
FROM THE TOP … the Word from Il Presidente 
(taken from the August/September 2016 Alfacionada) 
 

Last month I mentioned that our Spider was starting to 

get a little oil in the coolant, so I’ve pulled and 

inspected the head. The guides are still good, and no 

solvent leaked past the valves, so it appears the only 

problem is the little O-rings around the high pressure 

oil feeds to the cams. The front shocks have been 

replaced since this is the easy time to do it, and the 

headers have received a fresh coat of high-temp paint. 

I am making a new valve spring compression tool so I 

can get the rest of the valves out without drama. Once 

everything is properly clean the re-assembly process 

will begin. 

 

Mike Sperry had his way with this head and it is 

interesting to see what he did. The oversized valves 

have the standard 9 mm diameter stems, but they neck 

down to 7.7 mm where they pass through the intake 

port. And did he ever open up the valve throats! 

Supposedly this head has oversized valve seats, but 

they are mostly machined away. No wonder it doesn’t 

need Veloce cams to run strong to the redline and 

beyond. 

 

Those of us who went on the Summer Day Drive along Angeles Crest Hwy. to Wrightwood spent the 

day battling the great Fire God. Never-Say-Quit Steve Edelman was undaunted. He changed the starting 

point, got us to Vasquez Rocks Park (which was closed), and had us regroup at a nearby shopping center 

because Sand Canyon Rd. was also closed. There we promptly experienced a power failure; I can say 

that it suddenly became very dark in those windowless restrooms! Steve says he was stressed big time, 

but he didn’t let it show. He led us back down to Sunland to get to Angeles Crest from the south side. 

Once up there, traffic was light and the road was excellent. We ended the drive at a delightful Mexican 

restaurant in Wrightwood and shared our tales of adventure. A big thank you to Steve, who rose to the 

occasion and saved the event. 

 

I’m not sure exactly how many people were at the Summer Party, but we had 61 RSVPs, some kind of 

record, with all kinds of new and old members. Chuck and Jan Cline hustled and made sure there were 

enough tables and chairs for all. Paul Blankenship was our auctioneer, and was entertaining as always. I 

showed more restraint than last year did not buy any large items. Fabio Trave, on the other hand, caught 

the fever and just had to bid on those ’67 GTV bumpers. I know, they were such a deal. That’s how I 



managed to buy the GTV seats last year. Our thanks to Chuck and Jan for hosting such a wonderful 

event. 

 

It is the time of year again to talk about our Club elections. We are always looking for fresh blood, I 

mean volunteers. The Board doesn’t meet every month, so being a board member isn’t such a big 

commitment. Maybe you would like to volunteer? Or can you talk another one of your fellow members 

into volunteering? 

 

Monterey will be over as you read this, so next comes the Coronado Speed Festival, Sept. 16th-18th, in 

San Diego; mark your calendars. This event has been aptly described as the smaller, cheaper, less-

crowded alternative to Monterey. Chris and I have gone the last two years and have enjoyed it 

immensely. Check here for more detail. And don’t forget to get that sticker for car club parking which 

allows you to park right behind the grandstands. 

 

October is going to be a busy month. We’ve firmed up our plans for the third Concorso of the year on 

October 2nd at the Automobile Driving Museum in El Segundo. Their entrance fee is waived for 

members and they offer rides in vintage vehicles. Check here for more detail. 

 

Just two weeks later is the San Diego County Fall Day Tour (Wine Tour). Organizer Jim Barrett is 

expert at sniffing out good and relatively inexpensive wines. For more detail, check here. It’s a long way 

from our home in Camarillo, so once again we will book a room and head home the next day. You’re 

welcome to do the same and join us for drinks, dinner, breakfast, or whatever. 

 

October 29 is a car show at Huntington Beach High School. This is their third year; it isn’t an official 

Club event, but several of our local members are planning to go. Preregistration forms can be 

downloaded from here. 

 

Then there is the Best of France and Italy on November 6. Mark your calendar and don’t miss it. There 

will be more Alfas there than you will see anywhere else all year. Speaking for myself, I especially 

enjoy the wide array of Fiats, Citroens and Lancias. Jay Leno occasionally shows up with something 

truly unique. Don't forget, there are always a few Alfa parts vendors with dusty boxes full of potential 

treasures. Surf to http://www/franceanditaly.com/ for more info. 

 

– Mike & Chris 

http://www.arosc.org/info/2016/Coronado_sep2016_R1.pdf
http://www.arosc.org/info/2016/ConcoursNo3_oct2016.pdf
http://www.arosc.org/info/2016/FallTour_oct2016_R1.pdf
http://hboilers.com/2016/06/22/hbhs-car-show-registration/
http://www/franceanditaly.com/

