEOD
SERVICE

JOE CANNONE, Prop.
17564 VENTURA BLVD.
ENCINO (one block east of White Oak)

o) (213) 183-3512
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ALFACIONADA is the monthly publication of
the Alfa Romeo Owners of Southern California
(AROSC).

Subscriptions to this newsletter are included

as part of the $5.00 per year AROSC membership
fee. For membership information write AROSC,
P.0. Box 261, Los Alamites, California - 90720.
Articles, letters, and personal ads are always
welcomed for publication and should be recieved
by the editor fifteen days prior to the monthly
meeting. Mestings are held on the third Friday of
each month at Little Lake Park Clubhouse, at
10900 So. Pioneer Blvd., Santa Fe Springs, just
north and east of the Santa Ana Freeway, at

8 PM. For further information, call Tom Atkins
(President) 340 - 6773, or Dale Jones (Editor)
596 - 2687.

SHANKLE

AUTOMOTIVE
ENGINEERING

PERFORMANCE SPECIALISTS

15451-F CABRITO ROAD
VAN NUYS, CALIFORMIA 914068
PHONE: {213) 780-9575

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Give Them The Business
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