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WILLOW SPRINGS RACES
by Alan Ward

It takes a very desperate kind of
guy to journey to Willow Springs
in July in the midst of torrid
sun, send and wind. So, Fritz
Taggart and myself decided to give
it a2 go end with our pit crew,
Phyllis Geylord and Don Dean, we
took off with a large supply of
YGatorade®, (Great Stuff)

Practice went quits well with
Fritz gqualifying in 4th position
and myself in 2nd, 1in the D, E, F
production race, Saturyday races
also went very well with Fritz
getting a fifth overall and lst in
clasg F and myself a 1lst overall.
(It was sbout time} Ed. Note,)

Sunday, the weather was somewhat
better with a little cooler temp-
erature, but still windy., Both
Fritz and I got off to & good
start, both cars performing quite
well, While in 2nd place, batt-
ling for the lead, disasber struck
me, The plastic block on the dis-
tributor points broke ending my
racing for the day. PFritz contine-
ued in great style and finished
1st in class and a fantastic 3rd
overall loaing 2nd at the finish
line by 3 feet to a TR4.

I guess Willow Springs isn't so

~bad after alll

ALFA'S GOING PLACES

In 1950 Alfa Romeo produced 325
passenger cars. In 1968 Alfa turned
out 98,000 cars. That's a 500=fold
increase., During the same period
Italy's gross national product in-
creased only 15 time. How come?

According to Giluseppe Luraghi, pres-
ident of Alfa Romeo, the basic reascn
is Alfat's decision years' ago to pro-
duce medium-displacement models with
rece car traits for a aspecific market
appreciative of such vehicles, So
successful has this strategy proven
that Alfa production has consistently
lagged behind demwnd. Despite this
tempting situation, Mr., Luraghl em-
phasized, Alfa has never sacrificed
quality for quantity. While 1968 was
not a good year in general for the
Italian sutomobils industry, Alfa
Romeo was the exception. Sales inside
Italy rose by 18.5%, while export sales
increased by a remerkable 56,6%. '
In view of thils world wide success,
says Mr. Luraghl, Alfa is hardly in-
terested in the Mmergeritis®™ which
seems to be afflicting European and
other car makes. On the contrary,Alfa
intends to enlarge its production ca=-
pacity, notably via the new Alfa Sud
plsny near Naples which will be turne
ing out 1,000 cars a day in a year or
s0. By 1980 Alfa will be producing
nearly 500,000 cars a year. This fore-
cast depsnds on the continued expan-
sion of the Itaslian highway system as
wsll as favorable development of the
worldwlde car markst,
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PERFORMANCE CAM TINMING FOR GIULIA
DUETTC AND GTV

Quite often it is apparent that
what is needed in some specifie
cases is simply a properly done
complete tune up. There's little
point in buying a set of someone's
"hot'" cams, putting in "high com~-
pression” pistons or fiddling about
with cerburetor venturi and jet
changes until the equipment you al=-
ready have is functioning correct-
1y and delivering 100% of its po-
tential.

Alfas will run remarkably well even
when in almost inconcelvebly poor
condition and an Alfa in good cone
ditlion will run far below 1ts per-
formence norms if routine mechani-
cal maintenance 1ls neglected.
Most owners who aren't fanstic
sbout their Alfas (yes, there ARE
some) don't notice the gradual
compensate for it in thelr driv-
ing habits. Others patronize 2
seemingly endless variety of parts
vendors and outlaw repalr shops
to "improve" their cars. If you're
one of these types, please don't
trouble yourself reading the rest
of this article. Check the classi-
fieds, or scmething, because this
is being written for the Alfista
who CAREScsesnese

The data which follows outlines a
method for sebttlng the camshaft
timing on the Cilulia Duetto, GTIV
end Super and is valld only for
these models since these Three use
exactly the same cylinder head,
plstons and camshafts. Other
models will require values diffe
erent from those listed here,

The method outlined iz extremely
accurate, rapid and does not re-
1y on use of a degree wheel whilch
is often difficult to obtain and
to £it properly. The method takes
into account such variable asg
chain stretch and the clesra..es
in the sprocket vernier holes, etc,
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The method has been carefully evolv- ™M
ed, proven out agalnst a degree :
wheel for aecurscy and bench-tested

for specific performance improve-

ment, It requires a minimum of

special equipment, all of which 1=
available from 8,ars, for example.

