
FROM THE TOP … the Word from Il Presidente 
(taken from the June-July 2014 Alfacionada) 
 

The new 4C is here! At last! After years of promises Alfa Romeo is really back. Check out this issue for 

a first drive story on the new 4C. 

 

It’s been two months since my last column, so there is a lot to write about: the Wine Tour, the 

Huntington Beach Concours and the Mullin Museum Tour. We attended and very much enjoyed all 

three events. 

 

We drove up Friday night before the Wine Tour for the now-traditional potluck happy hour and wine-

sharing activities. Dave Kunz (Ch. 7 News Car Guy) is right: the Alfa Club sure can put on a nice 

spread. This year no one even pretended to want dinner; we partied hearty until it was time to go off to 

our rooms and bed. 

 

Margi arranged visits to a fine selection of wineries including two of my favorites. I managed to show 

unusual restraint and did not buy much, as our wine cellar (aka the hall closet) is full. I have vowed to 

remedy that problem by drinking more good wine. 

 

Yes. It’s true we had a Lamborghini Gallardo on the Tour. My apologies for leading the Brownells 

down a secondary road that turned out to be very rough even in an ordinary family sedan. Although I 

must confess that part of me enjoyed seeing the Lambo shrink in my rearview mirror. 

 

The Huntington Beach Concours is informal, inexpensive and gave us perfect weather. We set up under 

the trees, kicked back, and walked the greens to check out the cars as the mood arose. Randy and 

Adrienne Harris weren’t there, but they should have been. They recently attended a car auction and a 

1962 T-Bird followed them home. As it turns out the Alfas and T-Birds were side-by-side so they could 

have parked their two babies nose-to-nose. 

 

We didn’t get quite the turnout at Huntington Beach that we’ve had in past years. Are people getting 

tired of this event? Or was it our scheduling the Mullin Tour just two weeks later? I’m inclined to think 

it was the latter, but would love some feedback. 

 

Speaking of the Mullin, we had great attendance for the museum tour and at our house as well. I admit I 

didn’t see much of the museum since I had to get home and fire up the grill, but everybody said it was 

excellent. And Larry Crane, our downstairs docent, was an old time Alfa Club racer. Chris was afraid 

we wouldn’t have enough food, but of course the Club lived up to its reputation and that was not a 

problem. People were welcome to stay as long as they wanted and they did. Also, we attracted a number 

of what I call seldom-seen members. Hopefully, they all had a great time and will show up at more 

events. 

 

Speaking of events, the Braille Rallye is coming up. This event is put on by Bruce and Pat West for the 

Braille Institute and a few of us volunteer to drive every year. Yes, it’s quirky. Yes, the kids really are 

blind or nearly so. And, yes, the instructions are in Braille so you really do have to listen to your 

navigator. That said, it is a treat to interact with these kids and meet enthusiasts of a wide variety of cars. 

Do it just once and you will be hooked. 

 



The next event is the Summer Party at Chuck and Jan Cline’s. This is always a popular event and this 

year it will include the return of our traditional White Turkey Auction. It seems Chuck wants to clean 

out his garage a bit so he can make some progress on their Sprint Speciale. Check out the flyer on page 

10, RSVP, and tell them what you are bringing for the potluck. See you there! 

 

Here is what I know about Monterey in August. Chris and I are going up early Wednesday for the Little 

Car Show in Pacific Grove. Thursday we will get up early to see the Pebble Beach cars cruise around 

Seventeen Mile Drive. Dinner at the Loose Noodle is Thursday night (see page 12). Friday we’re not 

sure, I might actually have to go shopping. Friday night is dinner at West and Maggie Clark’s. Saturday 

is the Concours d'LeMons. And, of course, people are going to the track on any/all of those days. The 

Laurel Inn in Salinas is still the ARA (and AROSC) headquarters hotel. 

 

September brings up the vintage car races in Coronado. Last year, a small contingent scouted the event 

and made a favorable report. It’s like the Monterey Historics, but on a much more manageable scale. It 

features smaller crowds, less dirt, much less challenge getting room accommodations, and it’s closer to 

home for most of us. Chris and I intend to go this year and take one of the Alfas so we can park in the 

Alfa Corral. 

 

“Remember, if the women don’t find you handsome, they should at least find you handy. And don’t 

forget the duct tape, the handyman’s secret weapon.” 

– Mike & Chris 


