
FROM THE TOP … the Word from Il Presidente 
(taken from the Nov/Dec 2017 Alfacionada) 
 
October 8th brought up our fourth Club Concorso 
of the year at Huntington Beach High School (aka 
HBHS). Chris and I were coming down the 101 
freeway through the Valley in the Sprint when we 
heard a loud bang from the rear of the car. No more 
rude sounds ensued, but the car wasn’t rolling 
freely, so we pulled over to the side and called AAA. 
I can’t say what happened for sure. Externally, 
everything looks copacetic. Once it is up on jack 
stands I expect it will not take long to determine if 
the problem is in the brakes or in the differential. 
(No worries, I have a spare diff.) 
 
On the way back home, the tow truck driver 
remarked that he had picked up a Fiat the previous 
week. Big deal I thought. Then he added: “When I 
got there was Jay Leno and a 1916 Fiat!” I might 
have doubted him, but he promptly pulled up a 
picture on his smart phone. 
 
We still made it to the event, which was delightful. 
Great weather, interesting cars (mostly hot rods of 
various vintages), lots of Alfas, and several new 
faces. Look for pictures and a write-up in this issue. 
 
The Best of France and Italy four weeks later was 
perfect. Ed and Nora Aenlle brought AROC’s big popup and we proudly displayed our Chapter’s 
new banner, so there was no doubt where Alfa headquarters was. Some of the wives got together 
and brought goodies. So many people offered to pay for the muffins that Chris vows that next year 
we will have a sign clarifying that the goodies are Free to Alfisti. Did I mention that Jay Leno 
showed up? What was that big two-seater he was driving? Maybe the 1916 Fiat? Rain had been 
forecast, but those monitoring the weather news knew we had dodged the bullet. It did reduce 
attendance some. We had about 75 Alfas versus the 90 to 100 that is more typical. 
 
Election results are in. Surprise: the slate of willing volunteers were all elected! In late November 
this new Board will put together our 2018 calendar. Many events are traditional, and will be the 
same as in prior years, but we always try to come up with something new. Stay tuned for an 
update after the planning meeting. Interestingly, this year our roster expanded by new members 
with some new ideas. Maybe it’s because Alfa is selling cars here again, or maybe it’s because some 
of the old cars are being handed down to the next generation. Regardless, we actually increased 
our Chapter’s membership this year. At last count we had 241 members and 35 subscribers versus 
221 and zero respectively back in 2010. 
 



Have you marked your calendar and RSVP’d for the Holiday Party at MJ and Sheila Kutkus’ on 
December 9th? This is another don’t miss it event. Don’t be late. The food is always great and the 
early birds don’t waste any time chowing down. We won’t run out of food though as MJ always 
fires up the barbeque and makes more. Expect a good crowd from all parts of the Club. 
 
We will have our annual meeting in January. This is where we honor people who have contributed 
generously to the Club and hand out annual Concorso and Race high-point trophies. Don’t think 
you’re in the running for a trophy? No matter. Come out anyway, enjoy the camaraderie and the 
food, and vow to do better next year. 
 
And don’t forget AROC’s Fifth Annual Mid-Year retreat in Palm Desert. Saturday, January 13, will 
be a drive followed by a no-host cocktail reception. Last year I tried to talk them out of scheduling 
this over a three-day weekend, but the national board members fly in from around the country 
and need some travel time. Also, they can tell their friends and families that it is all business; and 
they don’t have time to be basking in the sun (smile). 
 
I’m writing this before we put together the 2018 calendar; however, check out the Second Annual 
Los Angeles Classic Car Show coming to the downtown Convention Center next March – 
http://www.theclassicautoshow.com/. We had a booth, brought a good selection of cars to show, 
and I’m sure we will do it again. 
 
It’s w-a-y out there, but mark your 2018 calendar for the National Convention in Olympia, 
Washington, August 4-12. Not many details are available yet, but they do have the beginnings of a 
convention website set up at http://www.sempreverde2018.org/index.html. Chris and I are 
definitely going. How, when and in what are yet to be determined, but we are definitely going. You 
should go too. 
 
Finally, this is our last printed, snail-mailed copy of the Alfacionada. I know this is an 
inconvenience for some of you. I like to take a hard copy to the events and my printer is, well, I 
may have to get a new one. Nevertheless this move saves the Club money, reduces the workload 
on our dedicated volunteers, and will make the Alfacionada a little more timely 
 
Remember, if the women don’t find you handsome, they should at least find you handy. And don’t 
forget the duct tape, the handyman’s secret weapon. 
 

– Mike & Chris 
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