Do NOT attempt to extrapolate the
values to other models,

l. 8Set the valve clearances to
0.018 inlet and 0,020 exhaust.
is eritical so be careful,

2. Tighten the timing chain in the

usual masnner,

3. Using a disl indicator, find the
exact point of top dead center on
cylinder #l. Set this diel indica-

tor to zero at top dead center #l.

4, Turn the engine to the left a

bit te run the piston back down a

little,

5. Flt another dial indicator in a |
suitable vixture (such as Alfe tool !
A2.0120) end install on #4 inlet |
csm bearing cap stud, The foot of |
the diel indicator stem should rest . |
on the tappet top surface, Set this

dial indicator to zero,. |
6. Turn the engine to the right =o |
the indactor 1n #l cylinder 1s again |
on Zero (TDC). |
7. With the #1 cylinder indicator

on zero (TDC), the tappet indicstor

on #4 intake valve should read about
0.060" valve movement,

8. Bend back the lockplate tab and
loosen the large cam nut on the

sprocket, Do not remove it, BRe-

move the small locating bolt from

the sprocket and camshaft flange

vernier hole. Carefullyl

9 Now turn the cam (not the sprock-

et) to the right To advance the cam

lobe until the indicator on the

tappet reads 0,090" to 0.084"

movement.

10, Refit the small locating bolt in

the set of vernler holes which are

now lined up most closely. They

will probably be near the cnes from

which you removed the bolt, The b N
belt should fit without foreing it. ;
Find a set of vernier holes which

allcws the bolt to be inserted saslly.

This




ATFACIONADA

Watch the teppet indicator when
installing this bolt to maks sure
any movement does not fall out-
gide specifications.
11, Lock up the locating bolt.
Retighten the large cam nut and
bend over lock tab.
12, Hecheck dlal indicator read-
ings, verifying them to be as
outlined above,
13, ©Setting the exhgust cam is
the same except:

a. turn the exhaust cam to the

left,.

b. 0.080" is correct tappet
movement for the exhaust side.
When turning the camshafts, do so

by use of the special wrench in the
cam flange holes. MNake sure al-
ways to turn against the chain to
prevent slack., Chain sglack can
easlily affect the valve movement
up to 0,020".

The stendard camshaft timing marks
will appear bto be almost in the
normal positlon when finished,
However, the performance will de~
finitely be much better,

SPECIAL ALFA TOOLS WHICH MAY BE
HELPFUL

A.20120--Dial indicator fixture
to position indicator at tappet.
A.5,0103=Tool for turning cam=
shafts, .

C.6.0122-Tool for checking T.D.C.

The first and third 1tems are
holders for dial indicators but

uge the European inside dlameter

gt the indicator base. They must
be drilled out to 0,375" to accept
standard American indicators. Us~
ing standard items from local
suppliers for indicators and fix-
tures will work nearly as well with
gome minor adjustment,

ABOVE ATL;, BE ACCURATE!!
IT PAYS IN PERFORMANCE.
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COMING EVENTS

July 18 AROBC Meeting

July 27 AROSC Driving school and
slalom. Event of the Monthe

Auvgust 3 Orange County practice sla-
lom (information csll Tom
Atkins 340-6773 eves, )

August 15 AROSC Mesting

August 16 Tour of Briggs Cummingham
Auto Museum in Cosgta Mesa
(More gsbout this later)
Event of the month,

Septe 1 Caraven to Sports car races

at Santz Barbara.
Event of the month,

SANTA BARBARA RACES

Reservations are now being taken for
the Alfa Club caravan to the Santa
Berbara races Labor Day week-end.
(Sat. & Sun.) If you want a con-
flrmed resesrvatlon at Motel 6, we
need your money by August 1., State
number in party end nights desired,.

DID YOU KNOW.....that Alfa Romeo Inc.,
with other Itallen car manufacturers

have created a "Vacation Assistance
Service" sponsored by the Auto Club

of ITtaiy? They uss a group of service
trucks equipped with all possible re~
pairing and assistance facilities,

The same trucks patrol assigined

highwavs and render help to stranded
motorists, During 1968, from June |
to Ssptember, the "F 12" Alfas have |
traveled 530,000 Km, with an effec- |
tive presencs of 15,000 working hours

and have provided assistance to

10,105 automobiles of every make,

27% of all assistence was to cars of
foreigners visiting Italy.

They offered emergency help and

immedinte diagnosis of c¢ar troubls,

free of cherge. Could this some day

happen here? I have my doubts, but

one never Knows,




AROSC Driving event and school will

be held July 27 at the White Motor
Coey 3201 W, Lomita, Torrance,
Instructors will be on hand to show
~~wembers the best and fastest line
shrough the course,
classified by the falrest wey
possiblse,

Cars will be
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SERVICE MANUALS PARTS
e T :
.| OWNER'S |TECHNICAL |ENGIME &| REAR FUEL ALIGN-
SERIES | MODEL NAME "‘??tf"' OWNER'S| | \NUAL |SPECIFICA- | GEAR- | AXLE & |BRAKES| N BODY | caTaLoG|suPPLEMENT|TO0L | PERR. | MENT
- |MANUAL k) ippLEMENT | TIONS BOX | SUSPENSION JECTION CHART
SPIDER
SPIDER VEL.
983
GIULIETTA [SFRINT ALL 72 | 854 637 1078 P 1144 102 1286
950
SPRINT VEL. ‘ 2 Vol.)
8 |
|
|
57 | |
SPIDER | }
2000 = alL 708 801 823 728 1144 | 1288
SPRINT | 783
BERLINA 106.00 |
SPIDER o | 14
2600 ;) — 1010 ]:;4 1144 1286
SPRINT 0z | Aty
sz i) 1099
Tl 1539 | 1019 | 1163 1070
CoT: niar 30 1226
GUILIA 1300 —— 1219 1202 1078 1351 1144 102 1284
G.T.A. Junior 52 1340 1370 1343
SPIDER 9| s 1349 1366 1251 1353
SPRINT 101.12
; 955
SPIDER 23
P - 1040 1014
5.5 2 890
—— 1159
SPIDER VEL. .18 1150
T 1051 || 928 1051
T .08 955 |
ik 1204 1292 |
GIUL1A 1600 | T L. SUPER 16 577 1008 1222 1202 1078 144 w2 | 128
|
GT 02
GTA 32 1065 1138
=l 978 1313
GTC 25 1037
GTV 3% 170 1210
SUPER 26 | 1290 133 1292
DUETTO 03 1185 1212 1251
BERLINA 10571 | 1380 1392
1750 GTV 51| 138 130 1202 1470 1078 144 102
| (Eurape) 1387
SPIDERVEL. | 62 | -
SPECTIAL, DRIVING EVENT FOR JULY JULY MEETING

Entertainment will be a color movie
of the 1965 Sebring 12 Hour Race,
Coffee and doughnuts will be served.

MEMBERS: BRING A FRIEND INTERESTED IN

ALFA ROMEOS!
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AUTO EXPO

FOR SALE

1600 Head %vs, 1600 Spyder
Windshield $15, 1300 Spyder
Passenger seat,$l15, 4:55 rear
end gears $20.
Alan Ward 645=6945

Near new Atlas Battery for Alfa

“I<5st seat belts, S“HWithhshoulder
harness. $15.
Dale Jones

Day Ra3-3845
Eve 596=2687
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ALFACIONADA is the monthly
publication of the Alfa Romeo
Owners Club of Southern Californila
(AROSC). Subscriptions to this
newsletter are included as part
of the $5 per year AROSC member=-
ship fee, For membership informa-
tion, write AROSC, P. O. Box 261,
Los Alamitos, California 90720.
Articles, letters and personal ads
are always welcomed for publication
and should be received by the ed-
f{tor fifteen days prior to the
monthly meeting. Meetings are
held the third Friday of every
month at Little Lake Clubhouse,
10900 S, Pioneer Blvd., Santa Fe
Springs, Just north and east of
the Sante Ana Freeway, at 8:00 P.M,
FPor further information, call
Dals Jones (President) 596-2687, or
Mark Mercantoni (Editor) 431=-4682.




ALFA ROMEO

All brands, sports and domestic car tires —
Slalom and street retreading in original
factory designs. Terms = All Major Credit
Cards Honored,

TEST DRIVE THE NEW 1750 ALFAS AT
A DEALERSHIP WHERE SERVICE AFTER
SALE IS A PLEDGE NOT A GIMMICK.
WE TRY TOC PLEASE!

B & H TIRE SALES CO.

JIM GRAY IMPORTS, Inc. SPORTS CAR TinE CENTER
4 PIRELLI & DUNLOP TIRE DISTRIBUTORS

LONG BEACH 508 West Anaheim St. 2423 So. Main St.

3515 ATLANTIC AVE. » | .
PHONE 424-0951 S e e G bt
ALFA ROMEO OWNERS
of _ /;'.mt e )
‘ g m e
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